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23CV15424
1 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON
2 FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY
3
4 DAVID KOENIG 11 Case No.: 23CV15424
5 Plaintiff 12 PLAINTIFF’S RESPONSE TO
6 Vs 13 DEFENDANTS’ SPECIAL
7 EVANS CLINCHY 14 MOTION TO STRIKE
8 JENNIFER CLINCHY and 15
9 BRIANNA (LOLA) McKISSEN 16
10 Defendants 17
18
19 INTRODUCTION
20 All three defendants have made anti-SLAPP motions to dismiss charges against them.

21 This response addresses all of the issues in all of their motions except those in the category of

22 bad faith litigation conduct. Only the Clinchys have accused me of bad faith litigation conduct in
23 their motion, so those particular issues will be addressed in a supplemental response to the

24 Clinchys’ motions to strike only.

25 BACKGROUND

26 I have been playing competitive board games in tournaments for 34 years. I began

27 playing tournament chess in 1989 when I was 12 years old, and throughout my middle school

28 and high school years I was usually ranked in the top ten players in the country in my age group.
29 Starting when I was in high school, I have also taught chess to children as young as kindergarten,

30 retired adults, and every age in between, as part of afterschool programs and summer camps as
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1 well as in private and group lessons. When I later began competing in Scrabble tournaments, I
2 expanded my lessons to include Scrabble as well as chess. I have loved both of these games for
3 almost all of my life, and I have loved sharing that passion with others.
4 I became a FIDE Master of chess, which puts me in the top 3% or so of chess players in
5 the world, but for at least a decade it has only been my second best game. In over 20 years of
6 competing in tournament Scrabble, I have become one of the best players in the world. I have
7 achieved rankings in the top 5 in both the USA and the UK, and top 20 globally. I am also the
g first American to earn the Grandmaster title from the Association of British Scrabble Players
9 (ABSP). I finished in the top 11 in the World Scrabble Championship in all four years from 2016
10 to 2019, until Scrabble tournaments went on hiatus because of the pandemic. It has been my
11 biggest life goal for many years to become World Scrabble Champion.
12 Tournament Scrabble is a small world, much smaller than chess. Once a player rises high
13 up in the rankings, one challenge is that it is hard to get games with people who can give you a
14 good match. There are only a few handfuls of people in the USA who are worthwhile sparring
15 partners for me, and over the two decades I have played the game, many of us have become
16 friends and formed social circles that have gathered frequently to play games and have traveled
17 to tournaments together.
18 Evans Clinchy is another top American Scrabble player who is very close to me in
19 ranking and playing strength, and we were part of many of the same social circles since we first
20 met in 2008 up until late 2016. Our mutual friends were a veritable who’s who of many of
21 America’s top Scrabble players. Evans and I were both among a group of Scrabble players who

22 shared housing at the 2013 World Scrabble Championship in Prague. Among our roommates was
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1 Dave Wiegand, a multi-time US National Champion, as well as Chris Lipe, who is currently the
2 President of the World English-language Scrabble Players Association. (WESPA)
3 Evans has disliked me for far longer than either he or I have known the other two
4 defendants. At first we were friends, but sometime around 2011 or 2012 his opinion of me
5 changed. Since Evans and Jennifer began dating in late 2016/early 2017, he has been disparaging
6 me behind my back to other Scrabble players and behaving in underhanded and unethical ways
7 to reduce my opportunities to play in tournaments and even to get casual games with many of the
8 other top Scrabble players who used to be our mutual friends. From the beginning, Jennifer
9 joined him in behaving in underhanded and unethical ways to cut off my opportunities to play
10 Scrabble. However, Jennifer’s personal dislike of me and participation in the disparagement of
11 me, for the most part, did not begin until significantly later. I believe that there were two primary
12 motivations for Jennifer’s animosity: (1) To create a cover story for Evans’s outsize anger and
13 vindictiveness toward me. (2) Retaliation for both the personal embarrassment and the damage to
14 their new brand CoCo that was done by the July 2020 publication of my first two blog posts on
15 splenetic.net, The Crucible and The Fallout.
16 The Clinchys’ crusade against me escalated to new levels in early 2022 because of how
17 Lola became involved in this story. Although the Clinchys’ personal animosity toward me
18 stretched back significantly earlier, there was never any thought of me being a risk for violence
19 prior to 2022. However, once Lola put this idea in their heads, the Clinchys decided to rewrite
20 history, not only telling lies about me and my relationship with them during the time they were
21 mistreating me, but also going all the way back to my dating relationship with Jennifer from

22 2014 to 2016.
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1 Prior to 2022 the disparagement of me and techniques by which the Clinchys interfered
2 with my ability to compete at Scrabble were mostly done behind my back and in secret. In the
3 spring of 2022 all three defendants put false accusations against me in writing, which led to a
4 chain reaction of events in the Scrabble world that got me completely banned from playing
5 tournaments in North America and which also interferes with my ability to compete
6 internationally.
7 The Clinchys’ bullying behavior and the ways in which they had damaged my friendships
8 with many other people in the community had already done a great deal of psychological damage
9 to me prior to 2022. I had already only worked sporadically since late 2019 and not at all since
10 mid-2021, in no small part because of the anxiety and stress that they had been causing in my
11 life. The ways that McKissen and numerous people in the leadership of various Scrabble
12 organizations joined their campaign to drive me out of the game have drastically accelerated the
13 psychological and physical toll on me since early 2022. I got a long overdue diagnosis of PTSD
14 in April 2023. In the last two years I spent many months screaming my lungs out while I was
15 alone in my home or car, to the point of significant vocal cord inflammation that left me on
16 multiple occasions unable to speak for days at a time and necessitated voice therapy.
17 DOCUMENTS DEMONSTRATING DEFAMATION
18 At the core of this motion is the question of whether there is sufficient evidence to take
19 these claims to trial. Before addressing anything else, we should identify the defamatory
20 documents and the documents that prove that they are defamatory.
21 On April 14th, 2022 plaintiff received statements written by all three defendants (Exhibits
22 1-3) as attachments to emails from Steven Pellinen of WGPO and Judy Cole of NASPA.

23 Throughout this document the phrases “NASPA incident report” or just “incident report” refers
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1 to that email from NASPA and the NASPA disciplinary process that began that day. Additionally,
2 defendant J. Clinchy included as her attachment B (Exhibit 4) an undated letter from defendant
3 McKissen that defendant J. Clinchy alleged in her statement was sent on March 1st, 2022.
4 On September 6th, 2022, plaintiff submitted his response to the incident report, which
5 thoroughly demonstrated the falseness of all accusations and the defamatory nature of all of the
6 accusing documents. (Exhibit 5, with corroborating screenshots in Exhibit 6) On September 23,
7 2022, NASPA banned plaintiff for three years anyway. (Exhibit 7)
8 On November 15, 2022, NASPA emailed plaintiff the September 9th, 2022 letters of
9 defendants J. Clinchy and McKissen, (Exhibits 8 and 9) which included a large amount of
10 additional defamatory material.
11 On May 26, 2023 plaintiff sent an appeal to NASPA, (Exhibit 10) which thoroughly
12 demonstrated the falseness of all accusations and the defamatory nature of the September 9th
13 documents, as well as the unethical behavior of the Scrabble associations toward me. NASPA
14 continues to delay hearing the appeal.
15 The best summary of the impact these defamatory statements caused plaintiff with the
16 Scrabble associations is in the splenetic.net blog post The Scapegoat. (Exhibit 11) Plaintiff
17 requests that the court keep in mind that although the Scrabble associations are a third party in
18 this suit, understanding the extent of the associations’ mistreatment of him is necessary to
19 properly evaluate the damages that the defendants have done to plaintiff.
20 The Scapegoat (as well as the following blog post, The Conspiracy) was not written with
21 any intention of advancing or hindering plaintiff’s legal case in Multnomah County. The contents

22 were all written and at first given to the leaders of Scrabble associations in order to advance his
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1 quasi-legal case in the “Scrabble courts,” a case which has been going on for a year longer than

2 the legal case.

3 Plaintiff only decided to publish those documents on splenetic.net, not to hold the

4 defendants in this legal case accountable, but to hold the leaders of the Scrabble associations

5 accountable for their corrupt behavior toward plaintiff.

6 STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS ISSUES

7 All of the defendants have addressed statute of limitations issues in their motions to

8 strike, though they are different issues. The Clinchys’ motions claim that the initial round of

9 defamatory documents were published in March 2022. Although, McKissen’s statement has a
10 date of March 3rd, 2022, J. Clinchy’s has a date of March 24, 2022, and E. Clinchy’s is undated,
11 (Exhibits 1-3) none of these statements were published in any public way that I am aware of.
12 They were handled behind closed doors by the leadership of NASPA, WGPO, and CoCo, and the
13 first time that I ever had access to them was when they were emailed to me on April 14th, 2022.
14 Hence the filing date of the initial complaint to the court on April 14th, 2023 is within the statute
15 of limitations.
16 McKissen’s motion argues that the complaint was not delivered to defendant properly.
17 My understanding of the argument is that defendant McKissen did receive the initial complaint
18 and the two amended complaints in time but that there were procedural flaws in how they were
19 delivered. Any procedural flaws were the fault of my inexperienced former attorney, Mr. Mohan,
20 and neither he nor I had any knowledge of them until McKissen’s attorney Ms. Vaughn first
21 contacted us on June 21st, 2023. I make no excuses for any procedural flaws and apologize to the

22 court, to defendant McKissen, and to Ms. Vaughn for whatever errors were made. Since taking
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1 over my case pro se I have not yet had time to correct whatever gaps were in this area, but I hope
2 that these purely procedural issues will not get in the way of this case getting a fair hearing.
3 Ms. McKissen also wrote another statement on September 9, 2022 which echoed many of
4 the ideas in her earlier statements and which added new defamatory material. Since we are still
5 well within the statute of limitations for this latter statement, these issues should not be sufficient
6 reason to dismiss the claims against defendant McKissen.
7 LACK OF APPLICABILITY OF ANTI-SLAPP
8 All of the defendants have argued that their defamatory writings about me should be
9 protected as free speech. Defendant McKissen’s motion states “Anti-SLAPP laws were enacted
10 to protect free speech from the chilling effect of lawsuits just like this one, that aim to bully
11 individuals into silence.”' Framing their writing as an exercise in free speech is specious
12 reasoning that disregards the facts. None of the defendants published their defamatory statements
13 in any kind of public forum. Their writings were specifically designed, intended, and used for
14 behind the scenes consumption by complicit leaders of Scrabble organizations to oust me from
15 tournaments worldwide while keeping what they were doing out of the public purview as much
16 as possible.
17 In fact, the first paragraph that the CoCo conduct team wrote to me about the matter
18 attempted to intimidate me into silence and prevent the public proliferation of their accusations:
19 “These attachments are provided to you ‘for your eyes only’ (including your own attorney, if
20 any) and are NOT to be published or publicly distributed in any manner.” (Exhibit 12)
21 Defendant McKissen’s motion alleges that “she understood, and indeed, intended for her

22 statement to be made public, as is evidenced from its plain language.” This is the opposite of the

24 " DEFENDANT MCKISSEN’S SPECIAL MOTION TO STRIKE, p.4, 1.8-9
23 2 DEFENDANT MCKISSEN’S SPECIAL MOTION TO STRIKE, p.6, 1.19-20
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1 truth. First of all, the name of the file with Lola’s statement in both of the April 14th, 2022
2 emails I received from Steven Pellinen and Judy Cole was “LolaToWooglesAndWGPO.pdf”

3 (Exhibit 13) As I analyzed in my response to the incident report (Exhibit 5: Bates #156-157):

4 However, it is telling that the statement is addressed to the Woogles team and to WGPO,

5 and not to NASPA, which was the sanctioning organization of the only tournament we

6 were both at, the 2022 New Orleans event. My best guess is that she did not intend to

7 submit this as part of an incident report, in which I would have an opportunity to read it

8 and disprove the massive amount of falsehood in it. I think she intended the statement

9 for behind-the-scenes consumption by people on the Woogles team and in WGPO in
10 hopes that they would take other action to keep me away from those spheres. However,
11 Evans and Jennifer then submitted it as part of this incident report.
12 My analysis is supported by the opening sentence of defendant McKissen’s follow-up

13 statement: “The statements that Steve [Pellinen] included in his complaint were not written for
14 this audience.” (Exhibit 9: Bates #244)

15 Furthermore, defendant McKissen’s previous statement from the April 14th, 2022 emails
16 included these lines at the end of page 4: “[defendant McKissen’s] point of view, that if the truth
17 about what [plaintiff Koenig] is and said got out, I would be the only possible source of that

18 information, and I was terrified I’d become the center of Dave’s conspiracy theories. They

19 agreed to do whatever I needed to feel safe and NOT tell everyone what happened.” (Exhibit 2:
20 Bates #16)

21 Defendant McKissen’s March 1st, 2022 letter to defendant J. Clinchy, which she wrote
22 before her other statements and which is what inspired the incident report against me in the first

23 place, mentions the [July 2022 WGPO/CoCo] Word Cup in the second sentence, (Exhibit 4:
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1 Bates #30) giving a big hint that a major motivation for this communication was to prevent me
2 from attending that tournament, as I theorized in my first email response to NASPA about the
3 incident report. (Exhibit 14)
4 Finally, the defendants have criticized me for publishing my most recent splenetic.net
5 post The Conspiracy, although the entirety of the contents are simply the accusations of the
6 defendants that were passed along to me from the Scrabble associations and the entirety of the
7 communications that I have had with those Scrabble associations. The NASPA Executive
8 Committee, WESPA Executive Committee, and ABSP Committee were already in possession of
9 virtually everything in that blog post.> All that I did by publishing The Conspiracy was to
10 democratize the information, so that the rest of the Scrabble tournament playing public could see
11 the same things the leaders of their organizations were looking at.
12 I hope it is clear by now that the defendants wanted anything but for the truth of their
13 secretive communications with complicit Scrabble leaders to be shown to the world, and that
14 they were the ones who attempted to bully me into silence. For them to claim that this lawsuit is
15 chilling their free speech is laughable. I would much rather be having this entire Scrabble
16 political battle in a completely transparent way with the public able to view all of their
17 statements, my statements, and the Scrabble associations’ statements. To quote defendant
18 MicKissen’s motion on this topic, “such hypocrisy should not be sanctioned.™
19

20

22 ®| had intended for the defendants to already be in possession of all of those documents through

23 responses to requests for production. The only reason that there were some gaps was that my former

24 attorney Marc Mohan had failed to pass along some documents, which | corrected when | served them

25 the PLAINTIFF’'S THIRD SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE TO DEFENDANT EVANS CLINCHY’S

26 REQUESTS FOR PRODUCTION on August 8th, 2023. More detail about Mr. Mohan'’s failure to serve the
27 documents is in the DECLARATION OF DAVID KOENIG filed on August 10, 2023.

21 * DEFENDANT MCKISSEN’S SPECIAL MOTION TO STRIKE, p.4 .2
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1 DEFAMATION
2 Defendants have alleged that the entire case for defamation rests on only two statements
3 and that these statements are merely matters of opinion. There were far more than two
4 defamatory statements, and those statements were matters of fact, not opinion. Plaintiff admits
5 that his former attorney Mr. Mohan did not do a thorough enough job of indicating the
6 defamatory statements in his initial responses to requests for production, so plaintiff has served
7 on August 14th, 2023 a fourth supplemental request for production that addresses exactly this
g issue. (Exhibit 15)
9 Furthermore, all three defendants have committed a mix of defamation per se and
10 defamation by implication in their statements to the Scrabble associations. Some obvious
11 examples of defamation per se from defendant E. Clinchy are: Plaintiff is “a man who abuses
12 women,” and who “has spent hours and hours discussing his intent to kill me.” Examples from
13 defendant J. Clinchy: “David Koenig has: 1. Coerced me to have sex with him after I repeatedly
14 told him No.; 2. Harassed, threatened, and stalked multiple women.” Examples from defendant
15 McKissen: Plaintiff “forced me to listen to all of the ways and how badly he wanted the deaths of

99 ¢

16 Jennifer and Evans for over a hundred hours,” and plaintiff “was stalking” “this other married

17 girl.”

18 All three defendants have also used insinuation as a further means of assassinating the

19 plaintiff’s character. The most egregious insinuations have been by defendant J. Clinchy who

20 (1) wrote her incident report statement (Exhibit 3) in a way that causes a reasonable reader to

21 infer that plaintiff stalked defendant McKissen by following her to Portland, Oregon,

22 even though plaintiff moved there long before defendant McKissen, and
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(2) included her 2018 letter to Jason Idalski (Exhibit 8: Bates 237; defendant’s highlighting)

2 and a paragraph about it (Exhibit 8: Bates #233; plaintiff’s highlighting) in her follow-up
3 statement to insinuate that she had reported in 2018 that I had sexually abused her, even

4 though the letter is not about me at all.

5 Defendant McKissen insinuated that my temporarily moving in with her in Salt Lake City

6 was coercive and that she was trying to placate me: e.g., “staying on the monster’s good side,”

7 “he does not move the fuck on,” (Exhibit 2: Bates #14) even though she texted me in a very

8 romantic way for more than a month before I moved to Salt Lake City, and practically begged

9 me to come, including by telling me that the move had the endorsement of her friends and
10 family. These insinuations led one reader to ask “ Is she alleging something analogous to
11 Stockholm Syndrome?” (Exhibit 16)
12 Defendant E. Clinchy insinuated that he and defendant J. Clinchy were directors of their
13 online club when they were not, to make it seem like I had violated their arbitrary and vindictive
14 rule that I could only play in events of their organization that they did not direct. On the surface,
15 this may not seem defamatory, but this came after WESPA President Chris Lipe, had publicly
16 defended the Clinchys’ exclusionary behavior of me on the basis that I still had the opportunity
17 to play in events of their organization that were directed by other people. (Exhibits 17-18)
18 In summary, there is a great deal of defamatory material in all of the defendants’
19 statements, and a reductionary analysis of which particular sentences include defamatory
20 material misses defamation that happened in between the lines.
21
22

23
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1 INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS
2 Defendants made two arguments against the claim of Intentional Infliction of Emotional
3 Distress. The first argument was “One incident is generally not actionable—there must be
4 repeated conduct.”
5 In the case of the Clinchys, there have been many incidents of intentional infliction of
6 emotional distress since 2017. Many are described in great detail in the splenetic.net blog
7 postings and my September 6th, 2022 response to the incident report. A pre-publication reader of
8 the first two blog posts, The Crucible and The Fallout, summarized thus: “If you think there was
9 a whisper campaign to blacklist you, I can offer some confirmation that there probably was.”
10 (Exhibit 19)
11 In the case of defendant McKissen, she wrote three documents defaming me, dated
12 March 1st, 2022, March 3rd, 2022, and September 9, 2022.
13 Closely related to this last point is the other argument made against the Intentional
14 Infliction of Emotional Distress claim, which applies only to defendant McKissen. Her motion
15 claims that plaintiff “does not believe Ms. McKissen acted intentionally or maliciously”® based
16 on a quotation from my September 6th, 2022 response to NASPA’s incident report.
17 I wrote the lines she quoted in response to the incident report and before defendant
18 McKissen doubled down on defaming me with her September 9th, 2022 statement. I updated my
19 views when I saw the later statement. To be more precise, when I read her statement from the

20 incident report, I considered two possible interpretations to be possible: (1) defendant McKissen

21 was intentionally and maliciously trying to drive me out of Scrabble, or (2) defendant McKissen

23 ° DEFENDANT MCKISSEN’S SPECIAL MOTION TO STRIKE, p.14, 1.22-23
22 SDEFENDANT MCKISSEN'’S SPECIAL MOTION TO STRIKE, p.15, I.7
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1 had misinterpreted our interactions so badly—perhaps at least partly due to her own self-admitted
2 craziness (Exhibit 6: Bates #224)—that she thought she had to lie for her own protection.
3 If the second interpretation was correct, I assumed that my thorough explanation of what
4 had really happened from my point of view at the January 2022 New Orleans tournament
5 (Exhibit 5: Bates #160-163) and my explanation that her seeing me on the Woogles Discord
6 group in February 2022 had nothing to do with her (Exhibit 5: Bates #163-164), which was well
7 corroborated (Exhibit 6: #189-190), would have been enough for defendant McKissen to stop
8 burying herself deeper in lies and instead to admit her mistake by retracting her statement.
9 Once defendant McKissen opted not to relent but instead to double down, despite the
10 massive evidence that had already been presented that she was lying, I no longer considered the
11 second interpretation plausible. I can now only interpret her defamation of me as an intentional
12 and malicious act, especially in her September 9th, 2022 statement.
13 INTENTIONAL INTERFERENCE WITH ECONOMIC RELATIONS
14 Defendant McKissen’s motion states, “plaintiff cannot present substantial evidence that
15 he earned any economic advantage from the Scrabble tournaments.” On August 11th, 2023, I
16 filed PLAINTIFF’S DECLARATION OF ESTIMATED SCRABBLE PRIZE WINNINGS,
17 which demonstrates that I have earned at least $21,602 in prize winnings in my 20 year Scrabble
18 career, and that $1500-$2000 per year is a reasonable estimate for my winnings in the last several
19 years, if defendants had not interfered with my ability to compete in tournaments.
20 I am not going to argue that this is a lot of money. Especially in more recent years as |
21 have played overseas a lot, the costs of travel and other expenses have often been as large or
22 greater than the winnings. However, it is still the case that a significant portion of my travel costs

23 have been offset by the Scrabble winnings, and that some overseas trips have paid for
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1 themselves. For example, my trip to Warrington, England to compete in the first ever Grand

2 Slam tournament was a very inexpensive one for me. Frequent flier miles paid for my airfare,

3 and I stayed at the home of a friend in Manchester. The £825 (approximately $1046) I won for

4 finishing in first place in the tournament ended up being slightly more than all of my expenses

5 for the trip. I did not make much of a profit, but my winnings paid for an entire vacation to

6 England. That is a quality of life issue that defendants have interfered with.

7 Furthermore, I have needed to travel long distances by air for almost all of my

8 tournaments in recent years, specifically because of the Clinchys’ interference in my ability to

9 play in tournaments that were more local to me. As I explained in the splenetic.net blog post The
10 Fallout, the Clinchys have blackballed me from nearly all large tournaments in the Pacific
11 Northwest since 2018, both when they were directing NASPA events and under their new CoCo
12 organization. It is highly likely that if they had not been interfering with my ability to compete in
13 tournaments I would have had lower total travel costs for my tournament schedule.
14 CONSPIRACY
15 I have already uncovered enough evidence to suggest that there was a civil conspiracy
16 involving all three defendants and Steven Pellinen. More discovery may show that other
17 Scrabble association leaders may also have been accomplices, and I have already stated in a
18 previous filing that one of the reasons my former attorney withdrew was his failure to vigorously
19 pursue that discovery.’
20 In the numbered subsections below, I will outline some of the circumstantial evidence
21 that suggests further discovery may prove fruitful to prevailing on conspiracy claims. An
22 important takeaway of this section is that the economic and reputational damage that the

23 defendants have done to me is not just about my relationship with NASPA. The defendants have

24 " DECLARATION OF DAVID KOENIG, filed August 10th, 2023, items 15 and 37(c)
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1 potentially damaged my relationship with WESPA, which sanctions tournaments worldwide, and
2 the degree to which they have both poisoned WGPO to me and used false stories about me to

3 help WGPO and CoCo poach tournaments from NASPA also interferes with my ability to make
4 money from Scrabble.

5 1. The Frying Pan Story

6 In her statement in the incident report, defendant J. Clinchy alleged:
7 On March 2, 2022, Lola spoke with me by phone. She recounted that Dave had
8 consistently told her that he wanted to kill my husband by hitting him in the head with a
9 cast iron frying pan. (Exhibit 3: Bates #24)
10 Nowhere in any of defendant McKissen’s statements does she mention anything about a

11 frying pan. Without any record of that phone conversation, who is to say whether this story was
12 told to defendant J. Clinchy exactly as she alleges, whether defendant J. Clinchy embellished it,
13 or whether both defendants collaborated in constructing it?

14 I do not remember a conversation with defendant McKissen that matches this description.
15 I know that we talked about our cast iron frying pans several times, usually in the context of

16 cooking with them and how to clean them properly. I do not remember saying it, but I can

17 believe in a moment of anger that I might have said something about wanting to smack some

18 sense into defendant E. Clinchy with a frying pan, but that is a far cry from using it as a murder
19 weapon. If I did say anything along those lines, I doubt I said it more than once.

20 The fact that this embellished or fabricated story originated from a dialog between the

21 two defendants rather than a writing by one of them increases the likelihood that it was a product
22 of conspiracy.

23 2. The CoCo/WGPO connection, Steven Pellinen, and Michael Tang
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1 As mentioned above, defendant McKissen’s mention of the Word Cup in her March 1st,

2 2022 letter to defendant J. Clinchy (Exhibit 4: Bates #30) suggests that the defendants’

3 motivation for filing the incident report was at least partially to preemptively stop me from

4 registering for the July 2022 Word Cup, a tournament that had originally been planned by

5 WGPO and that CoCo had latched onto as a co-organizer. (Exhibit 10: Bates #397) Furthermore,

6 the person who spearheaded the entire incident report against me, Steven Pellinen, was acting as

7 both President of WGPO and a Board Member of CoCo, as he himself wrote at the top of his

8 April 14th letter to me attached to the incident report. (Exhibit 20)

9 On August 8th, 2022, before I had submitted a defense to the NASPA incident report but
10 after both CoCo and WGPO had suspended me for five years, Singaporean tournament director
11 Michael Tang made the announcement that the 2024 Alchemist Cup (essentially the World Cup
12 of Scrabble) would not allow American players who were banned by two out of three national
13 associations, counting NASPA, WGPO, and CoCo as national associations, (Exhibit 21) a rule
14 that targeted me and no one else in the world. Neither WGPO nor CoCo had WESPA recognition
15 and had ever been involved in international qualifying before. Who or what motivated Michael
16 Tang to do this? It seems likely that someone communicated with him who at least had an
17 interest in supporting one or both of WGPO and CoCo, and/or in excommunicating me.

18 3. The New Orleans tournament and Lila Kay Crotty

19 Prior to me submitting my September 6th, 2022 response to the NASPA incident report,
20 the organizers of the New Orleans Scrabble tournament, which had been sanctioned by NASPA
21 for over a decade, announced that the January 2023 edition would instead be sanctioned by

22 WGPO and CoCo. The New Orleans tournament has historically been one of the strongest
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1 tournaments in the USA aside from our National Championship, and losing it is a significant

2 blow to NASPA.

3 How much did the story about what was going on with my disciplinary case play a role,

4 particularly because I had been the tournament victor in 2022, the only accusations in the

5 incident report that took place at a Scrabble tournament happened specifically at the New

6 Orleans tournament, and the main organizer of the New Orleans tournament, Lila Kay Crotty, is

7 on the NASPA Advisory Board® that suspended me in 2022?

8 I do not know Lila Kay Crotty well, but I can confirm that she greeted me warmly the

9 first time I attended the New Orleans tournament in 2013 and coldly in more recent years after
10 2017. This makes sense, since Jennifer revealed in her statement in the incident report that she
11 “shared Dave’s email threats with the directors of the [2017] New Orleans tournament.” (Exhibit
12 3: Bates #22)
13 I wrote more in the “Political Background” section of my May 26, 2023 appeal to
14 NASPA (Exhibit 10: Bates #396-400) explaining how my reputation and ability to compete in
15 Scrabble tournaments has gotten entangled with the power politics between NASPA, WGPO,
16 and CoCo. The fact that so many people in WGPO rushed to judgment of me before I wrote my
17 defense and that NASPA has been so secretive about the rationale for my suspension suggest to
18 me that there may be people in both organizations who have conspired with the defendants to
19 push me out, beyond Steven Pellinen, whom we already know about. The fact that Sue Tremblay,
20 who has been sympathetic to my plight, was kept out of the loop, contrary to usual procedure,
21 also raises alarm bells. (Exhibit 10: Bates #395)

22 4. The CoCo/WESPA connection and Chris Lipe

23 8 Lila Kay Crotty has been on the NASPA Advisory Board since 2018, was reelected recently even though
24 she defected her New Orleans tournament to WGPO/CoCo, and is still in a term to serve until 2025.
25 (Exhibit 22)
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1 Evans Clinchy was the Best Man of Chris Lipe, the President of WESPA, at his July 17,

2 2018 wedding in Aruba. That wedding is the last time that the Clinchys and I were ever in the

3 same place. (Exhibit 5: Bates #147)

4 After I published The Crucible and The Fallout, Chris Lipe wrote on several social media

5 posts, both mine and other people’s, to criticize me for publishing the blog to deflect accusations

6 of impropriety against the Clinchys. (Exhibits 17-18) Cesar del Solar, in the addendum to his

7 statement of support in my response to the incident report, also mentioned the relationship

8 between defendant E. Clinchy and Lipe and how it is different than that between E. Clinchy and

9 the rest of the WESPA Executive Committee. (Exhibit 23: Bates #334)
10 My current status with WESPA is that they are refusing to hear an appeal of my case with
11 NASPA as long as NASPA delays hearing my appeal. (Exhibit 24) ABSP has said that this will
12 prevent me from playing in WESPA rated tournaments even outside of North America, which
13 excludes me from most of the larger international tournaments around the globe. (Exhibit 25)
14 This means that the defendants have interfered with my ability to play in Scrabble tournaments
15 and to make money from them even outside of North America.
16 Considering that Lipe is my current contact person at WESPA for my appeal; that he has
17 played in the majority of tournaments that the Clinchys have kept me out of; that his wife Randi
18 Goldberg has been organizing tournaments for CoCo; and that Lipe’s public statements about my
19 relationship with CoCo have sometimes suggested that he might have a conflict of interest with
20 regards to WESPA and CoCo, there is at least circumstantial reason to believe that Lipe may be
21 in possession of communication relevant to this case that neither plaintiff nor the court yet have
22 access to.

23
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1 VIOLATIONS OF THE NASPA CODE OF CONDUCT

2 The Clinchys’ motions say, “the [NASPA] Advisory Board determined that at least three

3 of the plaintiff’s actions were in violation of Section 2 of the Association’s Code of Conduct.

4 Notably, the Advisory Board decided that plaintiff had violated the Code of Conduct based

5 largely through plaintiff’s own submissions.”

6 This is what NASPA said to me in their email giving me a three year ban, (Exhibit 26)

7 but it is not plausible. NASPA did not give me or WESPA any specifics on what the supposed

8 three violations were, even when WESPA complained to them about this issue, according to

9 non-voting WESPA board member Eric Kinderman. (Exhibit 27) They refused to give any more
10 justification of their rationale, and at this point they seem to have put my appeal into an infinite
11 holding pattern.(Exhibits 28-29) Furthermore, last I heard from my former attorney Mr. Mohan,
12 NASPA was refusing to comply with the subpoena that Mr. Fuller ordered on them.
13 MY REPUTATION IN THE MEDIA
14 Defendant McKissen has alleged that [ have an “already-tanked reputation” because of a
15 2008 article in New Jersey Monthly. All three defendants have used this fifteen year old article as
16 their only media evidence that I have a bad reputation. The other article that the defendants
17 included in their evidence, the Sports Illustrated story by Alex Prewitt, does not mention me.
18 I have been mentioned in the media for reasons related to Scrabble many other times, and
19 none of them have said anything negative about me. Exhibit 30 shows three articles in which I
20 am mentioned or quoted as a Scrabble expert, from Reader’s Digest in 2022, Slate in 2010, and

21 Slate in 2014. Here is a news video clip from the NBC affiliate in Orlando, Florida in which I

22 was interviewed during the 2012 National Scrabble Championship and spoke about the integrity

23 and honesty of the players.

24 9 EVANS CLINCHY’S SPECIAL MOTION TO STRIKE, p.4 1.8-12
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTQvvvOyzI4

1 The New Jersey Monthly article is very old and is such a minor issue that it is almost not
2 worth responding to. If you take the time to read it, you will see that there is very little in the
3 article to support the anonymous quote that I was “the most despised player in Scrabble.” The
4 author was a journalism student who was trying to stir the pot and get his article noticed by
5 making me sound much more controversial than I was. In 2008, I also was far from famous
6 enough in the Scrabble world to be the “the most (anything).”
7 The phrase in the article, “Koenig’s arrogance, a character flaw to which he freely
g admits,” is a misrepresentation of what I said to the reporter. It was the single line of the article
9 that bothered me most when it came out, and the memory has stuck with me 15 years later. I
10 admitted to the writer that I had sometimes behaved arrogantly, not that it was a character flaw. I
11 was also 30 years old at the time and am 45 now.
12 The article also came out around the time I met Evans, and it did not stop us from
13 becoming friends for the first few years that we knew each other. Both Jennifer and Lola knew
14 about the article when we started dating, and it did not get in the way of either of them having a
15 romantic relationship with me. The extent to which they have harped on this irrelevant article
16 when they all knew very well for a long time that its prominent sound bite was not a fair
17 reflection of me, in their motions to strike and even in Jennifer’s requests for admission, is one
18 more way that they are doing everything they can to assassinate my character.
19 DARRELL DAY INCIDENT
20 Plaintiff has already explained many times in his response to NASPA’s incident report
21 and his appeal to NASPA, that the Darrell Day incident is not relevant to the defendants, and
22 they only keep bringing it up to assassinate his character. The Clinchys did not mention it in their

23 motion to strike, but defendant McKissen did, in order to justify that her “fear is reasonable.”!’

24 ' DEFENDANT MCKISSEN’S SPECIAL MOTION TO STRIKE, p. 7, I.3
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1 Plaintiff is not defending his behavior toward Darrell Day. He has accepted NASPA’s

2 disciplinary decision and publicly stated that he will not make the same mistake again. However,

3 plaintiff is skeptical of defendant McKissen’s claims that the Darrell Day story is the real source

4 of her concerns about the plaintiff for a number of reasons.

5 Defendant McKissen helped plaintiff write his defense to NASPA about the Darrell Day

6 incident before they ever moved in together. After it happened, plaintiff and defendant McKissen

7 lived together for five weeks in Salt Lake City and then two weeks in Seattle, and plaintiff and

8 defendant continued very friendly relations for more than a month after that.

9 Defendant McKissen’s letter to Jennifer on March 1st, 2022 (Exhibit 4) does not mention
10 Darrell Day at all. Her incident report statement only mentions him once in a parenthetical, and
11 does not even claim that I talked about him in person when we were living together. (Exhibit 2:
12 Bates #15) His name was only mentioned in passing as a basis for comparison with other angry
13 things I said when we were alone.

14 It was only after 1 triggered defendant McKissen’s memory about our communications by
15 including other texts and emails that we sent each other regarding Darrell Day in my September
16 6th, 2022 response to the NASPA incident report, that she then decided to give the first draft of
17 my email to NASPA and to include in her September 9th statement entirely fabricated stories

18 about conversations we never had about Darrell Day. (Exhibit 9: Bates #246)

19 This suddenly becoming a big issue when it was not in her earlier writings about me is a
20 clear a sign to me that her intent in the September 9th statement was to maliciously assassinate

21 my character and throw everything at NASPA that she thought could possibly get me banned,

22 even things that were not on her mind and that she did not remember when she wrote her earlier

23 statements.
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1 BAD FAITH LITIGATION CONDUCT
2 As explained in the introduction, this topic is addressed in a supplemental response to the
3 motion. However, let me reiterate just one of the findings in that response here: To date plaintiff
4 has served 460 pages of responsive documents to defendants in responses to requests for
5 production, and defendants have served 0 pages of responsive documents to plaintiff in responses
6 to requests for production.
7 CONCLUSION
8 Plaintiff has already presented much evidence and argumentation to demonstrate a
9 possibility of prevailing on all claims. Further discovery from both the defendants and third
10 parties increases the likelihood of plaintiff prevailing on all claims.
11 Plaintiff apologizes for all procedural issues which caused the initial complaint and
12 amended complaints to be delivered improperly. Since beginning to represent pro se, plaintiff has
13 made it a priority to catch up on gaps in discovery that Mr. Fuller wanted to be addressed and to
14 respond fully to the anti-SLAPP motions, but the next priority will be addressing the procedural
15 issues.
16 Statute of limitations issues should not prevent this case from being heard, especially
17 because defendants continued to defame plaintiff on September 9th, 2022.
18 Anti-SLAPP motions are a bad fit for this case, because the defamation committed by the
19 defendants was not in a public forum, but instead behind closed doors with the intention of
20 influencing the few people in leadership of Scrabble associations, and it is the defendants who
21 are trying to chill free speech about the topic in public forums—NOT the plaintiff.
22 Other background topics that defendants brought up have also been addressed, and none

23 of those stand out as issues that should prevent the hearing of this case.
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August 15, 2023.

/s/ David Koenig

Plaintiff, representing pro se
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1 PROOF OF SERVICE
2 | certify that I caused this document to be served via e-mail on:
3

4 Defendants Jennifer and Evans Clinchy
5 % Atty: Michael Fuller
6 Olsen Daines
7 US Bancorp Tower
8 111 SW 5th Ave., Suite 3150
9 Portland, Oregon 97204
10 michael@underdoglawyer.com
11
12 Defendant BriAnna (Lola) McKissen
13 % Atty: Ashley L. Vaughn
14 Dumas & Vaughn
15 3835 NE Hancock St., Suite GLB
16 Portland, Oregon 97212
17 Ashley@DumasandVaughn.com
18
19 August 15, 2023.
20 /s/ David Koenig
21 I
22
23
24
25 Plaintiff, representing pro se
26
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STATEMENT FROM EVAN CLINCHY 20001

To all leaders of the Scrabble community:

| would like to set the record straight about something. | understand that there's a narrative out
there in the Scrabble community that | have somehow turned other players against David
Koenig - that because of some deep-seated anger or hatred that | feel, I've led some sort of
campaign of ostracism to keep him out of the Scrabble community.

That narrative is false. | would like to unequivocally state for the record what | have done to DK
consistently over the last five years:

Nothing.

The truth is, | have tried very hard to avoid doing anything at all to antagonize DK. I've grappled
for the last five years with the fact that he deliberately and maliciously sought to harass and
threaten my once-partner, now-wife, Jennifer - behavior that he's openly admitted to in writing, in
fact. But rather than malign him for this behavior, publicly or privately, | have held back for five
years. I've avoided attacking his character; I've avoided exposing his misdeeds to the world. I've
avoided weighing in on the petty squabbles on Facebook about who was unfair to whom. |
made a conscious choice years ago not to dignify any of it with an answer. I've never cared
about winning this argument; all I've ever wanted is for my wife and myself to be left alone.

The most hostile thing I've done to DK, if you could even call it that, is remain silent. | made a
decision in early 2017 that | would no longer exchange pleasantries or shake hands with DK
when | saw him at Scrabble tournaments. My reasoning for this was simple, and it's the exact
same reasoning that | apply to Sam Kantimathi - | reserve pleasantries and handshakes only for
people | respect, and | have no respect for a man who abuses women. There is zero doubt in
my mind that DK is that.

My hope all along has been, if | just ignored DK for long enough, he would eventually lose
interest and go away. This has not turned out well.

e In 2018, he attempted to register for a house tournament that Jennifer and | were
hosting. Jennifer refused his entry, citing his history of harassment and threats. |
remained silent.

e 1In 2019, he threatened to go public with his grievances against Jennifer and me, sending
messages through intermediaries such as Steve Pellinen. | remained silent.

e In 2020, he actually did go public with his grievances, publishing a 24,000-word rant that
was filled with distortions and lies about my actions and my character. | remained silent.

e In 2021, when Scrabble was virtual due to the pandemic, he tried to play in our online
Scrabble club, even though he knows he is not welcome to play Scrabble events that we
direct. Three other co-directors of that club (not Jennifer or myself) unanimously came
together to ban him. | remained silent.

e 1In 2022, | learned that he has spent hours and hours discussing his intent to kill me,
including specific details about the weapon he'd use and the method he'd employ.
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| refuse to be silent any longer.

My hope was that staying quiet would defuse the situation - that eventually, this would all just
fizzle out. To my horror, the opposite has happened. The situation has escalated to the point
where this man is now openly discussing how to murder me in cold blood. And all this time,
what I've done to provoke this is... nothing.

The truth is, | have worked hard to avoid provocation. At every opportunity, I've shied away. |
regularly ignore emails and texts from friends who mention DK - | don't want to talk about him.
When | hear his name mentioned in an in-person setting, | leave the room. All I've ever done is
stay out of this conflict. And for that, I'm repaid with the knowledge that he may kill me.

I'm not alone, either. I've been around this man for 14 years now, and I've seen countless
examples of him turning nasty, threatening, or downright horrifying in confrontations with other
Scrabble players. I'm still shocked to this day by the vile threats he issued to Darrell Day in
2020.

| am not interested in hearing his explanation for any of this. | already know that he'll respond
with a combination of lies, distortions, and excuses.

I'm not interested in an apology, either. | already know it wouldn't be sincere - the rant he
published in 2020 revealed that the last apology he sent Jennifer was a lie and he wasn't

actually sorry.

If this man continues to be allowed anywhere near Scrabble, he is a clear threat not only to my
wife and to myself, but to everyone else in the game as well.

After all, he's expressed his urge to shoot up a Scrabble tournament. What more needs to be
said?

Respectfully, | am asking for his banishment for life from our community. | truly believe that is
the only way to deal with this threat once and for all.

Thank you for your consideration.

Evans Clinchy
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STATEMENT BY BRIANNA McKISSEN
March 3, 2022

When I realized this that I can’t feel safe here until everyone knows the whole
story of what happened with Koenig, and that this conversation needed to happen soon,
I knew I needed to first tell the other involved parties and get their permission. I have
that permission now. In writing everything down for Jennifer Clinchy, who I had never
brought this up with, I also realized that writing everything down was the only way I
could tell you guys the whole story, without breaking down and stopping, skipping
around erratically, or smoothing it over and pretending it’s not that bad when I detect

you guys getting scared or uncomfortable. This is extremely difficult for me.

In 2019, I broke up with my fiance after 7 years. I had known Dave online for
about 10 years. He'd started sending me private messages and flirting with me when I
was still married, and I had always assumed all of the mutual friends he listed were
actually friends of his while he hovered and flirted. We’d met once in person, in 2018 at
a trivia night with my then boyfriend and other friends when he moved to Seattle. When
my relationship ended, he started back up with the flirting immediately, we face timed
and got to know each other during the months leading into 2020, then he asked if he
could come visit me in Utah. I ended up cancelling that. I thought that sounded very
uncomfortable and a bit creepy, so we made plans to go to San Juan instead, get a suite

with separate beds for the beginning and figure it out from there.

We arrived in Puerto Rico on March 12, 2020. This seemed really safe at the time.
I wasn’t counting on: a global pandemic, him being an actual psychopath, or how I
would react to that. I was abused pretty severely as a young child by a similar type of

person, and that very first day in Puerto Rico we were having a bottle of wine after
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dinner and he lost his temper and went into a long rant about how Jennifer and Evans,
who I had only vaguely heard of, were trying to ruin his life. It was horrifying. I don’t
know if any of you have seen him angry, but he was completely out of control. When he’s
like this he is yelling loudly, does not care who can hear him, his eyes go all dark and
bulgy and unfocused and he shakes violently. It ends with “I'm writing a book proving it,

and what I really want is for her to be so humiliated that she kills herself.”

I don’t know if you can understand why I reacted the way I did, but I really want
you to, so I will keep typing. As a six year old, I could not escape or in any way stop what
was happening to me. What I learned to do, was do a really good job of staying on the
monster’s good side, to the extent that I believed I was responsible for keeping them
from getting angry. If I set them off, very bad things would happen to me. It was literally
the only way I had to stay alive, and it worked. I got better, and was better for a long
time. That didn’t help me not snap right back in that state, it in fact made me vulnerable

to people like him. Normal girls just run.

The trip was strange and punctuated by the world shutting down, and us being
stuck together in a hotel with no open restaurants, etc. I assumed this would be the end
of it all. Other than the obsessive need to help him calm the fuck down, I found I really
didn’t like him much in person. He showed zero interest in me as a human being, and
was annoyingly self-centered and controlling. I honestly don’t think he cared much for
me either, other than this person makes me looks good and doesn’t run away while I flip
out and say evil, crazy things.

When we get home to our respective apartments and a sudden unending

lockdown, he does not move the fuck on. He continues to call me to cry and whine and
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rant, and I am incredibly anxious about the world and everything, and continue to text
him. I become increasingly sure it’s my job to help him stop being this way. We’re both
already exposed to each other, so we decide he’ll drive down and stay with me in Salt

Lake.

The next 8 weeks were a surreal nightmare. In the beginning, in the daytime, he
was the charming person I thought I was going on that trip with, but every night when
he got tired he would turn into a whole other person, who I'd describe in my journal as
Mr. Hyde, the shaking, shouting one, and I’d have to lie there listening for hours and
hours while he shouted about how much this woman and her husband deserved to die
and how he would want to carry that out. Sometimes the people who needed to die were
the people who must have told lies about him last time he noticed that people don’t like
him, in DC. Sometimes it was his mother. Once it was a whole random tournament of
Scrabblers he wanted to shoot down, because they didn’t stop the Clinchys from lying
about him or excluding him. I inquired if the people he considered his best friends were
included, when they certainly weren’t responsible, but he said they also deserved to die
for not stopping Jenn and Evans. At one point, every single person who voted for Trump
deserved death. Publicly and viciously, no matter why they decided to do that. [This part
is not dissimilar to the Facebook threat against Darrel Day, which I think you're all
familiar with.] He was never in control of himself during any of this, and would even yell
this way at himself in the shower. He's incredibly delusional, and there’s no arguing
with any of it, but I kept believing I could make him see where the gaps were in his logic.

He's supposed to be an exceptionally logical person.
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I have listened to at least a hundred hours of insane murder fantasies at top

volume right next to me. I could not make it stop, and I am not okay.

In the very last argument, he was insisting with absolute certainty that his moral
judgment is infallible, which seals his place as the scariest person I've ever met. I won’t
let it go this time, because I NEED him to understand he does not have a right to
torment others because of how he feels, but he can not get around it. He finally declares

he is not in love with me.

This seemed like a really lucky break. I could just go, he could assume I was
heartbroken, and he would just gradually forget I exist. I am still pretty sure he’s going
to kill someone someday, and all I could do was make sure it wasn’t me. I was still
looking at the whole thing as a story about this bad guy, Dave, and his victim, Jennifer.
Like I was a bystander that, at best, had just witnessed something horrible, or at worst,

was responsible for not stopping him.

Two years have gone by of me telling him to leave me alone, and that I do not
want to be friends with him. He finds a new way to get access to me over and over again.

Every few months, I think it’s over and he contacts me again.

I told Conrad when we let CoCo club ban Dave, because I was afraid I would be
blamed for not fixing it and making them let him play. He panicked and we had to bring
Jesse in to help him see my point of view, that if the truth about what he is and said got
out, I would be the only possible source of that information, and I was terrified I'd
become the center of Dave’s conspiracy theories. They agreed to do whatever I needed to

feel safe and NOT tell everyone what happened.
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In New Orleans, I was pretty anxious, particularly because only those two
Scrabblers understood any of this. Conrad wouldn’t be on site, and Jesse Day had to
cancel due to Covid at the last minute. On the first day, I started to relax significantly
when I realized Dave wasn’t acknowledging my existence at all. Unfortunately, I was
coming back into the hotel after lunch and held the door open for someone coming up

the stairs behind me. It was him, and he said “Oh! I didn’t recognize you with that hair.”

This sounded promising, like he must not be concerned about me at all, if he
doesn’t remember what I look like. But after that he started hovering wherever I was
talking to friends, like we were friends and he was waiting for me. Or trying to convince
people we were still friends? I couldn’t tell what in the hell he was doing other than
making me scared. On Sunday, I won a game too fast and headed out to the hallway to
watch the Twitch stream. He followed me out, made a little small talk, and then
launched into a rant, accusing me of all kinds of things, it was the same rage with the

shaking and bulging eyes, but he was keeping his volume low.

I am now responsible for the way people avoid him, because I've been playing
CoCo tournaments, because I've supposedly been spreading the lies that this other
married girl after/during me that he was stalking was supposedly spreading, for turning
Conrad against him when he was sure they were such great friends after he posted his
blog about Jenn, that I'm responsible for Woogles allowing CoCo club to exist, for letting

them ban him from it, and so on.

I told him that I believe Conrad is protecting me, I tell him that I do think he’s an
actual psychopath, that I'm terrified of him, that I owe him absolutely nothing, and I

asked him again to leave me alone.
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At this point, his posture changed completely. He relaxed and sat back. I feel like
he smiled, but who knows through a mask. “So you know. I feel more betrayed by you
than by anything Jennifer and Evans did.” Which is the most terrifying thing he could
possibly say to me. This is the threat. And I know it doesn’t sound like a threat out of
context. And he knows that. And that’s why it was necessary that you hear all the back

story.

I'll say that again, so you understand it as I heard it and as I feel certain he
intended it. It is very carefully worded: he forced me to listen to all of the ways and how
badly he wanted the deaths of Jennifer and Evans for over a hundred hours. And then

he told me to my face, that he now thinks that what I have done is worse.

I realized that I've been afraid for my life for 2 years, over and over certain I'm
going to die at his hands, and have been dissociating for most of the time you've known
me, telling myself this is a story about a psychopath, Dave, and his victim, Jennifer, and

that it wasn’t about me. It would just go away if I ignored it long enough.

It will not. I immediately made an appointment with a trauma counselor from the
airport, told Jesse and Conrad what happened, told you guys I need a break, and talked
to Cesar. But I feel like I wasn’t clear, and he didn’t understand me, which is part of why
I've written this all down and need to tell you all together. I'm still looking into a
restraining order, but it’s very complicated and scary and involves a hearing WITH him

every six months.

Which leads us to where we are today.
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A couple weeks after I talked to César, Conrad, and Jesse, Dave is suddenly being
added to the Friends of Woogles channel and submitting pull requests. I think that’s
resolved for now, but I have zero confidence it won’t happen again. He WILL try to get
you to make me let him have access to me. He WILL try to make it look like we're on

good terms and it'll be fine, as he did last time. He's been doing it for years.

I need you to know what to do. If you don't feel willing, I cannot feel safe here and

I need to know that now.

I am not asking that you believe that he is delusional and unhinged, that he’s a
psychopath, or that he will ever actually physically harm me, Jennifer, Evans, or anyone

else. I'm not a psychologist, and I can't see the future.

If you consider me a friend, what I need you to believe is that -I- believe it. He is
the scariest person I've ever met, and that includes my childhood abuser, who did not

have the means to terrorize adults or get away with it.

If he reaches out, I do not care if you tell him you think I'm nuts, as long as that
ends with “but she IS afraid of you, and it’'s NOT happening, man.” PLEASE do not help

him get access to me.

If you don’t consider me a friend, but care about Woogles, I need you to
understand that I cannot be working on this project in any way if he’s associated with it.
I believe this last try is an attempt to undermine my credibility and prove that I must
not ACTUALLY be being terrorized if I continue to act civilly. But I'm pretty done acting

civilly.
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Woogles is extremely important to me. When I say I think it’s how I can try to
save the world, it is not hyperbole. I believe it. However, I know what we've built, the
impact it's had already, and I know what we have done here cannot be undone.
Moreover, I know what I contributed personally and I know this would not exist if I
hadn’t been part of it. Those of you who were here for the initial building and planning
know this too. I will continue to work on the mission no matter what, but will be very,
very sad if I cannot do that with you guys anymore. I can walk away to feel safe. I can
also walk away if you think the potential drama and attention is hurting Woogles and
the mission. Please let me know what you decide. I will send you each a link to the

document I am reading from.

I’'m remarkably okay with looking crazy. I'm not okay with being afraid forever.

Thank you all for listening.
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- STATEMENT BY JENNIFER CLINCHY

March 24, 2022

To the Leaders of Scrabble Organizations:

As a player, director, and member of the North American Scrabble community, | write to report
information about a player whom | believe to pose a threat to the public safety of our
community. Specifically, | write to report that David Koenig (Dave) has engaged in the following
behavior:

BN

Coerced me to have sex with him after | repeatedly told him No.

2. Harassed, threatened, and stalked multiple women.

3. Orally expressed homicidal intent, including a desire to kill my husband and commit a
mass shooting at a Scrabble tournament.

4. Published a written threat to commit explicit acts of physical violence.

5. Written and published a 164-page manifesto that intentionally discloses private

information and documents his own acts of harassment.

What follows is a summary of Dave’s relevant conduct in each of these areas. Attached is
documentation to support the information provided in this report.

| am separately reporting this information to the police. | have submitted this information
under penalty of perjury, knowing that | could be disbarred as an attorney and lose my
job if | knowingly make a false statement here.

Some of the events in this report date back more than six years. | am reporting this information
now because | recently learned that Dave has explicitly stated that he wants me dead, wants to
kill my husband, and wants to shoot up a Scrabble tournament. | am particularly concerned
about the safety risk to all members of the Scrabble community if Dave commits a mass
shooting at a tournament.

I have not risked reporting Dave until now because | feared that reporting him would enrage and

provoke him into committing an act of violence against me. Now that he is threatening the lives
of other people, | believe | am obligated to report this information.

1. Sexual Coercion

| first met Dave at a Scrabble tournament in 2013 or 2014. From 2014 through 2016, | casually
dated Dave while | resided in Washington, D.C. and he resided in Falls Church, VA. Though this
was not a committed relationship and he was not my boyfriend, he was controlling. He strongly
discouraged me from having relationships with other men in the Scrabble community.
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For two years, we had an intermittent, on-and-off consensual sexual relationship. On more than
one occasion, however, he coerced me to have sex with him after | had explicitly told him that |
did not want to have sex.

On one occasion that | remember vividly, | repeatedly and unambiguously told him that | did not
want to have sex because | knew it would hurt. He responded by trying to pull my clothing off
and fondle me. He didn’t stop his advances despite me repeatedly saying | didn’t want to have
sex. After fighting his advances for thirty minutes, | got exhausted of telling him No and
concluded that he would not stop until he got what he wanted. | stopped saying No and lay
down defeated while he penetrated me. It hurt. | dissociated from my body and lay like a dead
fish staring blankly up at the ceiling until he was done.

2. Harassment and Stalking

| attempted to end my informal relationship with Dave on at least five occasions, the last attempt
being in person in September 2016. About two months later, Dave started suspecting that | was
dating another Scrabble player, and began to email and text me harassing messages. At that
point, | had not seen him in months and we had not had any sexual relations for even longer. |
was therefore baffled to learn that he regarded us as being in a relationship that required a
breakup conversation before he would permit me to move on and date someone new.

On December 19, 2016, Dave sent me an email demanding that | meet with him (alone) in
person. | was afraid of Dave’s temper and what he might do if | met him in person. | had
witnessed his anger before and endured him yelling at me many times during the time when we
dated. In his email, he wrote, “| am not going to be angry or yell or argue or try to convince you
to do things otherwise.” Despite this promise, the speech Dave intended to give me in person—
reprinted in full in his manifesto—is unmistakably angry and demeaning.

Because | did not accede to his demands, Dave then escalated his threats. Specifically, he
threatened that he would publicly embarrass and humiliate me at an upcoming event in January
2017 if | did not give in to his demands. | found his communications disturbing and blocked his
emails, phone calls, and text messages. | later learned when he published his manifesto that he
continued sending harassing text messages to me after | blocked him, including a message on
Christmas Day, 2016, stating, “I have been very upset and angry and sometimes filled with
hatred because you have not taken down the Facebook profile picture of you on my balcony as |
asked you to.”

When | did face Dave in January 2017, | was terrified. | had shared Dave’s email threats with
the directors of the New Orleans tournament in advance because | was scared about what he
might do. | was physically shaking with fear throughout my game against him. He writes in his
manifesto that he delighted in watching me suffer in front of him. Immediately after the game, |
walked into the hallway outside the playing room and started sobbing in a corner. This was the
first time my now-husband saw me cry.
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In September 2017, | moved across the country, in part to get far away from Dave. | relocated
from Washington, D.C. to Tacoma, WA. Approximately six months later, Dave moved to Seattle,
WA, taking up residence less than an hour’s drive from my new home. Prior to moving to
Seattle, Dave had lived in Virginia for many years. At the time that he moved, he had joint
custody of a minor child who also lived in Virginia, which made his move seem all the more
strange and alarming to me.

For the next few years, Dave communicated threats to me via third parties that he would make
me regret it if | did not agree to talk to him and give him closure about our relationship. An
example is the message | received from Steve Pellinen on December 16, 2019 (Attachment A).
| received this message more than three and a half years after | had last been in anything
resembling a relationship with Dave. By that point, | hoped that Dave had moved on. Instead,
Dave’s threats and harassment further escalated into his publication of a 164-page manifesto in
July 2020. In his manifesto, described in more detail later in this report, Dave details his
harassment of me, including his continuous attempts to contact me after | had blocked his
communications.

Stalking is “A pattern of behavior directed at a specific person that would cause a reasonable
person to fear for the person’s safety or the safety of others, or suffer substantial emotional
distress.”

For years, | have experienced intense emotional distress and feared that Dave will try to hurt or
kill me or my husband. | have specifically sought out therapists with specialized training in
trauma counseling. | have spent hundreds of hours and thousands of dollars in therapy trying to
overcome my fear of Dave. Three different therapists have each independently diagnosed me
with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. | experience insomnia, nightmares of Dave attacking me,
and flashbacks from the time | spent with him. When | see someone who looks like him, | at
times become paralyzed by tonic immobility (freezing) and am unable to move.

To protect myself, | have invested substantial money in upgrading my home’s security system. |
subscribed to a video security surveillance service and replaced an exterior door in our home. |
installed a peephole in our front door. Upon learning that Dave wants me and my husband dead
and wants to shoot up a tournament, | immediately removed the street addresses for CoCo
Scrabble tournaments posted online because | am afraid that Dave will try to physically attack
me or other attendees at those events. | quit all social media and refrain as much as possible
from posting any personal information or photos of myself online because | fear that Dave or a
person sympathetic to his grievances will identify me and commit an act of violence. | knowingly
sacrificed income by delaying the launch of a website for my small business because | knew I'd
have to publish my name and photo online.

Separate from my own personal experience with Dave, | recently learned that he has harassed
and stalked another woman within the Scrabble community. Her name is Lola McKissen. Lola
told me that she dated Dave from approximately March through July of 2020. Lola stated in a
recent letter to me that after her relationship with Dave ended, “it’s been 2 years of me telling

Page 3 of 8

000023


David Koenig
Exhibit 3


000024

him to leave me alone, and that | do not want to be friends with him. He tries again every couple
months.”

In 2020 or 2021, Dave moved to Portland, OR, where Lola also lives. In January 2022, Dave
confronted and threatened Lola in person at a Scrabble tournament in New Orleans, LA; more
information about his threat to Lola appears in her letter (Attachment B). In her letter, Lola states
that she fears Dave will kill her. Like me, she is also in trauma counseling as a result of her fear
of Dave.

3. Homicidal Statements

On March 1, 2022, Lola electronically sent me a letter. In her letter, she describes Dave as
“unstable” and recounts how he would become angry and fly into a rage. She recounts that
when she dated Dave in spring 2020:

“We lived together for 8 horrific weeks. Every night when he got tired he would turn into
a whole other person and I'd have to lie there listening for hours and hours while he
shouted about how much you and Evans deserved to die and how he would want to
carry that out. Sometimes the people who needed to die were the people who must have
told lies about him last time he noticed that people don'’t like him, in DC. Sometimes it
was his mother. Once it was a whole random tournament of Scrabblers he wanted to
shoot down, because they didn’t stop you from lying about him or excluding him. At one
point, every single person who voted for Trump deserved death. He was never in control
of himself during any of this, and would even yell this way at himself in the shower.”

Lola summarizes, “I have listened to at least a hundred hours of insane murder fantasies, and |
am not okay.” She concludes by noting, “I'm pretty sure he’s going to kill someone someday.”

Dave’s expressed desire to shoot down a tournament of Scrabble players is particularly
concerning given that large Scrabble tournaments have hundreds of people in attendance.
These mass events often take place in large, open hotel ballrooms with no security. A mass
shooting of the kind that Dave has envisioned would be relatively simple to execute and difficult
to prevent.

On March 2, 2022, Lola spoke with me by phone. She recounted that Dave had consistently told
her that he wanted to kill my husband by hitting him in the head with a cast iron frying pan.
When | noted that Dave had at least not taken active steps to kill me or my husband, she
disagreed. Lola had contemporaneous conversations with Dave when he published his
manifesto in July 2020. She relayed that Dave’s intent and expectation in publishing his
manifesto was that he would so thoroughly humiliate me that | would kill myself.

Harassment is a crime. Among the conduct qualifying as harassment is to “maliciously do any
act which is intended to substantially harm the person threatened with respect to his or her
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physical or mental health or safety.” Harassers who post threatening messages online, or
whose harassment resulted in their target’s suicide, have been convicted of felony harassment
and imprisoned for years.

4. Written Threat to Commit Violence

Dave’s expressions of homicidal ideation are not his only threats of violence. Prior to publication
of his manifesto in July 2020, Dave published several explicit posts on Facebook in which he
threatened violence against another Scrabble player, Darrell Day. Among his many threats of
violence are the following posts, which he publicly posted on Facebook:

“Darrell Day | hope we meet again. | have no desire for intelligent or thoughtful
conversation. | just want to beat the living shit out of you.”

“If I bashed your fucking skull in, it would probably improve your brain, and your
appearance.”

“After | bash your skull in and leave you bleeding on the ground, I'm gonna diarrhea in
your fucking mouth and chop your balls off and stuff them in there too for good measure.
And then take pictures and send them to your kids.”

Dave has admitted to authoring this post. He received a formal disciplinary warning from a

national Scrabble association for threatening another member of the Scrabble community.

5. Manifesto Disclosing Private Information and Documenting Harassment

On July 15, 2020, Dave published online a 164-page manifesto (Attachment E) in which he
disclosed my private information and documented his own acts of harassment. The manifesto
details his perception of events that occurred primarily from 2015 through 2017. He also
describes how he believes others have wronged him by causing him to become ostracized.

Dave published his manifesto as a two-part blog series, available online at https://splenetic.net/.
Around the time when he published his manifesto, he wrote on his personal Facebook page, ‘I
recognize that | am incredibly privileged. | had the financial resources to take a year off of work
and better than average writing skills to help me tell my story effectively.”

a. Disclosure of Private Information

The information that Dave published in his manifesto includes direct reproductions of numerous
private communications that | had shared with him under a full and reasonable expectation of
privacy. In a Facebook post in July 2020, Dave provided the following justification for his
decision to publish my private text messages in his manifesto:
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“Several people have given feedback about me including text messages with Jennifer in
the appendices. | have heard this feedback, and | thought deeply before | did it. You may
feel differently, but let me say a few things about why | felt it was necessary.

The text messages corroborate many things in my story, including my mother's surgery,
my flu and mouth sore outbreak, my inability to get games with anyone but Vince. The
email exchange with Jennifer also corroborates my sexual dysfunction. | felt it was
necessary to give contemporaneous evidence to show that | was not exaggerating

any of this for sympathy. November 2016 was truly the worst month of my life,
independently from anything happening with Jennifer. In comparison, there is very little
personal detail about her contained in those messages.”

Contrary to his description of the information as containing “very little personal detail” about me,
the messages that Dave published contain personal information about my location,
employment, finances, mental health, political views, alcohol consumption, family, and sex life.
He published all of this information without my knowledge or consent. Some people choose to
disclose private information about themselves online; | do not. | am a private person who
chooses not to use social media or publish personal information about myself, which makes his
publication of my personal information all the more distressing.

b. Harassment

In his manifesto, Dave documents his own harassment of me. After emailing me on December
16, 2016, promising to not be angry or yell at me, here is how he describes his actual state of
mind and his attempts to continue harassing me after | blocked his communications:

“I still wanted to tell her off for what she had done. | wanted to have that one last
breakup conversation to create closure, but this time | didn’t need to hear anything from
her. | just wanted to communicate how unkind she had been in ghosting me and not
taking the picture down, and | believed that | could say things in just the right way that
would make her cry in front of me. This time | wanted to talk in person, because | wanted
to see those tears on her face, and | knew that if we talked on the phone, she would just
hang up on me. | also knew that if | asked her again for a meeting, she was highly likely
to just continue ghosting me. So | decided | had to give her an incentive to make the
meeting happen. | sent her one more email on January 5th, and | copied it to both of her
email accounts, just in case she had blocked the one | used previously.”

In the email he sent me on January 5, 2017, he escalates his threats, writing:

“l think it would be best to have this conversation in private, but | no longer have any
compunctions about holding back in front of other Scrabble players we know. So if you
do not meet with me before New Orleans, | will say what | need to say to you directly to
your face across the Scrabble board in the tournament room with all the other players
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able to hear. | am almost certain that if that happens you will regret not having had this
conversation in private.”

In his Facebook posts promoting publication of his manifesto, Dave writes:

“By the time | had gotten to the New Orleans tournament [in mid-danuary 2017], | was
already in a much calmer place.”

Here is how his manifesto describes that “much calmer place,” as | sat across from him shaking
with fear:

“I delighted in watching Jennifer suffer in front of me. She punished herself for her
behavior in a better way than | ever could have. | saw it as karmic justice for how much
pain she had caused me in the last couple months. But at the same time, | did not do it
to her. She did it to herself. She did it by coming to a tournament where she already
knew | was going to be, by insisting on not communicating with me prior to the
tournament, by avoiding a conversation that would have made things better, by building
up so much tension in her own head that just being there with me was such a terrible
experience, even though | wasn’t doing anything.”

Back on Facebook, Dave responds to a commenter’s criticism that he is still dismissing his own
“truly disturbing behavior,” writing:

“I'm not making light of it. | don’t deny that | handled things poorly and scared Jennifer.”

In one of his last posts about the manifesto in July 2020, Dave summarizes publication of his
manifesto as follows:

“I do have toxic aspects of my personality and anger issues ... | exposed to the world the
worst emails and text messages | sent at the worst moment in my life. I’'m willing to be
held accountable for them. | hope you’ll also recognize the bravery and the desire for
self-improvement that was inherent in putting them out there.”

Attachments

A. Message from Steve Pellinen, dated December 16, 2019

B. Letter to me from Lola McKissen, transmitted electronically on March 1, 2022

C. Facebook post published by Dave, threatening Darrell Day, published in 2020

D. Facebook posts published by Dave acknowledging authorship of his manifesto and
defending his decision to publish private information, published in July 2020

Full text of Dave’s manifesto, also available online at https://splenetic.net/

m
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| CERTIFY UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE.

EXECUTED ON: March 24, 2022

fort iy

JENNIFER CLINCHY

Exhibit 3 rage g ore
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ATTACHMENT B

Dear Jennifer,

I have been avoiding talking to you because so much of what happened to me is about
you. I can’t explain the threat to the Word Cup directors or anyone else without bringing
you into it, and I can’t bear to have you hear it second hand. I am filled with dread at
having to be the bearer of this news, but he’s been trying to get at me through Woogles

and I'm out of time to at least explain it to them, so I must now explain it to you.

I don’t know how unstable Koenig was while you were dating, but by the time I did, he
was very not okay. I had known him online for about 10 years, assuming all of the
mutual friends he listed were actually friends of his while he hovered, and we’d met once
in person, at a trivia night with my boyfriend and other friends when he moved to
Seattle. When my relationship ended, he asked if he could come visit me in Utah. I
thought that sounded uncomfortable and we made plans to go to San Juan instead, get a

suite with separate rooms for the beginning and figure it out from there.

We arrived on March 12, 2020. This seemed really safe at the time. I wasn’t counting on:
a global pandemic, him being an actual psychopath, or how I would react to that. I was
abused pretty severely as a young child by a similar type of person, and that very first
day in Puerto Rico I went immediately into freeze and fawn to try to play nice and not
become his target. If you don’t have experience with this kind of thing, I'm not sure I can
explain myself, other than disassociating and trying to get on his good news is the way

my brain learned to keep me alive as a child.

I'm certain you've seen the anger. I can’t imagine that part is new. He flew into a rage

late that night about how you and Evans have ruined his life telling lies about him, and
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he told me he was writing a “book” to prove it in hopes that you would be so humiliated

you’d kill yourself.

The trip was strange and punctuated by the world shutting down. I assumed this would
be the end of it all. When we get home to our respective apartments and a sudden
unending lockdown, he continues to call me to cry and whine and rant and we decide he

should drive down to SLC so we can bubble together.

We lived together for 8 horrific weeks. Every night when he got tired he would turn into
a whole other person and I'd have to lie there listening for hours and hours while he
shouted about how much you and Evans deserved to die and how he would want to
carry that out. Sometimes the people who needed to die were the people who must have
told lies about him last time he noticed that people don’t like him, in DC. Sometimes it
was his mother. Once it was a whole random tournament of Scrabblers he wanted to
shoot down, because they didn’t stop you from lying about him or excluding him. At one
point, every single person who voted for Trump deserved death. He was never in control
of himself during any of this, and would even yell this way at himself in the shower. It’s
incredibly delusional, and there’s no arguing with any of it, but I kept hoping I could

make him see where the gaps were in his logic.

I have listened to at least a hundred hours of insane murder fantasies, and I am not

okay.

In the very last argument, he was insisting with absolute certainty that his moral
judgment is infallible, which seals his place as the scariest person I've ever met. He also

declares at the end of this that he’s not in love with me.
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This seemed like I could just go, he could assume I was heartbroken, and he would just
gradually forget I exist. I'm pretty sure he’s going to kill someone someday, and all I
could do was make sure it wasn’t me. I was still looking at the whole thing as a story
about this bad guy, Dave, and his victim, Jennifer. Like I was a bystander that, at best,
had just witnessed something horrible, or at worst, was responsible for not stopping

him.

It’s been 2 years of me telling him to leave me alone, and that I do not want to be friends

with him. He tries again every couple months.

In New Orleans, I was pretty anxious, particularly because only two Scrabblers
understood any of this: Conrad wouldn’t be on site, and Jesse Day had to cancel last
minute. On the first day, I started to relax when I realized he wasn’t acknowledging my
existence at all. I was coming back into the hotel after lunch and held the door open for
someone coming up the stairs behind me. Dave says “Oh! I didn’t recognize you with

that hair.”

After that he hovered wherever I was talking to friends, like we were friends and he was
waiting for me. On Sunday, I finished a game too fast and headed out to the hallway to
watch the Twitch stream. He followed me out, made a little small talk, and then
launched into a rant, accusing me of all kinds of things, shaking with rage but keeping

his volume low.

I am now responsible for the way people treat him, for playing CoCo tournaments, for
spreading the lies that this other girl after/during me that he was stalking was

supposedly spreading [as always, no clues are provided for what the lies could possibly
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be], for turning Conrad against him when they were great friends after he posted his

blog about you, for Woogles allowing CoCo club to exist and to prevent him for playing.

I told him that I think he’s an actual psychopath, that I'm terrified of him, that I owe

him absolutely nothing, and I ask him again to leave me alone.

At this point, he relaxed, sat back, and said “So you know. I feel more betrayed by you
than by anything Jennifer and Evans did.” Which is the most terrifying thing he could
possibly say to me. This is the threat. And I know it doesn’t sound like a threat out of
context. And so does he. He looks ecstatic on the Twitch vod, returning to the games. I

realized that I've been afraid for my life for 2 years, and have been dissociating.

As I told you, I am seeing a trauma counselor. I am still filled with guilt and shame: that
I shouldn’t have been stupid enough to go out with him in the first place, that I should
have been able to talk him out of publishing his blog, that I should have been able to talk
some sense into him, that I should have been able to figure out how to get out of that

faster.

I talked to César about this after I got home, so he could understand why I was taking a
break from Woogles and didn’t feel safe there because of their friendship, to try to give
him a chance to be a friend to me. Somehow two weeks later, César tried to add him as a
volunteer to all of our Discord channels and such. Conrad got extremely pissed, and
César backed off, claiming he hadn’t understood me, but it isn’t really resolved yet, in
my mind. I don’t think trusting Jesse to keep making César do the right thing is quite

good enough safety-wise, and I still don’t think César sees my point of view at all.
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Woogles is extremely important to me, and I need them all to understand I absolutely
cannot have ANY interaction with him, so I need to tell them all this whole story, but I
knew I needed you to be informed of everything first. I will walk away if they don’t

understand, what I've built and done cannot be undone.

I now believe that, like when I was a little girl, 'm only safe when I stop keeping the bad
guy’s secrets. I believe people like this get away with tormenting others because they
know they believe they can frame everything to make the victims look hysterical, and
they do a pretty good job of convincing the victims of that. 'm remarkably okay with

looking crazy. I'm not okay with being afraid forever.

I am so sorry for any pain this is causing you,

Lola
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Introduction

The story that was laid out in the incident report submitted against me in April 2022 is
completely false. | will demonstrate not only that there is no merit to the accusations but also
that all three of Evans, Jennifer, and Lola knowingly and intentionally submitted false
information® with the express purpose of defaming my character, drumming up as much hatred
in the Scrabble community for me as possible, and permanently banning me from the game.

The spark that ignited this course of action was Lola’s perception of our interactions at the
January 2022 tournament in New Orleans. Her description of what happened at that tournament
is out of line with reality and includes claims that | said things that were the exact opposite of
what | said. Furthermore, she included in her statement a completely false history of our
relationship, which | have thorough material evidence to prove.

Lola also gave a false story of our private conversations while we lived together in Spring 2020
to Evans and Jennifer in order to further their agenda of building a false case that | have been
harassing them, when the true story is that they have been harassing me for the last six years.
Evans and Jennifer then piled on their own untruths in their statements to echo what Lola wrote
and make an even bigger character assassination.

Evans and Jennifer were already harassing and bullying me and doing many unethical things in
the Scrabble world for three and a half years, from 2017 to July 2020, when | published the blog
at splenetic.net revealing their wrongdoing. After | published the blog | was done with the story. |
did not think about or interact with Evans or Jennifer at all for the next two years, until they again
escalated against me by submitting this character assassination in April 2022.

Lola and | had also stopped dating by mid-2020, and we had a minimal amount of interaction
over the next couple years, including no contact whatsoever between August 2021 and the
January 2022 New Orleans tournament. Our interaction at the New Orleans tournament was
altogether no more than 15 minutes over the course of the three day tournament.

Between July 2020 and April 2022 the only people in this story who were weighing on my mind
in any way were Chris Lipe, Geoff Thevenot, Peter Armstrong, Becky Dyer, Dave Wiegand,
Conrad Bassett-Bouchard, and Jesse Day.

Because of their own narcissism and/or intentional deception, Evans, Jennifer, and Lola have
read what little they know about my actions as being about them, when they were not at all.

' Specifically, Jennifer lied about dates in regards to my relationships with both her and Lola, to make it seem like
Jennifer had lost interest in me sooner than she had, and to paint a false picture that | had followed Lola to Portland,
Oregon, when | really moved there a year earlier than Lola. Evans lied about disparaging me and about who directed
their online Scrabble club on Woogles to paint a false picture that | had violated their arbitrary and vindictive rules.
Lola lied about almost everything in her statement. Here | am only referring to things they said or insinuated that are
provably false, and not to other false things they stated with zero supporting evidence, such as Jennifer’s coercion
claim.
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| will not simply go on the defensive, rebutting their false story but allowing it to remain the
primary narrative. The Scrabble world needs to know the real story of what has happened from
2017 to 2022, the story that they are doing everything possible to distract you from and get you
to disbelieve by sabotaging my character.

The rest of this document is structured as (A) an overview, (B) a statement about who | really
am, (C) the full story of my interactions with Evans’s, Jennifer’s, and Lola’s circles from 2017 to
2022, (D) a corroborated summary of what really happened in my relationship with Lola, (E) a
point-by-point rebuttal of Evans’s statement, and (F) a point-by-point rebuttal of Jennifer’s
statement.

For clarity, | deferred discussion of my 2020 relationship with Lola and our interactions at the
2022 New Orleans tournament until the end of part (C). | tried to give just enough context about
the relationship for the reader to understand what happened at the tournament. The more
complete telling and corroboration of the relationship with Lola, which thoroughly refutes her
statement, comes in part (D).

All corroborating screenshots are in a separate document.

(A) Overview

Evans Clinchy, who was already predisposed not to like me for years previously, has hated me

ever since early 2017, precipitated by communications that | sent to Jennifer Lee (now Jennifer
Clinchy) in the month before the 2017 New Orleans Scrabble tournament. | have fully admitted

to those communications and made them public to the world, and | accept full accountability for
them. If he chooses to hate me for the rest of his life, | have earned that, and | have no problem
with it.

However, he and Jennifer have turned a personal grudge into a Scrabble political matter over
the last six years, using their grudge as a justification for repeatedly breaking the rules of
NASPA for literally every tournament they directed under its banner from 2017 to 2019 in ways
that unleveled the playing field, not only by excluding me and other players they did not like, but
also by arbitrarily favoring their friends in their registration processes. Literally everyone who
signed up for their tournaments using their secret pre-registration process was complicit in
breaking the rules, including WESPA President Chris Lipe.

There are a small number of CSW Scrabble players in North America, although among them are
many of the continent’s best players. Furthermore, there are few tournaments which include
many of those top players, and since 2017 the events run by Evans and Jennifer have been a
substantial percentage of those tournaments. Because of how our Scrabble rating systems
work, players who have more opportunities to play in events like these have a significant
advantage when it comes to getting into the top tiers of the rating system or maintaining such
positions, which helps with qualifying for major international events such as the Alchemist Cup.
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Evans and Jennifer broke the rules with the specific intention of keeping me out of tournaments,
and | am not the only one who was disadvantaged by their tactics. Other top CSW players who
were not part of their “in group,” such as Jason Keller, also had fewer opportunities to earn
sufficient qualifying ratings for events such as the Alchemist Cup. In short, Evans and
Jennifer—and all of their friends who used their secret pre-registrations—cheated.

Then Evans and Jennifer created a renegade association, poaching players, directors, and
events from NASPA's small CSW scene. They have continued unprofessional, unethical, and
bullying tactics, and by making themselves leaders of this organization they are avoiding
accountability to anyone.

Since early 2017, Evans has repeatedly disparaged me to many members of the Scrabble
community, while they also have done many underhanded things in a preemptive attempt to
keep me out of their tournaments and to frame me for harassment. The irony of this is that |
have had no desire to play in their tournaments and was making no attempt to do so. They are
living under a paranoid and narcissistic delusion that | am presenting any sort of problem for
them and that | want to be in their lives in any way, while | am doing my best to ignore them,
work around them, and get what CSW Scrabble games | can against the rest of the best
players, both in North America and around the world.

| approached the situation as an investigative reporter. | dealt with them to the bare minimum
necessary in the handful of times we played at tournaments in 2017 and 2018. | used my
connections and relationships with the rest of the Scrabble community to collect evidence of
what was happening. | blew the whistle on them by publishing the splenetic.net blog in July
2020, and | have received a great deal of blowback from them and their friends in the two years
since that time, blowback which included doubling down on building an entirely false case that |
have harassed them.

You can rightly criticize the wording of my communications to Jennifer in December 2016 to
January 2017. | still believe that they were well-intentioned attempts to create a dissolution of
tension before we met at the New Orleans tournament room, a dissolution that would have
avoided the last six and a half years of agony for all of us, and | also accept that they were
ineffective and had terribly unfortunate unintended consequences of pushing Evans over the
edge and contributing to bad behavior by him and Jennifer ever since then. They are also the
only thing | have done wrong in this entire story.

Evans and Jennifer have also dragged my April 2020 Facebook interaction with Darrell Day into
this case as an attempt to drive up hatred toward me and get you to believe the outlandish story
they try to weave about me. The situation with Darrell Day is irrelevant to this story,? and
furthermore it is one which NASPA has already had a hearing about. | have accepted NASPA's
ruling with no complaints, and | learned my lesson from the event. It is the only time in my life
that | have expressed violent thoughts about a person toward that person, and it is something
that | will not do again.

2 except for the ways in which it influenced Lola’s change in attitude toward me, which | will explain later
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| have had essentially no personal interaction with Evans and Jennifer since the end of 2016.
The very limited number of times that we were in the same place and spoke at all have been
fully documented at splenetic.net. Also documented there were all written communications we
have had in the time period, with the only exception being a few organizational emails for
Seattle area CSW Scrabble get-togethers that the two of them were simply cc’ed on.® Not only
that, but | have had zero interaction or communication with Evans or Jennifer since the
publication of the splenetic.net blog in July 2020. In fact, the ceasing of communication with
them goes back significantly earlier than that. The last time | ever emailed them personally was
September 17, 2018, in response to Jennifer’s email banning me from the Hood River
tournament. The last time | ever copied them on an email was March 26, 2019, and the last time
we ever were in the same place was July 17, 2018, at the wedding of Chris Lipe and Randi
Goldberg in Aruba.

Since the publication of the blog, the only way that my life has even tangentially intersected
theirs was when | played in a handful of online Scrabble club sessions on the Woogles platform
at the club with their organization’s name in January and February 2021. | never played with or
interacted with Evans or Jennifer at those sessions; the two of them were not even present at
most of the sessions | was at. | was talkative in the club chatroom at some of those sessions,
and my chats were entirely about the joy of words. | only mentioned Evans once, in response to
a question from director Becky Dyer. That was enough for them to decide to ban me from their
online club into perpetuity. | never responded to their communication about the banning and
never went back to the online club.

Since the ban from their online club on February 26, 2021, there is literally no story of anything
between us. Everything that they have done since then, and that they claim has happened since
then, is simply a product of their gossipping about and badmouthing me together with their
friends and building a story in their own heads.

I am far more sympathetic to Lola, and it is extremely sad that she has gotten caught up in this
mess. | have done absolutely nothing wrong toward Lola, and | have never had any ill will or
anger toward her for a moment of my life. However, she has badly misunderstood the situation
between her and me and has decided completely unnecessarily to submit an easily disprovable
assassination of my character as part of this report. | am charitably interpreting that her point of
view was that it was necessary to lie about me because she really felt in danger, rather than
interpreting her actions as a malicious attempt to destroy my life. However, it does not change
the fact that her testimony is entirely false, which | will show with no hard feelings to her. It is my
sincere hope that she will recognize the truth of my recounting of our history and recant her
statement, as | have a massive amount of material evidence to prove what | say. | have some
optimism that unlike Evans and Jennifer she has enough maturity to admit that she was wrong
and to do the right thing.

3 Walker Willingham sent most of these emails, but | occasionally filled in for him.
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| would like to take a little time to talk about who | really am, and what | have really been doing
in the Scrabble world for the last six years.

(B) Who | Am

| have been playing in Scrabble tournaments for two decades after thirteen years of competitive
chess. Competitive board games have been a large part of my life for three quarters of it.

I have excelled not only in chess and Scrabble but also in mathematics and computer
programming, all fields which require a large amount of objectivity and unbiased thinking. | was
also a math teacher for many years, and one of my passions was teaching my students how to
use statistics and data analysis to overcome their biases and see the world more objectively.
One of my biggest political concerns is the fight for free and fair elections, defeating
gerrymandering and other forms of electoral corruption and malfeasance that undermine our
ability to choose our leaders fairly.

| have zero history of violent behavior in my life. | have never been in a fight with another human
being. | have never punched or kicked or otherwise hit someone, with the exception of sparring
sessions in Tae Kwon Do classes that | took when | was under ten years old. | have never even
held a gun, let alone fired or owned one, and | do not ever plan to.

The only weapons that | would use on this community or any other are truth-bombs. | believe in
holding our political leaders accountable for their behavior and speaking the uncomfortable
truths.

| have never been anything but a positive social force in person at any Scrabble tournament |
have ever attended, and | have always been well-behaved in every tournament room.
Furthermore, since | played at the 2011 World Championships, | have been an advocate of
unifying our tournament play in North America with the rest of the world by getting our continent
to play with the CSW lexicon as the rest of the world does. | worked behind the scenes with
John Chew in advance of the 2012 US National Championship to ensure a good and fair
registration system for our first CSW event at Nationals and to increase the likelihood of the
event happening, which it did. At the tournament, | took photos of every one of my opponents
and shared stories about all of them on social media in celebration of the most international
event that had ever happened at US Nationals.

When leading Singaporean player Weibin Toh moved to Washington DC, | picked him up at the
airport and brought him to his domicile even though we had never met in person before. We
became fast friends and | introduced him into our small DC CSW community.

| have played Scrabble on four continents, including representing the USA at multiple World

Championships, at the Can-Am Championship, and at the King’s Cup in Bangkok, and through
the game | have befriended people all over the world.
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| have been immensely successful in tournaments, including often being ranked in the top 5 or
10 players in North America and earning the Grandmaster title from the Association of British
Scrabble Players. Since | became a top ranked player, when | have played tournament Scrabble
anywhere in the world with any group other than the close friends of Evans and Jennifer, | have
been treated graciously and enthusiastically by the tournament organizers and by the locals at
the event. Organizers have told me that my name on the registration list has increased the
prestige of their events and helped draw in other players. In fact, organizer Peggy Fehily said
just that at my most recent tournament, the 2022 Continental Scrabble Championship in Berlin.

I know my worth, and | only want to play Scrabble not just where | am allowed but where | am
valued. | have zero interest in trying to fight my way into any subset of the community that does
not value me. Just the opposite, the cost of disrespect to me is you losing my support and
advocacy for your tournaments.

In addition to supporting many tournament directors and events, | have been influential in pulling
many North American Scrabble players into the CSW fold over the years. Among those have
been Scott Appel, Guy Ingram, Barry Keith, Jennifer Clinchy, and Lola McKissen.

For a few years | ran an unofficial CSW club in the DC area, and | also pulled together the CSW
players in the Seattle area for casual Scrabble get-togethers when | made business trips there
between 2014 and 2017, before | was living in the area. | met Bharath Balakrishnan at a
tournament in Chicagoland in 2017, and when | learned he was in Seattle, | introduced him to
the other CSW players there, which led to him becoming part of that community.

Many of the people in Evans’s and Jennifer’s circles over the last several years are people with
whom | had longtime friendships, predating Evans and Jennifer running any Scrabble events,
and Jennifer even being in our Scrabble scene. When Evans and Jennifer started disparaging
me, | tried to give these mutual friends the benefit of the doubt and continue good relationships
and Scrabble get-togethers with them, though it became more awkward over the last few years.
One of the primary reasons | wrote the splenetic.net blog was to try to clear my name and the
air with these people. | perhaps naively assumed that when they saw the truth of the story, they
would recognize that | had done nothing wrong and would want to play Scrabble with me.

When a number of those people doubled down by criticizing or otherwise disrespecting me on
account of anything to do with the story between Evans and Jennifer and me, | started instituting
a one-strike-you’re-out policy. If people were going to act as if | did anything wrong beyond two
poorly worded texts and two poorly worded emails between December 2016 and January 2017
or as if | was anything other than the victim of bullying since that time, | wasn’t going to waste
my time seeking their approval.

| worked around this whole situation as best as | could by traveling far and wide to get as many
CSW Scrabble games against strong players as | could. While | have been living in the Pacific
Northwest since 2018, this has included flying to tournaments in San Francisco, CA,;
Chicagoland, IL; Austin, TX; New Orleans, LA; Albany, NY; Montclair, NJ; Niagara Falls, ON;
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Kingston, ON; Bordeaux, France; Berlin, Germany; Edinburgh, Scotland; Milton Keynes,
England; Torquay, England; Warrington, England; Bristol, England; Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia;
and Bangkok, Thailand. | have been extremely blessed that for much of this time | have had
lucrative and flexible enough jobs that have afforded me the resources to be able to do so much
travel and get many tournament games around the world.

But it has been exhausting, in terms of energy, time, and finances, that | have often had to get
on a plane for nine or more hours simply to be able to play the game | love. It has also been
saddening and frustrating that it has been so difficult to get local games because of the ways
that Evans and Jennifer have poisoned the well, even though the Pacific Northwest has one of
the strongest concentrations of high ranked CSW players in North America, including Dave
Wiegand, Peter Armstrong, Conrad Bassett-Bouchard in Portland; Chris Grubb in Seattle; and
Jesse Matthews and Dean Saldanha in Vancouver.

| have never wanted to play in a single tournament with directors who treat me terribly. All that |
have ever wanted in the Pacific Northwest Scrabble scene is to be able to play casual games
with many of the great players in the area, if they are willing to treat me respectfully and not act
as if | am a bad person because two people in their community are mistreating me.

The treatment | have received from this community (and from a few people who live further
away but are also closely connected with Evans and Jennifer) after | published the splenetic.net
blog stands in stark contrast to what | have received from just about every other corner of the
Scrabble universe. They have made me lose all desire to play Scrabble or be friends with any of
these people. They have been complicit in bullying, and now | have no desire other than
showing how terribly this subset of the Scrabble community has treated me, in hopes of warning
everyone else that these bullies are an absolute poison for the larger world of competitive
Scrabble.

| believe that the ways | shine a light on this are for the betterment of the rest of the Scrabble
world, regardless of what happens to me.

(C) The Full Story

When | saw Evans and Jennifer sign up for the January 2017 New Orleans tournament, |
suspected they were dating, and | emailed Jennifer on December 19, 2016, asking for a
discussion before the tournament, in an attempt to avoid the awkward situation of us seeing
each other for the first time in several months across the board at the Scrabble tournament with
the tension of our personal relationships looming. She ignored my email, and | became angry
and sad. | sent two text messages over the next week, asking for a reply to the email, and she
continued not to respond. | sent one more email on January 5th, 2017, asserting that if she did
not meet with me beforehand, | would speak my mind while we were sitting across the board.
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That was eight days before the tournament. | then calmed myself and found peace and closure
on my own. | did not contact her again prior to us sitting down to play in the second round, and
before the game the only thing | said to her was “Let’s play Scrabble.”

Jennifer was visibly upset when | played her, and so was Evans when we played a day later.
Evans refused to shake my hand or talk to me, and he rudely jumped up and down shouting
“YES!” in the middle of the tournament room after winning a challenge.

| recognize that my communications, which ended more than a week before the tournament,
contributed to their emotional reactions in the tournament room. | accept full responsibility for
that. I did not misbehave in any way in the tournament room, and | did not do anything to
exacerbate the situation.

For the next six years, | have done nothing untoward to Evans and Jennifer. | saw them only
rarely at Scrabble tournaments in 2017 and 2018, and | did not interact with them any more than
was necessary to play our Scrabble games. Meanwhile, Evans frequently disparaged me to
other Scrabble players, which | have ample evidence to show.* Evans and Jennifer also started
organizing tournaments, first a one-off in Tennessee in August 2017 and then numerous
one-days and holiday weekend events in the Pacific Northwest beginning in September 2017. |
already wrote in the overview about how they broke NASPA rules for every tournament they ran
since August 2017, and how it impacted me and other players. | did not, however, say or do
anything about this until July 2020.

I moved to Seattle in April 2018, for a position at a company | had been working at since 2013. |
had been making business trips there since 2014 and had already organized Scrabble
get-togethers with Walker Willingham, Judy Romann, Chris Grubb, Bharath Balakrishnan, and
Jesse Matthews when | had been in the area. In the month before | moved, | learned from both
Chris Grubb and Walker Willingham that Evans had been badmouthing me to the Seattle area
players and that he and Jennifer had specifically told the other players not to invite me to casual
Scrabble get-togethers.®

| explained the entire back-story to Walker, who had been sending out emails to organize
events. | even showed him the emails which had upset Jennifer a year and a half earlier. He
agreed with me that this was not a reasonable grounds to exclude anyone. Walker decided to
invite everyone via email to the next Seattle Scrabble get-together, and Evans immediately
responded to him, “Was this a slip up?”, browbeating him for copying me on the email. Walker
attempted to make peace and stand up for inclusivity in our small Seattle area CSW Scrabble
community, and Evans and Jennifer chose to stop responding and coming to the get-togethers
entirely. Walker and | shared email duties on sending out invites for get-togethers, and we
continued copying Evans and Jennifer on those emails for a while, but we eventually removed
them from the cc-list because of unresponsiveness.

4 Figures 32-35. A more complete list of evidence that Evans has disparaged me is in section (E).
5 https://splenetic.net/the-fallout/#figure? is from my relevant conversation with Chris Grubb. There is also more detail
in the blog about my discussions with Walker Willingham about this.
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At one of the get-togethers in Spring 2018, Judy Romann told me that she had asked Jennifer in
the restroom a few weeks earlier what the problem was with playing Scrabble with me. Jennifer
told her that she did not have a problem with me, but Evans did. This corresponded with my
experience whenever we crossed paths at tournaments between March 2017 and May 2018.°
Things were always civil between me and Jennifer, and we played Scrabble with no problems.
However, Evans always refused to speak to me, refused to make eye contact, and showed a
massive amount of anger in his body language. He would also look away, turn his head down,
or leave the room as soon as he saw me in a tournament room.

The last time | was ever in the same place as Evans and Jennifer was the wedding of Chris Lipe
and Randi Goldberg in Aruba in July 2018. A couple days before the wedding | introduced my
date Emily, who was not a Scrabble player, to a group of Scrabble players who were playing a
boardgame in the lobby of the resort. Evans was present, and Jennifer was not. Evans insulted
my date by refusing to stand up or even look in her direction or say hello. He simply muttered
his name in a barely audible voice when it was his turn to make an introduction. | had no
interaction with Evans on the trip.

At the wedding reception, | did not attempt to interact with Jennifer or Evans at all. | stayed at
the bar area, and at the dance floor, and at a table on the opposite side from where Jennifer
was sitting. At a moment when my date left to go to the bathroom, Jennifer walked across the
reception toward me and attempted to start a conversation with me. | was uncomfortable with
this and simply gave a one line reply before she left. This was the last time we ever interacted in
person, and we have never been in the same place since that day, July 18, 2018.

Jennifer was later elected to the NASPA Advisory Board and attempted to change NASPA rules
to give her and Evans more leverage to keep people out of tournaments.

In September 2018, | sent Evans an entry fee via Paypal for the 2019 Hood River tournament,
the only time | have ever submitted an entry to one of their tournaments. | also sent him a three
sentence courteous email notifying him. Later that same day, Evans refunded my entry and
Jennifer sent an email back to me.

In the email she gave as a rationale that my January 5th, 2017 email included “a written threat
from you that you would take action to intentionally cause me emotional distress at a Scrabble
tournament in the playing room.” | understood and accepted that she saw it that way, but she
was wrong about my intention. | was not trying to cause her emotional distress; | was attempting
to alleviate my own emotional distress. Furthermore, my preference, as | had made clear in that
email, and the one from three weeks earlier, was to have a discussion outside of the tournament
room, specifically to avoid embarrassment.

® The Portland one-day in May 2018 was the last time we were all at the same tournament and the last time | ever
played a Scrabble game with either of them.
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Ironically, she also accused me of disparaging her. | had been doing no such thing, but her
partner had been disparaging me for nearly two years.

On September 17, 2018, | replied with a brief email apologizing for my specific offending words
in the January 5th, 2017 email. | respected their decision not to allow me to enter the
tournament, and | specifically said | would not escalate to NASPA. | did not ask for a response
nor anything else from them. The entirety of this email correspondence is in the blog at
splenetic.net, along with a longer draft of the response email that is contemporaneous evidence
that my intention in signing up for the tournament all along was simply to open a line of
communication and allow them to address their grievance with me. (Figures 37-38)

| never attempted to sign up for another tournament of theirs again. The apology email is the
last time | personally communicated to them in any way.

In July 2019, nearly a year after being denied entry to Hood River, | began to write the story of
the trauma | had already been experiencing for the last few years. Most of it was written in
Spring 2020. The first draft was for my own therapeutic purposes, just to get out what was
bothering me so much. However, | knew from the beginning that | needed to tell the mutual
friends of Evans, Jennifer, and me some of my story, in hopes of salvaging my relationships with
them.

I had not committed to publishing anything to the world at that time. | thought | might just send
the story to a particular circle of friends. However, Evans and Jennifer took several more political
actions within our Scrabble community over the next year that convinced me that the entire
Scrabble world needed to hear my story.

At the end of 2019, Evans and Jennifer left NASPA and created a renegade association. They
enlisted friends in other parts of the country to run tournaments under their new banner. | have
consistently advocated for unity in our Scrabble world and criticized WGPO for forming nearly a
decade earlier. A third organization was a bigger step in the wrong direction. Furthermore,
Evans and Jennifer were attempting to put themselves in a position where they did not have to
answer to anyone. They could continue unethical and vindictive practices against other
Scrabble players unabated.

| also suspected, based on the rumor mill, that they intended to foist all of the tournaments using
the CSW dictionary in North America away from NASPA, and to get recognition from WESPA as
another official association for North America. If they got their way, | would potentially have no
tournaments to play on my entire continent. This was the reason that | decided that | needed to
go public. This was no longer just a personal vendetta, but something that impacted the entirety
of North American competitive Scrabble.

While | was preparing the blog, Evans and Jennifer escalated even further against me and gave

me another justification for going public. Shortly after the 2020 Alchemist Cup was canceled due
to the pandemic, they stepped in and ran an online tournament they called the Virtual World
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Cup. | had already assured myself qualification for the 2020 Alchemist Cup. Evans and Jennifer
used a different qualification system for the Virtual World Cup, but by their formula | also should
have qualified for team USA at that event. However, they intentionally bypassed me and
selected Dave Wiegand for the team, even though he had a lower qualifying rating than I.

My last direct communication to them had been an unqualified apology (Figure 37) more than a
year and a half earlier, and now they were depriving me of opportunities to play against many of
the world’s best players at what was—in the eyes of most competitive Scrabblers—a prestigious
international Scrabble event. Evans’s and Jennifer’s grudge was no longer just a personal
vendetta, but something that impacted the entirety of international competitive Scrabble.

| did not attack or criticize them in any personal ways in the entire blog. | told what happened
leading up to and at the 2017 New Orleans tournament in the most charitable and fair way that |
could. The criticisms that | leveled against them were entirely political in nature, for repeated
and intentional actions that they took continuously for a period of three and a half years, (from
2017 to mid-2020 when | published the blog.) These actions harmed my reputation and
deprived me—and not only me—of equal access to Scrabble games with many of the world’s
best players. Meanwhile, the only things that | had done wrong were two emails and two text
messages that were too harshly worded in a three week period between December 19, 2016
and January 5, 2017.

Most readers of my blog had the right takeaways from my story. The positive feedback far
outnumbered the negative feedback, and even though | didn’t write about the Virtual World Cup,
others connected the dots and drew the proper conclusions about it. (Figure 1) Almost all of the
criticism | received was from friends of Evans and Jennifer, simply because they did not want to
see their friends and themselves as being the bad guys, in defiance of where all of the facts
pointed.

I had a phone call in July 2020 with Conrad Bassett-Bouchard, shortly after | published the blog.
He was sympathetic and civil, telling me that | would always be welcome at his tournaments.
Furthermore, he confided in me that he was soon moving to Portland, Oregon, close to where
Dave Wiegand and Peter Armstrong were living. He even encouraged me to move to the same
area so that we could all play Scrabble together. This was the last conversation we had.

However, | soon got word that Conrad was behaving differently behind my back, also attempting
to sabotage my reputation and to support unethical things that Evans, Jennifer, and friends were
doing to exclude me.

At the end of October 2020, | moved from Seattle to Portland, Oregon, (long before Lola did.)
My primary motivations were not related to Scrabble. | have a close personal friend here who
was my neighbor on the East Coast, and we are neighbors again. This was during the
pre-vaccine time of the pandemic, and the weather was still bad for many months, so | did not
rush to get in-person Scrabble games.

000154


David Koenig
Exhibit 5


000155

In late 2020, | played Scrabble on Woogles in Laurie Cohen’s Wednesday club and Mike
Johnson’s Thursday club. My strongest competition was from Brian Bowman, Geoff Thevenot,
Peter Armstrong, and Becky Dyer.

In January 2021, | had a schedule change and was looking for more games at other times. |
started playing at the Woogles club affiliated with Evans’s and Jennifer’s association. | did not
want to support their association, but none of these games were part of official rated
tournaments. It was just casual online play. The reason | went to their club was to get games
specifically with Geoff Thevenot, Peter Armstrong, and Becky Dyer, who were some of my best
competitors available and the directors of the club.

| played as an evener at the end of one Tuesday session and then in two or three full Saturday
sessions with no problems. The directors welcomed me cordially, paired me, and put my results
on their organization’s website after each session. | talked in the chatroom only about the joy of
words. Evans and Jennifer were not at these sessions.

On February 23, 2021, | played a full Tuesday session at their Woogles club for the only time.
Before the first round, director Becky Dyer said the count of players was off. | checked the listing
of players in the room and did not see Evans’s or Jennifer’s name. Jennifer did not come until
later, but someone else in the chatroom suggested that Evans was there. | made a one line
comment, “l do not see Evans. Is he blocking me?” Becky said that she did not see Evans
either, but soon thereafter another player confirmed that he was there. (The website was still in
its alpha stages, so it is possible that whatever blocking or chat opt-out mechanism was in place
was not fully working yet.) | played the entire night uneventfully. The rest of my chat was just
about the joy of words.

On Friday, February 26, 2021, | received an email from info@cocoscrabble.org banning me from
their online club into perpetuity. (Figure 2) No justification for this banning was given, and no
appeal process was offered. The letter implied that | was a harasser and ended with “Note that
directors for the CoCo have discretion to consider all relevant information for decisions of this
nature, not just events that happen during club sessions.” The names at the end of the email
were the three directors Becky Dyer, Geoff Thevenot, and Peter Armstrong.

I never responded to the email and never attempted to go to the club again. Cesar verified that |
did not do anything untoward in the online club, and he was unhappy with their organization
using his Woogles platform for this kind of inappropriate exclusion. He told me later that when
he brought this up with the Woogles team, Conrad argued vociferously that Woogles should not
do anything to stop this organization from excluding me. Furthermore, Mina emailed Becky Dyer
protesting what had been done, and Becky sent back a nasty and unprofessional email,
asserting that the decision was confidential and that anyone who questioned it was disparaging
their organization. (Becky’s email is quoted in full in Figure 2.)

By the end of April 2021, | was vaccinated against COVID-19 and ready to seek out in person
Scrabble games again. | did not reach out either to Conrad, because of the ways he had been
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behaving behind my back, or to Peter, because his name was on this offensive letter banning
me from the online club. Instead, | reached out to Dave Wiegand, the only top CSW Scrabble
player in Portland who had not mistreated me, as far as | knew.

We played twice, in May and July 2021. On the first occasion we just played Scrabble and didn’t
talk about much else. The second time, | brought up with Dave how the other Portland Scrabble
players, particularly Conrad, were treating me. Dave was mostly unhappy to talk about it, but |
did learn from him that Conrad had decided that he did not want to meet with or play with me at
all anymore, not just in tournaments but at casual get-togethers too. | pointed out that this
contradicted the last conversation | had with Conrad, and Dave said it was because of
something that Conrad had learned about me more recently. Dave claimed not to know what it
was. | suspected that Conrad’s change in attitude about me was related to his friendship with
Lola.

| reached out to Dave two more times looking for games in preparation for the 2022 New
Orleans tournament, but he ignored both my November 4th and December 9th texts. When |
saw him again over the board at the New Orleans tournament on January 16th, 2022, he at first
played dumb as if he hadn’t seen my texts. But when | asked him point blank if he was
intentionally ignoring my texts, he admitted it. He then criticized me for alienating so many other
people and attempted to mock my Scrabble results, saying “what have you ever won?”

Dave’s behavior was victim blaming. | had zero interaction of any kind with Conrad since our
last friendly conversation in July 2020, when he had encouraged me to come to Portland to play
Scrabble with him, but | was blamed for alienating him.

I must rewind to tell the story of my relationship with Lola. Lola and | had a very friendly
relationship from a distance over text messages, phone calls, and video chats starting in late
2019. Our relationship became romantic as we made a trip to Puerto Rico together on March
10th-17th, 2020. For more than a month afterward we were romantic from a distance, until |
temporarily moved in with her in Salt Lake City from April 25th to May 29th. Then she traveled
back to Seattle with me and lived there starting on May 30. On June 14th we decided the
relationship had run its course, and she flew back to Salt Lake City the next day. We remained
good friends and continued to socialize frequently over Google Meets with other friends and to
have close conversations over text for more than a month after that, up to July 23rd. On July
24th, she decided that she needed to create more distance from me, and she was very direct in
communicating that to me over email. We had a civil and kind conversation in which | respected
her need for space.

Our relationship and her state of mind about it at the time was nothing like what her statement
says. Furthermore, it is strange that she would submit a statement with so many lies, as there is
a huge amount in it that | can easily disprove from our text message and email history. However,
it is telling that the statement is addressed to the Woogles team and to WGPO, and not to
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NASPA, which was the sanctioning organization of the only tournament we were both at, the
2022 New Orleans event. My best guess is that she did not intend to submit this as part of an
incident report, in which | would have an opportunity to read it and disprove the massive amount
of falsehood in it. | think she intended the statement for behind-the-scenes consumption by
people on the Woogles team and in WGPO in hopes that they would take other action to keep
me away from those spheres. However, Evans and Jennifer then submitted it as part of this
incident report.

I am highly sympathetic to Lola’s situation. | understand why she felt that she needed to lie.
There was a period of time from early 2020 until mid-June when | exposed a lot of my inner
trauma to her. | admitted many angry thoughts to her. None of it was directed at her, and none
of it was a threat to do anything. It was simply off-the-cuff venting.” Lola received the agony of
my trauma in a supportive, sympathetic, and loving way, but it was a lot to bear.

She also took an active role in my grieving and healing process by helping me with my writing
project that eventually became the splenetic.net blog, a project she knew about long before we
moved in together. It was our plan all along that when | went to live with her in SLC | would work
on my writing while she worked on her day job.

Lola is the only person besides me who read the first draft of the writing, and in so doing she did
a large amount of emotional labor and took on a lot of my world view. She was my first editor,
helping me figure out what subset of the story | needed to tell my Scrabble community, and
making concrete suggestions for how to reshape and reorder parts to communicate it more
effectively.

| published the blog a month after we stopped dating, on July 14th and 15th, 2020. We were still
on very good terms, and she gave me positive feedback about it soon afterward. On my
Facebook posts about it, she made numerous comments that were highly sympathetic and
supportive of my situation, and she defused several of the criticisms that detractors wrote.

I do not believe that her opinion about any of this had changed when she said that she needed
to create more distance on July 24th. Her reasons were unrelated. However, not long afterward,
her opinion about me and the situation with other Scrabble players began to change, though |
did not learn about this until almost the end of 2020.

An extremely unfortunate thing happened a week or two after Lola and | agreed to increase
distance. A woman from Maryland who was in a Google Meet social group with us heard a
rumor from a man named Kenny | had previously socialized with in the Washington DC area.

In December 2014, Kenny had sent me a text message out of the blue threatening violence on
me and alleging that | had taken advantage of woman named Sarah, with whom | had been in a

’ Furthermore, Evans and Jennifer were rarely ever the objects of my venting. She provided one alleged quote about
Evans and one alleged quote about Jennifer, and this was twisted into a completely false allegation about spending
hundreds of hours plotting anything. The only thing | plotted was the writing of a blog.
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consensual sexual relationship over the period of several months. | immediately forwarded
Kenny’s message to Sarah. She told him | had done nothing to hurt her and confirmed that with
me via email and a phone call. (Figures 3 & 4) Then Kenny changed his story, saying it did not
matter that | hadn’t done it, because he knew that | had done things to other women. He never
named another woman and continued spreading vicious rumors, even though the only woman
he ever mentioned explicitly denied the charge. | have had no connection with the man since
2014, but he was still spreading these lies six years later.

Some time right around the end of July or beginning of August 2020, this Maryland woman
suddenly blocked me on Facebook and made at least one Facebook post spreading these
same lies that Kenny had been saying in 2014. Because this Maryland woman had been part of
my Google Meet social group with several Scrabble players, including Lola, Mina Le, and Cesar
del Solar, a number of them saw a Facebook post including this hoax story. | thought there was
a good chance that Lola saw this and that it might have affected her view of me.

I had been respecting Lola’s wishes, and we had no communication from the end of July until
December 2020. She blocked me on Facebook at some point in between. In early December,
Mina organized a group to do an online reading of a play, and both Lola and | volunteered to
participate. Mina and Cesar were concerned because they knew that she had blocked me on
Facebook, and during Woogles work Lola had expressed to Cesar being upset about my
incident with Darrell Day.

On Mina’s recommendation, | emailed Lola on December 11, checking to make sure it was
going to be okay for us both to participate in the play reading. Lola got back to me quickly, and
we had a civil email exchange. She communicated that her concern was not the 2014 hoax
story but screenshots she had seen of my Facebook messages to Darrell Day. (Figure 28)

| had told Lola immediately about the incident report that was filed to NASPA for the comments |
made to Darrell Day when | received it on April 17th, 2020. (Figure 22) At the time | was feeling
self-righteous in my anger and was tempted to write a response that would have fanned the
flames and likely given me a bigger punishment. Lola advised me on how to edit down what |
said and be more circumspect. NASPA had not sent me the screenshots of the comments, and
neither Lola nor | had seen them at the time. She was only going on my description of the
incident and the one that John Karris had sent me from NASPA.

| had forwarded everything | had received from NASPA to Lola back in April 2020. However,
when she later saw the screenshots, she was shocked and upset. | believe she felt guilty about
helping me with my defense to that incident report, and this perhaps led to her feeling guilty
about helping me with the splenetic.net blog too. | think she also might have felt deceived by
me, although there was no intentional deceit on my part. | had recounted what had happened as
best as | could remember at the time, and | myself never saw the screenshots until this incident
report was filed almost exactly two years later, in April 2022.

Lola ended her December 11, 2020 email with: (Figure 28)
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I am not really interested in talking on the phone to you at this time. | will however
unblock you as to minimize weird confusion in things like us both commenting on a
friend's post. | am also okay with you emailing me when you feel it's necessary, like now.

We are not enemies, and you don't need to worry about things like the play reading
group, or Woogles, or tournaments if that ever is a thing again. We are also not friends.

We continued the email exchange with a few more messages that were just about
communicating that there was no intentional deception on my part when it came to the Darrell
Day comments, and we both ended by wishing the other one well. That was the last time we
ever emailed each other.

She unblocked me on Facebook as she said she would, and we both participated in Mina’s play
reading a couple weeks later with no issues. We never at this time or later had any interaction
on Facebook, other than making a couple of comments on Mina’s posts about the December
play reading and one later play reading in February that we also participated in.?

Lola then reinitiated communication with me by gifting me a subscription to Will Anderson’s
Twitch channel on February 12, 2021. | sent her a quick text thanking her for the subscription
and saying | didn’t know what it did. She first explained what it was, and then it turned into a
catch-up conversation between us with eight screenfuls of text. (Figure 29) We told each other
about our lives and families, and she mentioned that she was living in Florida and going to be a
digital nomad later that year.® She also told me that she was planning on starting her own Twitch
broadcasting the very next day. She saw that | was not already following her, so she gave me
her username and told me the time of the broadcast so that | could tune in.

| watched her debut broadcast on February 13, 2021. She was nervous. | participated actively in
the chat, always from a perspective of trying to be supportive and calming, but | perceived after

a while that my involvement probably made her more anxious, so | did not tune into any more of
her broadcasts after that.

As far as | knew, we were on relatively good terms at that point, even though we didn’t keep up
communicating. The last time | ever texted her was on May 2nd, 2021, because it was looking

like | might make a business trip to Salt Lake City. Last | had known she was not living in SLC,

but I just figured | would check if she was in the area and interested in meeting up. She did not
respond to that text, and | made no attempts to follow up. (Figure 30)

Lola was out of my life and out of my mind for the rest of 2021, except for one time she
accidentally came into my purview. On August 4th, 2021, my phone Instagram app
recommended to me an account of someone | might know. The account was

8 Much later in 2021, Lola seemed to go back and forth between blocking and unblocking me on Facebook, but | have
no idea what that was about.
9 | had moved to Portland in October 2020, and | mentioned | was living there in the conversation.
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@thesepeopleinmyyard, and it showed the name Lola McKissen on the screen. | was surprised
to see it, because | knew that Lola had already blocked me on Instagram long before, but this
was a new account with a single photo. It showed the view from her apartment and mentioned
that she was living in Portland, Oregon. | sent a quick message: “I don’t want to be intrusive, but
Instagram just recommended this account. You're living in Portland? Welcome to town!l’

A day later she wrote a response:

Thanks. With my childhood history, | am not really mentally stable enough to have
friends with bullying/anger issues. | just get sucked in and overly identify and placate and
get stressed out. The last time | tried, you kinda took over my Twitch chat and made that
too stressful for me. | understand that your intent was to be supportive and friendly, and
my reaction is MY crazy. | really hope you are doing well, and that you can respect and
accept that | can not have you in my life (with the understanding we’re going to overlap
over the years on mutual friends and Scrabble.)

| hearted her response and wrote back, “Thank you for what you said. | wish you peace.” She
hearted that response, and that was the end of the conversation. (Figure 31) | did not follow the
Instagram account and did not look back at it again.’® Lola and | never had any contact again
until we crossed paths at the New Orleans Scrabble tournament in mid-January 2022.

| still think highly of Lola, and | was completely fine with not having her in my life. Going into the
New Orleans tournament, | wanted to have one conversation with her, but it was not about her
and me at all. It was about Conrad.

| recruited Lola for the Woogles team when we were living together. | knew she was an
experienced front-end developer and that Cesar needed someone with those skills for the
website. She began work on the team while we were still dating, and | had known that she had
become friendly with Conrad while they collaborated on the user interface. | suspected that she
was in regular communication with him now that she was living in Portland and that she might
have told him something about me, such as the 2014 hoax story, that explained why he did not
want to see me. This was far from my highest priority at the tournament, but | figured if a good
opportunity for a conversation came along, | would ask.

When | was walking back into the tournament hotel from lunch in the middle of the first day, a
woman who was walking in the same direction as me said hello. Lola had changed her hair
color and was dressed considerably differently than | had ever seen her before. It took me a few
seconds to recognize her. As we walked to the tournament room, we exchanged a few
pleasantries, and | asked how her tournament games were going.

We had one extended conversation. It probably happened later on the first day. We were both in
the hallway outside the tournament room, and | asked her if we could talk for a bit. She agreed

1% until I had to chase down evidence relevant to this incident report
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and pointed to some tables that were further down the hallway, away from the tournament room
and suggested we go there. So we sat at one of them and talked for about 10 minutes.

| asked about her family. She thanked me for asking and gave me an update. Then | asked her
if she had told Conrad about this 2014 hoax story or something else that might have caused him
not to like me. She admitted that Conrad was her closest friend since she moved to Portland.
She did not think that she had told him that particular story, though she seemed unsure.
However, she did think that things she said about me might have been the last straw for him
when it came to me.

We talked about the Pacific Northwest CSW Scrabble situation. She made clear that she still
thought Evans and Jennifer were doing the wrong thing by excluding me, but when | pointed out
that she was playing with their group and implicitly supporting them, she admitted a bit of
hypocrisy. She wanted to get games and that’s where they were.

| then communicated that when she read the first draft of my blog, her initial reaction of “you did
nothing wrong, and | hate them for what they did to you” was highly validating for me. | said the
fact that she was now effectively part of their group felt like a betrayal. | specified that it was a
“light betrayal,” not as bad as | had gotten from other people in Evans’s and Jennifer’s circles
who were not communicating with me at all, and that | respected her for still talking to me and
being straight with me.

| was not angry at all when | said this, and | did not raise my voice. | was just sad. My silent
thoughts were that Lola was not in favor of my exclusion nor intentionally reinforcing it, but her
connection with Conrad was contributing to the problem.

Lola did not respond and just got up and walked away. She did not appear distressed, and she
did not hurry. | just gathered that the conversation had gotten too heavy and that she did not
want to continue anymore, which was fine. | had already gotten the information | wanted about
Conrad, which was the main thing to me.

All of our interactions in the tournament room were brief and uneventful. | believe we spoke
three times. Once, when we passed by each other in the tournament room, | just thanked her for
the longer conversation we had earlier and said we did not need to talk about it anymore. On
two occasions, | asked about her tournament results. One of those was again as we passed
each other while walking to our boards. The other was shortly after she had finished a game
with Guy Ingram. | had walked up to Guy’s side of the board and spent a couple minutes there,
mostly talking to Guy and looking at the board, but at one point | turned to Lola and asked how
her games in that session had gone. | think Lola and | both said one sentence to each other
during the entire time | was talking to Guy.

After those brief interactions there were two other times | saw Lola during the rest of the
tournament. Neither of them involved any discussion between us.
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The first one was near the end of round 15, the penultimate game on Sunday. | had finished my
game and was walking away from the tournament room, toward the front of the hotel and the
exits to outside. | was intending to just step outside and get some fresh air between rounds, but
I came upon an unexpected situation. The setup in this hallway had changed since the last time
| had noticed it. ATV had been set up along the wall to my right, and it was showing the live
Twitch broadcast of the dramatic conclusion of Austin Shin’s 477-470 comeback victory over
Puneet Sharma. Furthermore, both a table and a tree in a pot were set up in the middle of the
hallway, in front of the TV and blocking much of the passageway. Lola was standing to the left of
the table, looking over it and at the TV on the opposite wall. Dave Wiegand was standing
beyond the table, closer to the right wall. He was also intently watching the television.

| wasn’t expecting any of this. | accidentally happened upon both of these players and this TV,
and like them | quickly got distracted into watching the gripping game on the TV. Because of the
awkwardness of the setup with the table and the tree, | ended up standing next to Lola and also
watching the TV from over the table for several minutes. We were about arm’s length away, but
there was no physical contact and no conversation. We both just watched the TV and left a few
minutes later.

On the final day of the tournament, | won all of my games and finished in first place. Then | went
back out to the hallway to do an interview on the livestream with Will Anderson. After that |
returned to the tournament room shortly before the prize ceremony, after most of the players
had already filed in. Lola was one of the first people | saw as | entered the room. | was not
looking for her. She was sitting in one of the front row seats that was closest to the entrance of
the room. There were no available seats near her, and | had no intention of sitting in the area.
However, | figured | would walk up to her and make a bit of casual conversation before | moved
on and sat somewhere else. Specifically, | was going to mention that | had really liked a TV
show that she had recommended to me a couple years earlier.

However, | did not get an opportunity to say anything. After | took two steps in her direction, a
woman who was sitting next to her and whom | did not know loudly exclaimed, “I'm bleeding and
need to go to the bathroom right now!” as she grabbed Lola by the arm and they made a hasty
exit. It was highly awkward and unexpected. It was clear to me that this woman thought | was
stalking Lola and that she needed to rescue Lola from me.

| was flabbergasted and immediately walked as far away from there as | could, taking a seat in
the back far corner of the room for the prize ceremony. Nothing about my interactions with Lola
during the entire tournament seemed to justify such an extreme reaction, and that was the first
and only sign | received that anything had gone seriously wrong from her point of view. It was
also the last time | saw her.

Contrary to what Lola seems to think, | was not stalking her at the tournament. She was barely
on my mind for most of it. | had far bigger things to deal with. | was playing the best Scrabble

players in the country and in contention the whole way. It took most of my focus and energy to
win the tournament. The first time | saw her, she initiated a short casual conversation with me.
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Later, | wanted to have one conversation to get clarity about the Conrad situation, which she
was very willing to have and even suggested a location for. | got the information | needed and
was done with the subject. Over the three days of the tournament we talked for just a moment
uncontroversially in the tournament room three times. Then we had an accidental (and possibly
awkward from her point of view) encounter where we both watched TV silently for a few
minutes. And the next time | saw her on the following day, the woman next to her was acting like
| was stalking her.

The reaction of the other woman suggested that something was amiss from Lola’s point of view,
and | learned more a month later when | attempted to help Cesar with a Woogles issue.

On January 13, 2022, a few days before the New Orleans tournament, Cesar made a Facebook
post asking for additional developer support for some Woogles back-end refactoring work that
was in my wheelhouse. | wrote to him that day saying that | could help but that it would have to
be after the New Orleans tournament. (Figure 5) | was too busy to get involved for nearly a
month, and finally on Monday afternoon, February 7th, 2022, | reached out to Cesar to follow
up. Cesar asked me to join a “Friends of Woogles” Discord channel that he used for
communicating with people who worked on the codebase. | followed his directions and made
just a couple of chats in the channel that were directly to Cesar. He pointed me to the locations
of the codebase and the build instructions, and | said | would get to it the next morning. | woke
up the next morning to see a message from Cesar: (Figure 5)

Hi Dave, | don’t know if this is going to work. Several people on the core team are too
uncomfortable with you contributing to the point that they actually threatened to leave the
team. | spoke up for you but it doesn’t seem tenable. Let me know if you want to chat
about it

My first response was “l am disgusted.” | talked on the phone with both Cesar and Mina later
that day. | learned that Lola had told the Woogles team that at the New Orleans tournament |
had said that she betrayed me worse than anyone else in Scrabble and that | had threatened
her. This was the opposite of the truth. | specifically said that it was a “light betrayal” and that it
was not as bad as what other people had done to me. | had not threatened her in any way,
shape, or form. Furthermore, | learned that Conrad and Jesse Day had threatened to leave the
team if | was allowed to participate in supporting the Woogles codebase.

My attempt to help Cesar with the Woogles codebase had nothing to do with Lola. It started with
a conversation with Cesar before the New Orleans tournament, at a time when | hadn’t had any
communication with Lola for nearly half a year. Furthermore, | knew that the back-end work that
| was volunteering to assist with was totally separate from the front-end codebase that she
worked on. | did not think it would involve any interaction with Lola or Conrad at all. | was merely
trying to help my friend Cesar in response to his request for assistance.

| had zero knowledge or expectation that volunteering to do this work would put me in a Discord
channel with these other people. It was entirely Cesar’s idea for me to join the channel, because
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he was just trying to treat me in the normal way he treated anyone who worked on the Woogles
codebase.

| was disgusted and angry, not at Lola at all, and not really at Conrad, because | knew he was
already a lost cause who had repeatedly been poisonous behind my back. | was angry at Jesse
Day, because | had always seen him as a reasonable human being who had treated me well.
We had a phone call not long after | published the blog in which he called out Evans’s and
Jennifer’s poor treatment of me. Now, he was ready to go on a moral crusade against me and
resign his position as manager and spokesperson of the Woogles team without even hearing my
side of the story.

Part of me wanted to write an email to Jesse and Conrad right then and chew them out for their
behavior. But | perceived that reacting angrily would play into the absurd lies that | was
harassing a woman. Cesar had told me that he tried to advocate on my behalf to them, but it
was both his impression and Mina’s that this group of people were repeatedly poisoning each
other’s minds about me. Cesar said he was so disturbed by what he heard from them that he
lost sleep about it. Cesar and Mina were also concerned that our country and our Scrabble
community had gotten so caught up in this #MeToo fervor that there was no way to move
forward with me doing Woogles coding work without looking bad.

It was not even that big a deal to me to work on the Woogles code base. | was just offering to
help as a favor to Cesar, and the fact that so much of the team was treating me so poorly right
off the bat made me unenthusiastic about supporting the project anyway. So | just told Cesar,
forget about it, | won’t work on Woogles, and | ignored Lola’s, Jesse’s, and Conrad’s behavior.

| had no other contact with anyone in Scrabble related to any of this until | received this incident
report with statements from Evans, Jennifer, and Lola in April 2022.

(D) Summary of Relationship with Lola

There is a huge amount of text message history between Lola and me. (over 400 screenshots)
If you read the whole thing, it clearly shows that nothing she says about the history of our
relationship and her attitude toward it at the time is credible. However, a surplus of information is
not necessarily the best way to communicate the main ideas. Furthermore, there are parts of
our text message history which include private and potentially embarrassing information about
unrelated third parties, including both of our sons, and | would feel an obligation to redact such
things before releasing a wider swath of our text communication.

Instead, | will give the highlights, which establish what our dynamic was really like and which
directly refute many falsehoods in her testimony. Anticipating the potential counterargument that
I am cherry-picking our text message history to paint the relationship in a way that was different
from the big picture, | proclaim that everything | will show is exactly in line with the big picture. If
NASPA has any doubt about this, | am willing to do the work of redacting and releasing the
entire text message history to demonstrate that there is no deception in my account.
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In early December 2019, Lola and | began talking about the possibility of me visiting Salt Lake
City and seeing her, a trip we did not end up scheduling until January 30th-31st 2020. She
showed no hesitancy about that possibility and was even proactive in making suggestions about
methods of travel and places to stay while | was there. She canceled the trip at the last minute,
on January 29, 2020, because she became ill, but she quickly initiated discussions of us making
a trip elsewhere together, which resulted in us going to Puerto Rico together from March 10th to
17th. We had a wonderful time together, and afterward our texting became much more romantic.
She lobbied hard for me to come to Salt Lake City, including telling me of endorsements of the
idea from her family members and friends. We also joked during this period about my proclivity
for going on angry rants that she had seen a little bit of while we were together in Puerto Rico.

On April 17th, | contacted her about the incident report regarding the Facebook conversation
with Darrell Day, and she helped me compose a calm response which | submitted to NASPA.
She was not put off by my anger and was highly sympathetic and supportive.

We lived together in Salt Lake City from April 24th to May 29th. During this time | wrote the vast
majority of the first draft of the splenetic.net blog, and Lola was my initial reader and editor. |
continued to go on late night angry rants while we lived together, and while this undoubtedly
weighed psychically on Lola, she never communicated feeling in danger with me. She only
communicated sympathy and support. She felt safe and happy enough with me that she
decided to drive back to Seattle with me from May 29th to 31st.

We lived together in Seattle from May 31st to June 15th, at which point we decided the
relationship had run its course, and she flew back to Salt Lake City. We continued to be on good
terms for over a month after that, through July 23rd. During that time period, she continued to
participate in many Google Meet get-togethers with me and my friends to play games and
socialize, and we continued to engage in many text conversations. When | published the
splenetic.net blog on July 14th and 15th, she was highly supportive, both by sending me
personal compliments about the blog and by writing comments on my Facebook posts that
supported my side and disarmed several of the criticisms of detractors.

On July 24th, she emailed me about needing to create more distance, and we had a respectful
conversation. | complied with her wishes and only contacted her again almost half a year later
on December 11th, on the recommendation of Mina Le, because of a play reading event that
Lola and | were both attending. We had another respectful email conversation in a series of
December 11th emails, in which she explicitly said that it was not a problem for us to participate
in the same events with mutual friends, such as the play readings and Scrabble tournaments,
and that it was also no problem for me to contact her if the reason was important.

| didn’t initiate conversation after that, but she did, on February 12th, 2021, by gifting me a

subscription to Will Anderson’s Twitch channel. We then had a lengthy text conversation
catching up on each other’s lives, which included her telling me that she was living in Florida
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while | was already living in Portland, Oregon. She also asked me to watch her Twitch Scrabble
broadcast the next day, which | did on that one occasion but never again.

We both participated in Mina Le organized play readings in December 2020 and February 2021
and exchanged friendly texts about the second one.

| thought we were on improving terms, and | texted her on May 2nd, 2021 about a possible
business trip to Salt Lake City to see if she was in the area and wanted to meet. When she did
not reply, | never texted her again.

The only later non-in-person communication we had was when | accidentally came across a
new Instagram account of hers on August 4th, 2021, which showed that she had moved to
Portland. | sent her a two sentence message simply welcoming her to town. She sent a longer
response, in which she admitted that my interactions with her during the Twitch broadcast had
been supportive and friendly and confessed that they were stressful for her because of her own
craziness. | replied with a thank you and wished her peace, and | never contacted her in any
way again.

Timeline and Index of Corroborating Evidence for Relationship
With Lola

Elements in italics in the timeline do not have an associated screenshot, but are simply to make
the chronology of the relationship clearer.

When | dated Lola she went by the name BriAnna McKissen, and Lola was an infrequently used
nickname. It is my understanding that she now mostly goes by Lola, and in writing this
document | have defaulted to using that out of respect for what she wants to be called.
However, in emails and other written sources, | almost always addressed her as BriAnna or Bri.

December 11, 2019: Lola first mentions the possibility of me coming to SLC, after we had been
texting for two months. (Figure 6)

January 9, 2020: | propose January 30th-31st dates for a visit, which she agrees to. Lola makes
several suggestions about things we can do in SLC and discusses transportation options with

me. (Figure 7)

January 23rd & 27th, 2020: More texts planning trip, including recommendations from her about
hotels. (Figure 8)

January 29th & 30th, 2020: After | had already begun my drive from Seattle to Salt Lake City,
she canceled the visit due to illness, and | redirected my travels to Butte, Montana. (Figure 9)

We also talked on the phone at that time, and she sounded sick. Within the next few days, she
suggested on the phone that we both fly somewhere else instead of attempting a road trip.
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February 7th, 2020: She brings up in text message that we should fly somewhere else and we
begin to discuss possibilities. (Figure 10)

February 13th, 2020: | propose Puerto Rico, and she texts “Oooh, | very much like that idea.”
(Figure 11)

February 14th, 2020: She confirms Puerto Rico trip for March 10th-17th and immediately puts in
the vacation time at work. (Figure 12)

March 8th-9th, 2020: Amid many romantic texts, she texts me about places to visit in Puerto
Rico. (Figure 13)

March 17th, 2020: After we both returned to our own homes from Puerto Rico, she texts, “|
should have come to Seattle.” (Figure 14)

March 19th, 2020: | share a picture of me in my kitchen and she writes “-Wish | were there”
(Figure 15)

March 28th, 2020: We joke about my tendency for making angry rants, while | was stressed that
I might have caught COVID. (Figure 16)

April 2nd, 2020: She sends texts trying to coax me to come to Salt Lake City, including a picture
of a joke paperback cover entitled, “Come Be My Friend.” (Figure 17)

April 9th, 2020: She tells me her friend Jordan supports me coming to SLC. (Figure 18)
April 10th, 2020: She tells me her friend Joel supports me coming to SLC. (Figure 19)

April 12th, 2020: She tells me her family supports me coming to SLC. I jokingly ask her if her
family knows I'm a psychopath, and she says her son knows. (Figure 20)

April 14th, 2020: She sends me a long text saying “You have made me care very deeply about
you.” (Figure 21)

April 17th, 2020: She helps me draft my response to the Darrell Day incident report and then
says - Sending virtual hugs (and sympathetic rage).” (Figure 22)

April 20th, 2020: She talks about ordering a desk so we would both have workspaces and
shows me that she has emptied closet space for me. (Figure 23)

April 22nd, 2020: She sends a romantic text, saying she is looking forward to me being there.
(Figure 24)
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April 24th to May 29th, 2020: Lola and I live together in her apartment in SLC.

May 30th to June 15th, 2020: After a two day drive from SLC to Seattle together, Lola and I live
together in my apartment in Seattle. We stopped dating on June 15th.

June 15th to July 23rd, 2020: Each of us living in our separate homes but continuing to be on
good terms.

June 29th, 2020: She texts me about how she was using coffee beans that | had bought her as
a gift in Seattle. (Figure 25)

July 2nd, 2020: She compliments me on a Scrabble stream on Twitch. (Figure 26)

July 24th, 2020: She emails me that she needs to make distance. | email her back respectfully
and we cease all communication for nearly half a year. (Figure 27)

October, 2020: | move from Seattle, Washington to Portland, Oregon.

December 11th, 2020: On Mina Le’s suggestion, | email Lola because of an upcoming play
reading that we are both participating in. Lola writes back quickly, and we have a short and
respectful email exchange in which she says it is not problem for us to be in the play reading
group together, and that she will unblock me on Facebook, and that it is okay for me to email
her if it's important. (Figure 28)

December 26, 2020: Lola and | both participate in Mina Le’s play reading.

February 12th, 2021: Lola reinitiates contact by gifting me a subscription to Will Anderson’s
Twitch channel. | send a text thanking her and asking what it does. She explains, and then we
have an extended catch-up conversation about our lives, in which she reveals she is living in
Florida, while | am living in Portland, Oregon. She then invites me to watch her Scrabble
livestream the following day. (Figure 29)

February 13th, 2021: | watch Lola’s Scrabble livestream for the only time ever.

February 27th, 2021: Exchange of complimentary texts about second Mina Le play reading that
we both attended. (Figure 29, at the end)

May 2nd, 2021: Last text to Lola, about possibly meeting in SLC during a business trip. (Figure
30)

August 4th, 2021: Conversation on her new Instagram account after she moved to Portland.
(Figure 31)
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(E) Review of Evans Clinchy’s Statement

Evans and Jennifer have been harassing me for six years and doing everything they can to
write a false narrative that | have been harassing them. | will now review their statements, not
only to demonstrate that their charges hold no water, but also to highlight all of the ways in
which they are intentionally deceiving you in order to assassinate my character.

Evans’s point #1: He is not trying to ostracize me, FALSE

Before he levels any charges against me, Evans starts out by denying that he is attacking me
and that he has been disparaging me for a long time. He is using the “black is white” rhetorical
technique of saying the exact opposite of the truth. At the beginning of his statement he says

‘Il understand that there's a narrative out there in the Scrabble community that | have
somehow turned other players against David Koenig - that because of some
deep-seated anger or hatred that I feel, I've led some sort of campaign of ostracism to
keep him out of the Scrabble community. That narrative is false.”

He concludes his statement with the completely contradictory,

“Respectfully, | am asking for his banishment for life from our community. | truly believe
that is the only way to deal with this threat once and for all.”

He is literally saying, “I am not trying to ostracize David Koenig. | am trying to ostracize David
Koenig!” And he hopes that he has thrown enough obfuscation and lies in between that you
won’t notice the blatant hypocrisy.

Evans’s point #2: He is ignoring me and not attacking my
character, FALSE

He says “I have tried very hard to avoid doing anything at all to antagonize DK.” Here is a list of
documented and observed ways in which this is a lie:

(1) Many people in the 2017 New Orleans tournament room saw him jump up and down, pump
his fist, and childishly shout “YES!” In the middle of the tournament room after he won a
challenge against me.

(2) Well in advance of me moving to Seattle in April 2018, both Walker Willingham and Chris

Grubb divulged to me that Evans had said hateful things about me and that he actively
attempted to interfere with me getting together for casual Scrabble get-togethers with them. |
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had been making business trips to Seattle and getting together to play Scrabble with them for
years before Evans moved to the area. More detail is in the splenetic.net blog.

(3) In an email from June 18, 2018 Walker Willingham wrote to me: (Figure 32)

I had a similar internal reaction when | overheard Evans talking to someone else in a
public setting that you were "an awful, awful human being." It was especially jarring
because it seemed out of character for Evans, and it sticks the listener in the
uncomfortable position of wondering "is there really something that bad?" Evans'
comment was worse because it was stated so publicly. It may have made me wonder
what it was about you, but it certainly redounded poorly on Evans in my eyes.

(4) Terry Kang told me in Edinburgh in 2019 that Evans had previously come up to her and
specifically asked her not to mention my name in front of him. According to Terry, this was out of
the blue. Apparently, Evans’s hatred of me was so intense he couldn’t even stand hearing my
name.

(5) Shortly after | published the splenetic.net blog, Brian Bowman wrote in a comment on my
Facebook wall dated July 16th, 2020: (Figure 33)

And it pissed me off a little to see Jennifer claim that Dave was "actively disparaging" her
and hurting her reputation when | knew that Evans at least had been doing that to Dave
for years.

(6) In another comment dated Thursday July 16th, 2020, Winter also testified to firsthand
knowledge that Jennifer and/or Evans were disparaging me. (Refuting Martin DeMello’s
statement. Figure 34.)

Martin De Mello: in all the years that I've known Jen and Evans | have not heard them
say a single thing against or even about Dave. and likewise | was around for the starting
of coco and my perceptions align with Melissa’s.

Winter: | know for a fact (because | was in the room where it happened) that Martin is
mistaken (not in his experience, but his level of knowledge), and | have posted what
happened on my own timeline earlier this year, so I'm not going to rehash it here.

(7) In a comment dated Wednesday July 15th, 2020, Shelley Stevens also testified to firsthand
knowledge that Jennifer and Evans were disparaging me: (Figure 35)

Have you ever been in an uncomfortable situation with another person in your
community that you KNOW FOR A FACT is badmouthing you to mutual friends and
making things awkward?

| have.

000170


David Koenig
Exhibit 5


000171

It sucks and at least he is owning up to his own part in all of it. Emotions sometimes
drive people to do unstable things, but | can tell you that even as a tangential member of
this community, | am personally sympathetic to what he’s going through, mainly because
| barely know [Jennifer and Evans] and | have heard them badmouth him and | knew
there was some sort of issue after having like one dinner with them once.

This entire list refers to behavior of Evans toward and about me in the three and a half year
period from January 2017 to July 2020, before the publication of the splenetic.net blog.

From my interactions with many other people in the Scrabble community, | have intuited that
Evans has disparaged me many more times than | have observed. The list above is simply the
cases that | observed for myself or got testimony from others about.

Evans’s point #3: In his mind, | am a man who abuses women,
PURELY AD HOMINEM ATTACK WITH NO SUBSTANCE

Evans makes an unsubstantiated claim that | abuse women and a meaningless comparison of
me to Sam Kantimathi. The only connection between us that he makes is that he has zero
respect for either of us. There is nothing of substance about me in this entire paragraph, and all
he is doing is trying to drum up hatred for me. It's not even worth responding to.

Evans’s point #4: | attempted to register for a “house tournament”,
FALSE, IT WAS A FULLY RATED NASPA TOURNAMENT

On what grounds does Evans criticize me for signing up for what he calls a “house tournament”
(the 2019 Hood River tournament, for which | sent him an entry fee in September 2018) even
though it was a NASPA rated event featuring a number of the best tournament Scrabble players
in the country when all of the following are true?

(1) Neither he nor Jennifer had ever been willing to speak to me about what their grievances
were with me.

(2) I had already behaved civilly to them for a period of 21 months after the 2017 New Orleans
tournament, even in the face of disgusting behavior by Evans toward me and behind my back.
(3) I had not even attempted to enter nor contact them about any of the many tournaments they
had run in that nearly two year period beforehand, and | had made no complaints to them or
anyone else about the ways in which they were breaking NASPA rules to make the registration
lists exclusive to their friends.

(4) I made no complaints when they denied my entry and simply sent a goodwill apology with no
expectation of a response. (Figure 37)

(5) I never attempted to enter a tournament of theirs again.

Furthermore, as | revealed in the splenetic.net blog, my intention all along in sending in an entry
fee was not to attend the tournament, but rather to open up a line of communication so that
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Evans and Jennifer could address their grievances with me. This was demonstrated by the first
draft of the apology email, which | sent to Chris Lipe and Jeremy Cahnmann, which included
these lines: (Figure 38)

| don’t even really care about whether | go to this tournament or not; what is much more
important is resolving the tension in this situation...

| signed up for this tournament, not out of any desire to make life difficult for the two of
you, but simply because it is what | would have done if you two were not behaving the
way you were, and | thought it might provide an opportunity for you to actually address
your problems with me. | am glad that you have done so.

Evans’s point #5: | used Steve Pellinen as an intermediary to
threaten to go public with grievances, FALSE

First, Evans and Jennifer are attempting to be political leaders and tournament organizers within
our Scrabble tournament community. There is absolutely nothing wrong with making public
statements that criticize them for their political record, which is the only thing | criticized them for
in the blog.

Second, it's not even true that | used Steve Pellinen as an intermediary. Steve misunderstood
what | said to him, and | had no desire for him to pass anything | said back to Evans. At the time
| talked to Steve, | had barely started writing what was then only a first draft of my story for my
own therapeutic purposes, and | had made no decisions to publish anything.

In the beginning, my primary motivation for telling the story to others was to win back people
who had been mutual friends of mine and of Evans and Jennifer, and | could have much more
effectively done that by sending the story only to a select group of those friends.

| only became convinced that the story needed to be made public when Evans and Jennifer split
off from NASPA at the end of 2019. | did so for two reasons, both entirely political: (1) to curtail
the growth of their organization and the undermining of NASPA and (2) because of the way they
corrupted the team USA selection process for their Virtual World Cup.

Evans’s point #6: My splenetic.net blog was a rant filled with
distortions and lies about him, PURELY OPINION

| told the entire story in a responsible way that was as charitable to Evans and Jennifer as |
could be. | criticized them only on political grounds, and | believe that it was in the best interest
of the entire international Scrabble community that | made the story public. By creating a
renegade organization, Evans and Jennifer evaded the oversight and disciplinary processes of
NASPA and created a situation where individual Scrabble players needed to make informed
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choices about what organizations to support. | was a whistleblower, exposing the way they
broke NASPA rules for literally 100% of the tournaments they ran, in ways that excluded me
(and some others) and which unleveled the playing field.

Furthermore, as far as | can see, everything | speculated about Evans’s and Jennifer’s opinions
and motivations was completely accurate. Everything they have done in the two years since that
time, including the submission of this character-assassination and admitted attempt to ostracize
me, posing as an incident report, is completely consistent with the story that | have told.

Evans’s point #7 (insinuated): | played in an online Woogles club
directed by him and Jennifer, FALSE

When | played at the online Woogles club run by their organization from January to February
2021, neither Evans nor Jennifer were directors of the club. The only directors were Peter
Armstrong, Becky Dyer, and Geoff Thevenot. This is corroborated by the email that Brian
Bowman wrote to me on March 4th, 2021, in response to me telling him about the banning.
(Figure 2, at the end)

Look closely at Evans’s words in this bullet point. It is obvious that he is intentionally trying to
mislead you without telling an outright lie. He says, “he tried to play in our online Scrabble club,
even though he knows he is not welcome to play Scrabble events that we direct. Three other
co-directors of that club (not Jennifer or myself)” to attempt to get you to jump to a false
conclusion that he and Jennifer were directing the club at the time.

Evans’s and Jennifer’'s March 2020 decision to allow me to play only in events directed by other
people in their organization was arbitrary, vindictive, and bullying. It was also a completely
premeditated attempt to exclude me, since | had never attempted to nor indicated any interest in
playing in anything run by their organization. Even if you could somehow make the case that it
was a reasonable decision, it was also completely unprofessional to tell this decision to my
personal friends Mina Le and Cesar del Solar rather than telling it to me directly.

Furthermore, regardless of how unprofessional and vindictive they were, | was nothing but
professional and respectful in response. | followed their unreasonable demands to the letter,
only playing in an online club which was not directed by them, and my behavior in those club
sessions was impeccable, as Cesar del Solar, head developer of the Woogles platform, attested
to in his email response to me telling him about the ban. (Figure 2) When the directors sent me
their letter banning me and insinuating that | was a harasser, with no explanation or justification
for their ban and no recourse to appeal, | made zero response and never returned to the club.

The directors Peter Armstrong, Becky Dyer, and Geoff Thevenot were fine with me playing in
the club for several weeks, and seemingly the only thing that happened in between that might
have influenced their change in policy was me making one relevant comment in response to a
director’s question that might have drawn attention to the fact that Evans was blocking me on
the website.
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This follows a clear pattern. As far as | can see, the thing that Evans hates most from me is me
holding him accountable for the bad and hateful things that he has actually done. As |
mentioned in the splenetic.net blog, this started a decade ago when | revealed in a Facebook
argument that he had made anonymous bullying messages on Jason Idalski’s LiveJournal and
had allowed other people in the Scrabble community to think that they were from me. He also
hates the splenetic.net blog because it exposes the corrupt and unethical behavior that he did
as a tournament director and organizer, as well as his vindictive and bullying behavior toward
me. And he literally started his statement in this incident report trying to deny that he has
behaved angrily and hatefully toward me, despite a preponderance of evidence showing that
this is a lie.

Evans’s point #8: | have homicidal intent toward him, FALSE

| don’t blame Evans for this one. | believe him and Jennifer that Lo