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DHDU JHQQLIHU,

I KDYH EHHQ DYRLGLQJ WDONLQJ WR \RX EHFDXVH VR PXFK RI ZKDW KDSSHQHG WR PH LV DERXW

\RX. I FDQ¶W H[SODLQ WKH WKUHDW WR WKH WRUG CXS GLUHFWRUV RU DQ\RQH HOVH ZLWKRXW EULQJLQJ

\RX LQWR LW, DQG I FDQ¶W EHDU WR KDYH \RX KHDU LW VHFRQG KDQG. I DP ILOOHG ZLWK GUHDG DW

KDYLQJ WR EH WKH EHDUHU RI WKLV QHZV, EXW KH¶V EHHQ WU\LQJ WR JHW DW PH WKURXJK WRRJOHV

DQG I¶P RXW RI WLPH WR DW OHDVW H[SODLQ LW WR WKHP, VR I PXVW QRZ H[SODLQ LW WR \RX.

I GRQ¶W NQRZ KRZ XQVWDEOH KRHQLJ ZDV ZKLOH \RX ZHUH GDWLQJ, EXW E\ WKH WLPH I GLG, KH

ZDV YHU\ QRW RND\. I KDG NQRZQ KLP RQOLQH IRU DERXW 10 \HDUV, DVVXPLQJ DOO RI WKH

PXWXDO IULHQGV KH OLVWHG ZHUH DFWXDOO\ IULHQGV RI KLV ZKLOH KH KRYHUHG, DQG ZH¶G PHW RQFH

LQ SHUVRQ, DW D WULYLD QLJKW ZLWK P\ ER\IULHQG DQG RWKHU IULHQGV ZKHQ KH PRYHG WR

SHDWWOH. WKHQ P\ UHODWLRQVKLS HQGHG, KH DVNHG LI KH FRXOG FRPH YLVLW PH LQ UWDK. I

WKRXJKW WKDW VRXQGHG XQFRPIRUWDEOH DQG ZH PDGH SODQV WR JR WR SDQ JXDQ LQVWHDG, JHW D

VXLWH ZLWK VHSDUDWH URRPV IRU WKH EHJLQQLQJ DQG ILJXUH LW RXW IURP WKHUH.

WH DUULYHG RQ MDUFK 12, 2020. TKLV VHHPHG UHDOO\ VDIH DW WKH WLPH. I ZDVQ¶W FRXQWLQJ RQ:

D JOREDO SDQGHPLF, KLP EHLQJ DQ DFWXDO SV\FKRSDWK, RU KRZ I ZRXOG UHDFW WR WKDW. I ZDV

DEXVHG SUHWW\ VHYHUHO\ DV D \RXQJ FKLOG E\ D VLPLODU W\SH RI SHUVRQ, DQG WKDW YHU\ ILUVW

GD\ LQ PXHUWR RLFR I ZHQW LPPHGLDWHO\ LQWR IUHH]H DQG IDZQ WR WU\ WR SOD\ QLFH DQG QRW

EHFRPH KLV WDUJHW. II \RX GRQ¶W KDYH H[SHULHQFH ZLWK WKLV NLQG RI WKLQJ, I¶P QRW VXUH I FDQ

H[SODLQ P\VHOI, RWKHU WKDQ GLVDVVRFLDWLQJ DQG WU\LQJ WR JHW RQ KLV JRRG QHZV LV WKH ZD\

P\ EUDLQ OHDUQHG WR NHHS PH DOLYH DV D FKLOG.

I¶P FHUWDLQ \RX¶YH VHHQ WKH DQJHU. I FDQ¶W LPDJLQH WKDW SDUW LV QHZ. HH IOHZ LQWR D UDJH

ODWH WKDW QLJKW DERXW KRZ \RX DQG EYDQV KDYH UXLQHG KLV OLIH WHOOLQJ OLHV DERXW KLP, DQG
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KH WROG PH KH ZDV ZULWLQJ D ³ERRN´ WR SURYH LW LQ KRSHV WKDW \RX ZRXOG EH VR KXPLOLDWHG

\RX¶G NLOO \RXUVHOI.

TKH WULS ZDV VWUDQJH DQG SXQFWXDWHG E\ WKH ZRUOG VKXWWLQJ GRZQ. I DVVXPHG WKLV ZRXOG

EH WKH HQG RI LW DOO. WKHQ ZH JHW KRPH WR RXU UHVSHFWLYH DSDUWPHQWV DQG D VXGGHQ

XQHQGLQJ ORFNGRZQ, KH FRQWLQXHV WR FDOO PH WR FU\ DQG ZKLQH DQG UDQW DQG ZH GHFLGH KH

VKRXOG GULYH GRZQ WR SLC VR ZH FDQ EXEEOH WRJHWKHU.

WH OLYHG WRJHWKHU IRU 8 KRUULILF ZHHNV. EYHU\ QLJKW ZKHQ KH JRW WLUHG KH ZRXOG WXUQ LQWR

D ZKROH RWKHU SHUVRQ DQG I¶G KDYH WR OLH WKHUH OLVWHQLQJ IRU KRXUV DQG KRXUV ZKLOH KH

VKRXWHG DERXW KRZ PXFK \RX DQG EYDQV GHVHUYHG WR GLH DQG KRZ KH ZRXOG ZDQW WR

FDUU\ WKDW RXW. SRPHWLPHV WKH SHRSOH ZKR QHHGHG WR GLH ZHUH WKH SHRSOH ZKR PXVW KDYH

WROG OLHV DERXW KLP ODVW WLPH KH QRWLFHG WKDW SHRSOH GRQ¶W OLNH KLP, LQ DC. SRPHWLPHV LW

ZDV KLV PRWKHU. OQFH LW ZDV D ZKROH UDQGRP WRXUQDPHQW RI SFUDEEOHUV KH ZDQWHG WR

VKRRW GRZQ, EHFDXVH WKH\ GLGQ¶W VWRS \RX IURP O\LQJ DERXW KLP RU H[FOXGLQJ KLP. AW RQH

SRLQW, HYHU\ VLQJOH SHUVRQ ZKR YRWHG IRU TUXPS GHVHUYHG GHDWK. HH ZDV QHYHU LQ FRQWURO

RI KLPVHOI GXULQJ DQ\ RI WKLV, DQG ZRXOG HYHQ \HOO WKLV ZD\ DW KLPVHOI LQ WKH VKRZHU.  IW¶V

LQFUHGLEO\ GHOXVLRQDO, DQG WKHUH¶V QR DUJXLQJ ZLWK DQ\ RI LW, EXW I NHSW KRSLQJ I FRXOG

PDNH KLP VHH ZKHUH WKH JDSV ZHUH LQ KLV ORJLF.

I KDYH OLVWHQHG WR DW OHDVW D KXQGUHG KRXUV RI LQVDQH PXUGHU IDQWDVLHV, DQG I DP QRW

RND\.

IQ WKH YHU\ ODVW DUJXPHQW, KH ZDV LQVLVWLQJ ZLWK DEVROXWH FHUWDLQW\ WKDW KLV PRUDO

MXGJPHQW LV LQIDOOLEOH, ZKLFK VHDOV KLV SODFH DV WKH VFDULHVW SHUVRQ I¶YH HYHU PHW. HH DOVR

GHFODUHV DW WKH HQG RI WKLV WKDW KH¶V QRW LQ ORYH ZLWK PH.



TKLV VHHPHG OLNH I FRXOG MXVW JR, KH FRXOG DVVXPH I ZDV KHDUWEURNHQ, DQG KH ZRXOG MXVW

JUDGXDOO\ IRUJHW I H[LVW. I¶P SUHWW\ VXUH KH¶V JRLQJ WR NLOO VRPHRQH VRPHGD\, DQG DOO I

FRXOG GR ZDV PDNH VXUH LW ZDVQ¶W PH. I ZDV VWLOO ORRNLQJ DW WKH ZKROH WKLQJ DV D VWRU\

DERXW WKLV EDG JX\, DDYH, DQG KLV YLFWLP, JHQQLIHU. LLNH I ZDV D E\VWDQGHU WKDW, DW EHVW,

KDG MXVW ZLWQHVVHG VRPHWKLQJ KRUULEOH, RU DW ZRUVW, ZDV UHVSRQVLEOH IRU QRW VWRSSLQJ

KLP.

IW¶V EHHQ 2 \HDUV RI PH WHOOLQJ KLP WR OHDYH PH DORQH, DQG WKDW I GR QRW ZDQW WR EH IULHQGV

ZLWK KLP. HH WULHV DJDLQ HYHU\ FRXSOH PRQWKV.

IQ NHZ OUOHDQV, I ZDV SUHWW\ DQ[LRXV, SDUWLFXODUO\ EHFDXVH RQO\ WZR SFUDEEOHUV

XQGHUVWRRG DQ\ RI WKLV: CRQUDG ZRXOGQ¶W EH RQ VLWH, DQG JHVVH DD\ KDG WR FDQFHO ODVW

PLQXWH. OQ WKH ILUVW GD\, I VWDUWHG WR UHOD[ ZKHQ I UHDOL]HG KH ZDVQ¶W DFNQRZOHGJLQJ P\

H[LVWHQFH DW DOO. I ZDV FRPLQJ EDFN LQWR WKH KRWHO DIWHU OXQFK DQG KHOG WKH GRRU RSHQ IRU

VRPHRQH FRPLQJ XS WKH VWDLUV EHKLQG PH. DDYH VD\V ³OK! I GLGQ¶W UHFRJQL]H \RX ZLWK

WKDW KDLU.´

AIWHU WKDW KH KRYHUHG ZKHUHYHU I ZDV WDONLQJ WR IULHQGV, OLNH ZH ZHUH IULHQGV DQG KH ZDV

ZDLWLQJ IRU PH. OQ SXQGD\, I ILQLVKHG D JDPH WRR IDVW DQG KHDGHG RXW WR WKH KDOOZD\ WR

ZDWFK WKH TZLWFK VWUHDP. HH IROORZHG PH RXW, PDGH D OLWWOH VPDOO WDON, DQG WKHQ

ODXQFKHG LQWR D UDQW, DFFXVLQJ PH RI DOO NLQGV RI WKLQJV, VKDNLQJ ZLWK UDJH EXW NHHSLQJ

KLV YROXPH ORZ.

I DP QRZ UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH ZD\ SHRSOH WUHDW KLP, IRU SOD\LQJ CRCR WRXUQDPHQWV, IRU

VSUHDGLQJ WKH OLHV WKDW WKLV RWKHU JLUO DIWHU/GXULQJ PH WKDW KH ZDV VWDONLQJ ZDV

VXSSRVHGO\ VSUHDGLQJ [DV DOZD\V, QR FOXHV DUH SURYLGHG IRU ZKDW WKH OLHV FRXOG SRVVLEO\



EH], IRU WXUQLQJ CRQUDG DJDLQVW KLP ZKHQ WKH\ ZHUH JUHDW IULHQGV DIWHU KH SRVWHG KLV

EORJ DERXW \RX, IRU WRRJOHV DOORZLQJ CRCR FOXE WR H[LVW DQG WR SUHYHQW KLP IRU SOD\LQJ.

I WROG KLP WKDW I WKLQN KH¶V DQ DFWXDO SV\FKRSDWK, WKDW I¶P WHUULILHG RI KLP, WKDW I RZH

KLP DEVROXWHO\ QRWKLQJ, DQG I DVN KLP DJDLQ WR OHDYH PH DORQH.

AW WKLV SRLQW, KH UHOD[HG, VDW EDFN, DQG VDLG ³SR \RX NQRZ. I IHHO PRUH EHWUD\HG E\ \RX

WKDQ E\ DQ\WKLQJ JHQQLIHU DQG EYDQV GLG.´ WKLFK LV WKH PRVW WHUULI\LQJ WKLQJ KH FRXOG

SRVVLEO\ VD\ WR PH. TKLV LV WKH WKUHDW. AQG I NQRZ LW GRHVQ¶W VRXQG OLNH D WKUHDW RXW RI

FRQWH[W. AQG VR GRHV KH. HH ORRNV HFVWDWLF RQ WKH TZLWFK YRG, UHWXUQLQJ WR WKH JDPHV. I

UHDOL]HG WKDW I¶YH EHHQ DIUDLG IRU P\ OLIH IRU 2 \HDUV, DQG KDYH EHHQ GLVVRFLDWLQJ.

AV I WROG \RX, I DP VHHLQJ D WUDXPD FRXQVHORU. I DP VWLOO ILOOHG ZLWK JXLOW DQG VKDPH: WKDW

I VKRXOGQ¶W KDYH EHHQ VWXSLG HQRXJK WR JR RXW ZLWK KLP LQ WKH ILUVW SODFH, WKDW I VKRXOG

KDYH EHHQ DEOH WR WDON KLP RXW RI SXEOLVKLQJ KLV EORJ, WKDW I VKRXOG KDYH EHHQ DEOH WR WDON

VRPH VHQVH LQWR KLP, WKDW I VKRXOG KDYH EHHQ DEOH WR ILJXUH RXW KRZ WR JHW RXW RI WKDW

IDVWHU.

I WDONHG WR CpVDU DERXW WKLV DIWHU I JRW KRPH, VR KH FRXOG XQGHUVWDQG ZK\ I ZDV WDNLQJ D

EUHDN IURP WRRJOHV DQG GLGQ¶W IHHO VDIH WKHUH EHFDXVH RI WKHLU IULHQGVKLS, WR WU\ WR JLYH

KLP D FKDQFH WR EH D IULHQG WR PH. SRPHKRZ WZR ZHHNV ODWHU, CpVDU WULHG WR DGG KLP DV D

YROXQWHHU WR DOO RI RXU DLVFRUG FKDQQHOV DQG VXFK. CRQUDG JRW H[WUHPHO\ SLVVHG, DQG

CpVDU EDFNHG RII, FODLPLQJ KH KDGQ¶W XQGHUVWRRG PH, EXW LW LVQ¶W UHDOO\ UHVROYHG \HW, LQ

P\ PLQG. I GRQ¶W WKLQN WUXVWLQJ JHVVH WR NHHS PDNLQJ CpVDU GR WKH ULJKW WKLQJ LV TXLWH

JRRG HQRXJK VDIHW\-ZLVH, DQG I VWLOO GRQ¶W WKLQN CpVDU VHHV P\ SRLQW RI YLHZ DW DOO.



WRRJOHV LV H[WUHPHO\ LPSRUWDQW WR PH, DQG I QHHG WKHP DOO WR XQGHUVWDQG I DEVROXWHO\

FDQQRW KDYH ANY LQWHUDFWLRQ ZLWK KLP, VR I QHHG WR WHOO WKHP DOO WKLV ZKROH VWRU\, EXW I

NQHZ I QHHGHG \RX WR EH LQIRUPHG RI HYHU\WKLQJ ILUVW. I ZLOO ZDON DZD\ LI WKH\ GRQ¶W

XQGHUVWDQG, ZKDW I¶YH EXLOW DQG GRQH FDQQRW EH XQGRQH.

I QRZ EHOLHYH WKDW, OLNH ZKHQ I ZDV D OLWWOH JLUO, I¶P RQO\ VDIH ZKHQ I VWRS NHHSLQJ WKH EDG

JX\¶V VHFUHWV. I EHOLHYH SHRSOH OLNH WKLV JHW DZD\ ZLWK WRUPHQWLQJ RWKHUV EHFDXVH WKH\

NQRZ WKH\ EHOLHYH WKH\ FDQ IUDPH HYHU\WKLQJ WR PDNH WKH YLFWLPV ORRN K\VWHULFDO, DQG

WKH\ GR D SUHWW\ JRRG MRE RI FRQYLQFLQJ WKH YLFWLPV RI WKDW. I¶P UHPDUNDEO\ RND\ ZLWK

ORRNLQJ FUD]\. I¶P QRW RND\ ZLWK EHLQJ DIUDLG IRUHYHU.

I DP VR VRUU\ IRU DQ\ SDLQ WKLV LV FDXVLQJ \RX,

LROD
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9 ~ave Koenig 

For the last three and a half years, I've been dealing with ostracism, anger, 
pain, and traL111a. Wrning about n has been the hardest thing I have done in 
my life. Putting the wrning out there might be the craziest thing I have done 
in my life. 
This will probably primarily be of interest to my friends in the Scrabble 
communfy, as many of them know many of the people in this story and 
sensed that sanething was happening behind the scenes that they did not 
l.llderstand. They are its intended audience. 
However, anyone who knows me and wants to l.llderstand what I've been 
dealing with might find it a good read too. It's not about Scrabble. It's about 
Scrabble players. It's about the human condnion. 
It's not for everybody. It's long and intensely personal. I don't shy away from 
sharing many things that would make many people squirm. You might like it 
You might hate it You might be sanewhere in between. No matter what your 
feelings are, if you read all of n, thank you. 
It's a two-parter. This is part 1. Part 2 will be published in 24 hours from now. 
http //splenetic.net/the-crucible/ 

• 

Mina Le, Sandy Nang and 33 otllefs 48Comments 

like Comment Buffer 

Russell Honeybun Hi mate, I really want to thank you for shamg 
this perspective: as Homer sifl1)S(Jfl would say: The dizzying highs, 
the terrifying lows, the creamy middles: I want if all 
Like Reply 5d 

carum Patrick Kirby Edwards There isn1 an emoji for "Brave" and 
"Respect" or "Identify" but I'd have done that instead of "Ike" if there 
was. When I say "Identify". I'm not referring to anything recent but 
something that happened years ago pre-Scrabble. 
Like Reply 5d 

Shetley Stevens Whoa. That is a lot of really unfair crap you have 
had to deal with. I'm so sorry that you felt you had to air it to the 
community, but I totally understand wily you did. I can, say I 
wouldn1 do the same thing in your position. 

I hope that people who were harshly judging you unfaity wil read 
this with an open mnd and try to understand your perspective. 
Like Reply 5d Edifed 10 

Mina Le Oave, I'm in awe of your courage. II takes such guts to be 
this open and vulnerable. I'm praying that those Scrabblers who 
have distanced themselves from you will read tis and take steps to 
heal the damage that they've done by buyilg into a certain narrative 
about you. 
Like Reply 5d 

Emily J. Wood The present unavailability of part 2 of this stOf)' is 
seriously interfeling with my procrastination game tis morning. 
Like Reply 5d 

14 

Dave Koenig Emily J . Wood I had to waif three and a half 
years to get the story out of me. You can wait 24 hours. 
Thanks for reading, Emily. 
Like Reply 5d 

• Dave Koenig Emily J . Wood was if worth waiting for? 
Like Reply 3d 

Emity J. Wood Dave Koenig if was indeed - thanks for 
sharing• 
Like Reply 2d 

Write a reply .. . 

Marsha Gillis Looking forward (and a-eading) reading the second 
part of this story. It is so easy to be obivious to the pain of others or 
to msunderstand the significance of events about Wllicll one has 
inaccurate or incomplete information . 

• Dave. This took courage. 
Like Reply 5d 

Winter More people than you realise have yoi, back-stay strong. 

Like Reply 5d 

English (US) Espanol 
Portugues (Brasi ) Franfais (France) 
Oeutsch 
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Like Reply 5d 

0 Sheley Stevens replied 4 Replies 

Lisa Kolbuss Dave I'm deeply sorry that you've been going throufll 
such personal hell. This is brutal. 

Like Reply 4d 

Cecilia Le Dave. You ooni get to control someone's profile pie, 
regardess of v.tiere they were looking When they took it. Publisting 
her texts is a dick move. I'm sorry for your troubles, and you may not 
Ille hoW your relationship ended, but you~e not entitled to demand 
someone talk to you or take certain actions you imagine will bling 
you dosure. Your own account of your c01r4)1ete disregard for 
boundaries and the campaign of harassment you waged doesni 
make me sympathetic. 

Like Reply 4d 

Hide 16 Repies 

Dave Koenig I respect your opinion and am grateful for your 
feedback, Ceciia. 
Like Reply 4d 

Shelley Stevens Cecilia Le have you ever been ghosted or 
heartbroken? Have you ever been in an uncomfortable 
situation with another person in your community that you 
KNOW FOR A FACT is badmouthing you to mutual friends 
and making things av.1<ward? 

I have. 

20 

It sucks and at least he is owning up to tis own part in all of it. 
Emotions sometimes drive people to do unstable things, but I 
can tell you that even as a tangential member of this 
c:ommunity, I am personally sympathetic to What he's going 
throufll, mainly because I barely know Jevans and I have 
heard them badmouth him and I knew there was some sort of 
issue after havilg like one dinner with them once. (I didni PfY 
and can, remember specifics because I try to avoid drama) 

So, clearly if they are going to get to sway everyone's opinion 
of him, surely at some point he is allowed to get off the high 
road and proye tis case? 

In my case, I have things other than scrabble so I'm not overly 
concerned, and feel Ille true friends will reveal themselves. 

If Scrabble and the cornml.llity is your sanctuary and 
someone is violating that sanctuary by spreading 
ilterpretalions of yoor behaviour without even allowilg you 
the chance to address it... 

I don1 know, I think Ws pretty brave to just lay it all out there 
and let people decide v.tiether or not they want to read or 
suppolt it. 

Some breakups are indeed worse than others, but the 
ongoing disparaging and ostracizing of someone in the 
c:ommunity who does or ooesni deserve based upon 
anyone's own opinion, still gives me pause about v.tiat the 
hell is happening to o..- r1111e commirity. 

I don1 know why I fell the need to ctime in here. I guess I feel 
i ke there were dick lllOYes on both sides here and since it's 
open for discussion, why not chime in. 

I've alWays liked Dave, and Evans well enough, though I 
haven1 SPent too much time with him and I don1 know 
Jenrifer save for that one <inner so I don, realy have a 
personal opinion of her. 

It just hurts me to see friends in pain. t reminds me of another 
Scrabble friend I have who was unceremoniously dumped 
after nearly a decade with zero explanation or closure, and 
v.tlile I agree, you don't get to demand closure from another, it 
sure seems like not causing someone you once cared about 
l.lldue stress and hardship in yo..- own limtted community 
(ESPECIALLYv.tlen you know you wil see them again) just 
seems like the decent thing to do. 

Like Reply 4d Edited 
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before I realized he was permanentlY gone and not just in a 
toJff. If he were ever to tum around and call my behavior 
harassment, I'd say wit. There are much kinder ways to break 
._.i. 

Dave isn1 pe,fect or a sailt. I love him as a friend, in large 
part because of the resonances I see belWeen hill and 
myself. One of those similarities is that we're both honest to 
the bone. I would hope that Dave's posts, part I and part II, at 
least have the effect of humanizing him to some. 

Li<e Reply 4d Edited 

Cecilia Le Why I perceive ii as harassment is that he made 
his reQuests and then became ilcreasingly hostile and 
escalating when she didni grant them. rs not a request if 
you~e not alloWed to refuse. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Dave Koenig Cecilia Le, the worst text I sent was the one on 
December 20th. rll grant you calling that harassment. I even 
said i1 the text of Part I ·1 see that that could come across as 
petulant or harassing to her or to other people reading this, 
but I was just desperate." 

I don1 thilk any of my other messages relating to the picture 
fit into that category. 

It was a total of two emais and two text messages that I sent 
i1 a three week period Wilen I was under extreme mental 
duress. 

Im me with you havilg more sympathy for Jemifer than for 
me regardilg the events of that particular time peliod. But it 
wasni a campaign of harassment. By the time I had gotten to 
the New Orleans tournament, I was already in a much calmer 
place. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Cecilia Le Dave, I doni want to pile on or become overty 
entangled in this, but I feel that you're making light of what 
was truly disturlling behavior. 

By your own admission, your goal was to make her cry and 
see the tears on her face, and you tried to coerce her into 
meeting privately by forecasting to threaten and humi iate her 
i1 front of everyone. 

You'd also texted her on Christmas that you were ftAI of 
hatred. 

All because slle didn1 give in to your inappropliate obsession 
with control6ng her social media photo and your demands that 
she deliver you clos..-e. 
I would be tenified if this were happen ng to me. 
Li<e Reply 3d 

Dave Koenig Cecila, I'm not makilg light of ii. I don1 deny 
that I handled thilgs poorly and scared Jemifer. It would be 
best for the Scrabble world if she ever gave me the 
opportunity to make peace, but that's her choice ultimately. 

I really do value your fee<l>ack, and I'm ~ad you said these 
things. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Kate Fukawa-Connelty No, you thilk ii would be best for the 
Scrabble world. and perhaps ii would be best for you if slle 
gave you the opportunity to make peace. But if slle chooses 
not to, and thinks that that's Wllat's best for her, then that's her 
choice, and the rest of the Scrabble world will continue to 
function. 

I didni know 95% ofWllat you had posted, but seeilg ii 
written out, ii reads as if Jen was trying to set boundaries that 
you were consistenuy not respecting and perhaps in 
retrospect that you did not think were fair, and then seeing 
yourself as a victim v.tien you didn1 get v.tiat you wanted. 

This is just another exa111)1e of you setting the rules on "v.tlat 
is best" and setting ii up so that it's clearly someone else's 
fault if that ooesni come to fruition. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Dave Koenig I think it's best for the Scrabble wortd if I can 
make peace with Jennifer and Evans. I do not need that for 
my own mental peace. I have no idea what they need. But rm 
wili ng to make peace anyway, just because it's good for 
Scrabble. 
Li<e Reply 3d 
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disregarded. I'm seeing that slle silll)IY ghosted. Setting 
boundaries wot.Cd be saying "Hey Dave, I oon't want to be 
involVed with you anymore and I'm going to ask that you not 
text or write me.· That would be a boundary that he would 
then be either respecting or violating with his swseQUelll 
actions. But she <lidn1 use any such words. She just 
disappeared. How was he to know slle never wanted to 
communicate with him again? 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Kate Fukawa-Connelly i was refelling to the part Where slle 
did not want to be in an official relationship with him and then 
he came back later saying that she was being selfish. that 
boundary. i ooni think it's possible to ghost someone when 
you~e stuck in scrabble with them since you're going to have 
to see them eventually. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Dave Koenig I <loni want to diminish the concerns from 
Jennife(s point of view at all, but my best intuttive guess is 
that the biggest obstacle to us healing light now is Evans's 
hatred, not Jennife(s fear. 

I think that KFC and Ceci ia have had great feedback, and I'm 
very open to tt. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Avijit Ghosh Dave Koenig its been a really long tine since 
we've hung out - and clearly I do not know any of these fol<s 
at am - but I will say I've known you to be one of the crazy 
smartest folks I've ever known in anything you've ever 
managed to put your mind to. To be honest I kind of feel Ike 
you randomy picked up a scrabble book and became a top 
wOlld ranked player a week later and that is actually more 
silll)ly symbolc of how your mind works more than anything. 

Now that said I had two really opposite reactions to your two 
parts. With regards to part 1, I actual y am in agreement with 
your friend Cecii a Le - to be honest one takes .NlaY far more 
syll1)athy for Jennifer than for you in that reading, because by 
your admission you keep violating an asked for boundary. 
There is no rationalization - regardless of how ba<I one is 
treated - that makes that okay. 

The issue is in spite of the fact you kepi arguing you've moved 
on- the fact you've Wlitten this down in such detail - tt actually 
silll)ly ooesni feel like it. Further (and importantly] I could 
argue when one party wants to simply just move on - you've -
with a slew of really private historical information, 
inmortalized your oonnection to the person Who has moved 
on, on the internet effectively gluing you two together when tts 
clearly unwanted. 

If I (or anyone) were on the other side of that emotion, I'd be 
pretty awkward and silll)ly want to cut tt off as well. And this 
level of detail on a public forum to strangers actually proyides 
credence to said anxieties. 
Now that said (and at the risk of oontradicting myself) w/ part 
two its clear that couple has gone overboard and you are in 
the right there. 

My anxiety about that is, someone is going to use the level of 
private , personal information you've diwlged to make the 
point that you are unhealthily obsessed to the point of making 
people uncontortable. 

Perhaps succinctly, these posts make tt sound like that you 
have not JllClYed on and in effect provide the amm1.11ition 
these two are looking for to point this out (so that argument is 
i terally true in the story and the ·act of writing the story" 
makes tt true on another level as well J. 
Al a high level I'd say I think everyone here is acting badly 
and no one seems to know hoW to deescalate things to the 
point of vague normalcy as one can have with people they 
may have had relationships with. 

My gut instinct though on your side is tt probably shouldn1 
really involve this degree of personal information, but rather 
the professional interaction and transparency that a dub 
forum should have, partic.-a~y at the level of professional 
players. Otherwise there is a good chance this is going to go 
really wrong. 

Li<e Reply 3d Edited 

Avijit Ghosh I think tts also worth pointing out that spmkled 
throur,,out the story, you've expressed a positive attribute to 
getting under people's skin - getting l.l1der Evan's skin for 
instance - so you can beat him in games (etc). It simply feels 
i ke banal, emotional manipulation, without being recognized 
as that. 

As total aside - fuck scrabble - (and all this nonsense) - your 
crazy mind is being wasted here - come help me find a cure 
forCOVD-19 
Li<e Reply 3d 
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Li<e Reply 3d 

Avijit Ghosh I do get that in games like this - but in the 
context of this entire discussion - its going to be read in a 
afferent ~ght I fear. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Write a reply ... 

Martin Gold -You might like ii. You might hate it. You rrofl1I be 
somewhere in between. No matter v.tlat your feelings are, if you 
read all of it, thank you." Well, I've been sitting here for 1 o minutes 
trying to figure out something meaningful to say. I did read all of ii; 
my interest is definitely piQIJed for Part II. I'm friends with everyone 
involved, and I'd like for thilgs to stay that way. I am inclined to 
agree with Cecii a on the points that she made. t sucks to go 
through painful ordeals where long-time friendships get called into 
Question (been there), it sucks to have health and family problems 
(been there), and it sucks to have situations in Which anything you 
s;ry to defend yourself wil be It.med on its head (been there, actually 
going through something i ke that right now). I'm sorry you've had 
such a shitty last few years (been there too, but for very unrelated 
reasons). An'/W3Y, I doni like to put a lot in writing, but I'm happy to 
listen and and lend any perspective I can anytime. 

Like Reply 4d 

Dave Koenig I have my own thoughts about the issues that 
Ceci ia and you have brour,rt up, but I doni want to get in a 
dialog about them in this space. I have to accept that people 
are going to interpret my writing and the events desClibed in 
afferent ways, and I consider the act of pubi shing the story 
letting go of it. So it's no longer mine; it's now yours to 
interpret or debate about as you want. 

If either of you or anyone else wants to discuss things about 
this with me and get my fu1her opinions, I think that p ivate 
oommunication is a better way to do ii. 

Li<e Reply 4d 

Dave Koenig That said, you're welcome to give feedback 
either positive or negative in this space, just doni expect me 
to address the issues in the piece myself on the comments of 
this post. 

Li<e Reply 4d 

Martin Gold Sounds good. 

Li<e Reply 4d 

Write a reply ... 

Dave Koenig Copied from the part 2 post to address the concerns 
about text messages voiced by Cecii a: 

Several people have given feedback about me including text 
messages with Jennifer in the appendices. I have heard this 
feedback, and I thought about this deeply before I did it. You may 
feel differently, but let me say a few things about why I fett it was 
necessary. 

The text messages corroborate many things in my story, incklding 
my mothel's surgery, my flu and mouth sore outllreak, my inabiity to 
get games with anyone but V11ce. The ernai exchange with Jennifer 
also corroborates my sexual dysfunction. I felt it was necessary to 
give contemporaneous evidence to show that I was not exaggerating 
any of this for svrr4)athy. November 2016 was truly the worst month 
of my l~e. independently from anything happening with Jem~er. 

In comparison, there is very little personal detail about her contained 
in those messages. 

The text messages also corroborate that Jennifer and I had Quite a 
bit of cornroonication in November, as 3'M<ward as it was. I felt it 
necessary to show that my atterl1)1s to reach out to her around the 
Galifomia Open and New Olleans tournaments were not out of the 
blue. Since other people perceived that we hadni been dating since 
early 2016, I was concerned that people would think my attempts to 
reach out to her to get closure were inappropliate because of the 
amount of time that had passed. We s1il had some kind of 
relationship light up to the end of November, even though we 
wereni dating. 

Part of what was so painfUI for me about the 2017 New oneans 
tournament is that it was the time when I most needed support from 
my friends in Scrabble. Not just about Jem~er. I wanted to talk to 
them about v.tiat was happening with my mother, and about my 
sexual dysfunction. But everyone It.med on me at that tournament, 
and no one wanted to have a sympathetic conversation with me. 

Like Reply 4d Edtted 
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1 amosmayeo ru rea11 ota1a11y panu u.e 1001KJ11.go1 coco mil to 
<lo with exduding certain players from participation in tournaments. 
This had already been dealt with by NASPA and reasonable 
guidelines had been put in place. "If you refuse to answer my email, 
I'm going to be forced to oomm1.11icate with you in person, at a 
tournament, possibly being ovemeard, and you may find that 
embarrassing," isni the kind of "threat" that was meant to be 
addressed in the NASPA decision. 

Secondly, the excklsion of Joey Krafcllick from any t01.mament over 
his political beiefs is outrageous. Joey and I fel out fNef politics and 
much unpleasantness belWeen the two of us ensued. Personally. t 
never would have aossed my mind that Joey shoUld have been 
excluded from Scrabble to1.maments. What ri<iculous nonsense. 
I have supported Coco both online and financial y and wil not <lo so 
in the future unless I receive a satisfactory explanation for Oave and 
Joey's exclusion from their tournaments. A "public • organization can 
never pick and clloose its membership based on personal feelings 
and market itself as inclusive and welc:omng. 

Like Reply 4d 

<P 

CP 

Dave Koenig Nol only that but Joey stopped playing CSW 
soon afterward, perhaps dscouraged by his lad< of 
oppoflUnities to play. If the Ci Quish and Oickish aow<I wants 
to grow CSW in America, they should stop doing the opposite. 

Like Reply 4d 

Conrad Bassett-Bouchard (this comment is solely focused 
to the accusations about Joey - n does not address anything 
about Oave and his conflict with Jenn and Evans. It also 
reflects my personal opirion, and not that of CoCo - an 
organization I love and support, but with Wllicll I <lo not hold 
any official position]. 

I cllatted with Marsha yesteroay because the "banning Joey 
from CoCo events· anecdote is untrue. To the best of my 
kooMedge, Evans and Joey ooni speak, though I ooni think 
it's my place to speculate Why. 

I also ooni personal y believe in posting private text 
messages in public fora without permission, but I <lo feel 
contortable saying Joey specifically reaclled out to me asking 
about his attendance at Hood River events. It seemed weird 
to me that Evans would have any issue with that, but since he 
and Joey wereni on speaking terms, I went ahead and asked 
Evans. Evans confirmed that of course he had no issues with 
Joey playing, and I relayed that info to Joey. So far as I know 
he was planning to play CoCo events this year, poor to 
COVIO. 

But to say Joey has been banned from CoCo tournaments 
ooe political bei efs is patently false. I <lo, in fact, have the text 
messages to prove that he is welcomed. 

I <lo not and cannot formal y speak for CoCo, but I <lo believe 
n points to a positive future for Saabble. I personally agree 
refusing Joey (or anybody) entry to a tournament solely due to 
their political views would be ridiculous nonsense. And he is 
welcomed at CoCo tournaments. 
Like Reply 3d 

Mina Le That may be true, but the specific allegation was that 
Joey was shut out of the Nashville edipse tournament, 
something you <1oni address here. And n ooesni change the 
egregious fact that Dave was exduded a pliofi from playing in 
the Virtual World c~. even though n has been touted as a 
replacement for Alchemist Cup and Dave would've Qualified to 
represent the U.S. at Alchemist Cup. Or the fact (based on 
their statement to me during a <3ocge Hangout as reported in 
Dave's writing) that Dave is exduded a priori from playing in 
•any- tournaments that Jenn and Evans are organizing or 
drecting, even though they cani aedbly be friflrtened by his 
presence or feel threatened with any plausible future 
harassment at this time. 
Like Reply 3d Edited 

Conrad Bassett-Bouchard Mina le In the post he in fact 
calls out multiple Joey vs Jenn Evans incidents, so I 
addressed a specific one. My post both caveats and explains 
that 

[edned part of this post because I have Joey's permission to 
post here] 
Like Reply 3d Edited 

Conrad Bassett-Bouchard Mina le and Marsha Gillis, I 
hope this finds you both well. With permission from Joey: 

..... «--• 

- - . - ' -· ..... ._____, ... ... ,y..;,;;; ___ __ 

. ,~--. -~-- ... ------ .,,. . ----"~--
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Li<e Reply 2d 

Write a reply ... 

Eric Tran You may never gel ctos..-e from E/J, and you have to be 
ok with that. That's just hoW rife goes. 

Like Reply 3d 

Dave Koenig rs a !J"l!at point, Elie. I knew that there was a 
good chance things would never gel better with them when I 
put tis out there, but things have already gotten better 
between me and a bunch of other people as a resutt of putting 
this out. I know I did the right thing for me. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Write a reply ... 

Marsha Gillis As I told you pfivately, Oave, ff this is the extent of the 
relevant texts and emails (and, I beieve that to be the case), I see 
no harassment here that would reQuire an apology (but, good for you 
for offering one anyway.) 

I am very glad that you included the texts and emails in your posts. It 
allowed me to deaJly see that there was zero malevolence or 
intimdation involVed - merely the nonnal unattractive detritus of the 
dissokltion of a longstanding relationstip. I tremendously respect 
your efforts to resolve this out of the public eye. That option, sadly, 
appears to have been removed from your toolbox. 

I sincerely hope that those v.tK> have judged you without hearing 
your side of the story wil reach out to repair the harm that has been 
done here. 
Like Reply 3d Edtted 

• Write a comment ... 

https://www.facebook.com/david.e.w.koenig/posts/10157285673551003 

Home Create 

English (US) Espanol 
Portugues (Brasi ) Franfais (France) 
Deutsch 

Privacy Terms Advertising Ad Choices 
Cookies More 
Facebook © 2020 

Search 

7/8 



7/19/2020 (3) Dave Koenig - For the last three and a half years, I've been ... 

I Search 

https://www.facebook.com/david.e.w.koenig/posts/10157285673551003 

Home Create 

English (US) Espanol 
Portugues (Brasi ) Franfais (France) 
Oeu1sch 

Privacy Temis Advertising Ad Choices 
Cookies More 
Facebook © 2020 

Search 

8/8 



7/19/2020 

I Search 

(2) Dave Koenig - As promised, here is the second and final part of my .. 

9 ~ave Koenig 

As promised, here is the second and final part of my story. 
Thank you again for reading. 

http //splenetic.net/the-fallout/ 
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Like Comment Buffer 

Brian Bowman I hope that some WESPA members have a look at 
this ff they are consideling sanctioning CoCo to1.maments. The worn 
that comes to nind Wilen I think of CoCo is 'boutiQUe'- small 
tournaments played amongst friends, wi1h a premium on unique 
experience. That dim1 really bother me, because as a Collins player 
in North America, my experience has always been kind of boutique. 
But reading this, the downside of that model comes through. There 
are a smal number of tOLmament organizers Who mostly belong to 
the same social cirde, and as someone Who has been on the outs 
with that cirde for some time, that worries me a bit. A small nLmber 
of people wield a great deal of influence, and have the potential to 
use rt in an exdusionary fashion. 

Like Reply 4d 

Mina Le Yes• Strongly agree, Brian. t's fine for CoCo to exist 
on the side~nes for the etioyment of its members, but tt 
wouldn1 be appropliate for these types of personalities to be 
at the helm of a sanctioned mainstream Scrabble 
organization. 

U<e Reply 4d Edited 

Dave Koenig Boutique is a good description, but I like my 
nickname for tt better. 
U<e Reply 4d 

0 Shelley Stevens 100% 

U<e Reply 4d 

Write a reply .. . 

Matt Bernardina I'm SOllY about your experience in Asheville 2017. 
I enjoyed our time at the board game cafe playing Tsuro and Jaipur. 
That Saturday, I RC based on the CSW division i sl, Katie and I went 
out with the Prices, the four of us, just because they are o..- closest 
friends in Scrabble, and getting a reservation tor 4 in Asheville is just 
easier than plaming a larger get-together for us. 
I was happy to have you at my home in February 2017 for the 
HKonJ march, and to room with you at the Charlottesville 
tournament in March 2017. I'm SOllY I didn1 feel close enough of a 
friend at the time to offer ltttte more than an ear, since tt seems that's 
What you really needed at the time. 

Thank you for sharing your story. I'm not going to agree wi1h every 
edttorial clecision you made (such as reprodUcing private messages 
publicly), but I know ifs very difficun to make yourself this vulnerable 
within a communtty as tight-l<ntt as COl11)etitive Scrabble is. 

Like Reply 4d 
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heard this feedback, and I thoufllt about Ills deeply before I did ii. 
You may feel differently, but let me say a few tilings about v.tiy I fett tt 
was necessary. 

The text messages 001TOborate many tilings in my slOIY, incklding 
my mothel's surgesy, my flu and moutll sore outtlreak, my inabiily to 
get games with anyone but V11ce. The emai exchange with Jennifer 
also corroborates my sexual dysfunction. I felt tt was necessary to 
give contemporaneous evidence to slloW that I was not exaggerating 
any of this for syrl1)atlly. November 2016 was truly tile worst month 
of my life, independently from anything happening with Jemifer. 

In comparison, there is very little personal detail about her contained 
in those messages. 

The text messages also 001TOborate that Jennifer and I had Qutte a 
bit of comrrunication in November, as awkward as tt was. I fell tt 
necessary to shoW that my atterl1)1s to reach out to her around tile 
califomia Open and New Olleans tournaments were not out of the 
blue. Since other people perceived that we hadni been dating since 
eaJly 2016, I was concerned that people would think my attempts to 
reach out to her to get closure were inappropliate because of tile 
amount of time that had passed. We s1il had some kind of 
relationship light up to tile end of November, even though we 
wereni dating. 

Part of what was so painfUI for me about tile 2017 New O~eans 
tournament is that tt was tile time when I most needed support from 
my friends in Scrabble. Not just about Jennifer. I wanted to talk to 
them about v.tiat was happening with my mother, and about my 
sexual dysfunction. But everyone turned on me at that tournament, 
and no one wanted to have a sympathetic conversation with me. 

Like Reply 4d Ed~ed 

Phil Robertshaw I offer no comment on tile rights and wrongs and 
have already messaged Dave privately as I don1 know am tile people 
involved well enough to judge anyone. However. There wil be 
people reading Who for their own reasons still don1 Ille Dave's 
choices, processes or actions. Whatever your view, Whoever you are 
friends or not friends with, realise that Dave is a person Who (for a 
number of reasons) has been through a great deal of suffefing. 
Arryooe with a shred of humantty in tllem shoUld know that nobody 
deserves to go through this, v.tloever is to blame and in v.tlat 
proportion. I hope that people wil accept that life is too short to hold 
grudges. 

Exclusion is awful, and in tis way, Dave is reaching out here. Be 
kind. 

Like Reply 4d Ed~ed 20 

Dave Koenig Thank you, Phil. There are a lot more political 
ir4)1ications of Part II than tllere were of Part I, so it's natural 
that a lot of Scrabble players reading this will focus on that. 
But this is at its heart a personal 510IY. As I said in tile piece, I 
would have written this even if Evans and Jennifer hadni 
started a renegade association. 

Like Reply 4d 

Write a reply ... 

Adam Gugticiello I have no useful comments on Ills. I instead 
invtte you to play RPGs with tile old crew, we could probably raise 
Abram and Martin and Ray Rob for some zoomup fun; Paranoia? 
Like Reply 4d 

Adam Gugliciello I'd get Somichsen too but he shunned me 
over his now wife's reaction at a D&D game I was running 15 
years ago and we have never spoken again. v.tlich remains a 
bummer. 
Like Reply 4d Ed~ed 

Write a reply ... 

Judy Cole Minor point of dalification - Direc1ors have always had 
tile abiltty to deny entry to a player (v.tlo has tile light to appeal). 
Directors were remnded of tile po~cy via an email to Directors from 
tile AB in November, 2018, and again in an email from tile EC in 
September, 2019. There was heightened interest in the policy. 

Like Reply 4d Edtted 
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friends with both gro._.is of people. We already have enough splits in 
the comm.mity, CSW is already a small enough subset (in North 
America), but now we have two different waning CSW factions. I 
urge there to be some sort of peace made before this continues any 
further. 

As to the events at hand, I obviously am neither of the involved 
parties. I can certainly see hoW the original email that set tt off 
looked like a threat, but I disagree that tt is a campaign of 
harassment As a few people have said many of us have been in the 
position of jilted Jover Who blows up their target's emais / 
messengers / phones bying to figure out What's happening, and to a 
large part be~eving that perllaps they're just not receiving the 
messages, particula~y if it's a person that's been kind to 
recently. I myself have been in tis sttuation in the distant past. It 
sucks. 

I think tt has gone on too long. I also myself have felt sorneY.tlat 
excluded from the other group. I know it's not in my head. Al the 
2019 NOLA tournament I made a crazy, ill-advised (because I dim1 
prepare and did poorly!) decision to play Collins, because I felt at the 
time that this was where Scrabble was headed. (I stil feel this, and 
even more strongly now actually). However, I also was not invited to 
any ftl1 after hours hangouts, and more than one person called me a 
fake CSW player and told me I needed to play more Collins only 
bingos and words. I know that this was said mostly in jest, but the 
few times that I've been included in gatherings of csw players 
people have joked about me not really belonging there. For the 
Nashville tourney, I was actually IN the discussion thread, and there 
was even some jokes about cali ng it the Solar tournament or 
Whatever, but many jokey comments about me being banned from 
going because I'm not part of the group. My personal ly 1ype tends to 
take a 101 of those things in stride, and I know that they are mostly 
meant to be taken in stlide, but I'd be lying if I said a part of me did 
not feel a btt hurt by all of it. I only bring tis up to mention that other 
more sensitive players rror,,t feel more len out than I do in What is 
already a tiny comm.mity. I'd also be lying if I said a part of me didn't 
really pursue CSW seriously after the NOLA tournament because of 
these perceptions. Althougi, I am lately reali:zing that I need to make 
the switch fully. 

Back to the point at hand, the directors of CoCo had made tt dear 
that Dave wouldn't be allowed to play a tournament they <irect He 
ended up qualifying for Alchemist, wtich is now not happening, and 
tts replacement event, wtich has been awesome so far (I've been 
following on Twttch), would very likely have exduded him I'm pretty 
sure. Is this really fair? I haven1 talked to anyone about this and 
have no idea if he even wanted to play in the Virtual Word Cup, but 
the Whole thing makes me uneasy. 

Like Reply 4d Ed~ed 

Hide 11 Replies 

15 

Dave Koenig My WESPA rating is higher than Dave 
W,egand's. By their qualification criterion, I should have 
qualified for the V11Ual World Cop. I did not know it was 
happening. Evans blocked me on Facebook a long time ago. I 
don1 know whether I woUld have participated even if he had 
invtted me. 
Like Reply 4d 

Mina Le Thanks so much for blinging these things up, bun. I 
<idn1 want to bling tt up if you haooi wanted to, but I definitely 
felt exduded and hurt by the discussion thread for the 
Nashville solar eclipse tournament. In that thread, Evans and 
tis cronies told Cesar that he wouldn1 be welcome and 
i terally threatened to break both of tis kneecaps io make 
tim Cf3'M to the challenge computer." I found this shockingly 
violent and hosti e but was unable to extract an apology when 
I objected. There have been olher instances of friction 
between me and the CoCo crowd: for exa!r4)1e when I 
supported the Green Party (this is before Jill Stein went crazy 
wtth her pandering), several of them got very nasJy with me 
on Facebook. 

Yes, I do want people to see that Dave was exduded a pliori 
from the Virtual WMd C._.i (whether he wanted to play or not), 
purely on the basis of personal resentment. So hoW can such 
a tournament lay a moral claim to legitimacy? How can tt be 
alloWed to replace the Alchemist Cup in spirit? 

Like Reply 4d Edied 

Cesar Del Solar I feel it's important to say that I've had a 
relationship wtth that group Where I saw the "kneecap 
breaking" comments to not be offensive myself, I really just 
laughed tt off, but I can totally see that for t.tna Who I had just 
started dating a few months before, that she would 
inmediately leap to my defense, Which is certainly sweet 
Indeed, one of those commenters wo(jd play a very important 
role in our i ves a oouple of years later. It's really al water 
under the bridge. I brought up the "feefing excklded" 
oomments mostly as help!U feedback for Whenever ttis whole 
post and thread inevitably finds tts way to staunch CoCoers, 
that being inclusive is always something that has to be 
worked constantly on. 
Like Reply 4d 
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Li<e Reply 4d 

Eric Tran Nashville was never organized to be a tournament. 
It was a get together of friends to see the solar eclipse. We all 
shared an Airbnb. Space was limtted. Evans then had the 
!J<lnd idea to ttm tt into a naspa csw tournament. 
Li<e Reply 3d 

Boan Bowman it's very disappointing to hear that the 
qualification for the WOl1d CUp was COl11)romsed. It feels less 
meanngfUI as a result, and I won't be folloWing tt anymore on 
ethical grounds. 

I'm also disappointed because I think North Arnelican 
Scrabble desperately needs a better organization, one more 
dynamic than enher NASPA and WGPO. I have no confidence 
at am that those groups can change at this point. 
Li<e Reply 3d 

Dave Koenig Brian Bowman that's very kind of you, but I 
don1 have any bitterness about the Virtual World c~. I'd still 
I ke to go to Alchemist if tt ever happens. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Dave Koenig The "top 5 US players not named Dave Koenig" 
is stil a pretty good team our country can be proud of. 
Li<e Reply 3d 

9 Brian Bowman 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Dave Koenig I mean, if I had played, tt would have been in 
W,egand's place. Dave for a Dave. 

Li<e Reply 3d Edited 

Cesar Del Solar to be fair, I've also been told numerous tines 
I can be kind of a troll, and I admit that's true. It's mostly for 
my own aroosement I have been an outrageous OWL trol 
mostly in the past, even though I have lately been etioying 
playing and watching csw much more. So tt may cause 
some sta1.11ch CSW players to react in a btt of a different way 
to me. Maybe tt's a btt of a feedback loop and I should aim to 
be less trollish in general, and continue trying to do good 
things for the comm1.11ity; I1I WOl1< on it. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Write a reply ... 

caIum Patrick Kirby Edwards hmm, think I might no1 have played 
in the WOl1d Cup event (even if tt was only for one match) if rd have 
known this sort of stuff was going on. That's nothing personal on my 
pall, but qualification critelia for such an event should be fair and not 
exclude anyone on personal grol.llds. 

Like Reply 4d 

Roxanne Ramsey-Ebert Builes, regardless of age, or rank, are 
juvetile. 
I'm sorry, Dave. 

Like Reply 4d Edited 
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Hey isten, I'm not usually invited to the diQue tings either, but 
Whenever you and I are at the same gatheling, you11 always have a 
seat at my table. 

This is some next level chi disllness and seemingly so very 
unnecessary. 

I took especial note of your p=nlrontation stance. I've been 
called "too loud and argumentative" myself in the past and have had 
several incident reports filed against me for STICKING UP to buDies. 

I am a very nice person, but if you come at me, I wil fight back. Had 
enough of that crap as a kid, not gonna take it as an aoolt. 
As argumentative as you have sometimes gotten over the years, rt 
comes from a place of passion for yo..- desire to see 1.11rly .. . and 
that's admirable. 

Could you be more tactful at times? Yes. Do you own that? Yes. 

I think that's What I like most about you. You stand in your truth and 
are contrite "'1len you feel it's warranted. That's something that took 
me more than four decades to accoll1)lisll as well. 

I left tournament play years ago because of the assholes and poi tics 
and drama, and that's "'1ly you've seen me work events, or just 
come to hang out with the people worth my time. 

That's a luxury I have, but someone in your position, for "'1lorn tis 
has been such a massive chunk of his life, absolutely does NOT 
deserve to be backhandedly pushed out of a place he has always 
belonged just because a couple of people are unable to 
communicate like people their age sllould be able to. 

I am really proud of you for sllaring your story, in case you can't tel. 

Eff those effing effs. 

Now, for some levity, some variations on coco: 
- KoKo: Koenig Kontroversy Quju came up with that one) 

- CoWKo: Colins without Koenig (my contribution) 

But diQuish and did<ish is pretty apropos. 

I go1 your back, bud. It's in my pocket with al these esses from that 
Volost game that one time. 

Undoubtedly, someone on your friends list will take rt upon 
themselves to sllare ttis with the two of them, so fingers and toes 
are crossed for you that the fallout puts all of this to bed and you can 
all just tolerate one another in peace. That's really not a lot to ask. 

Like Reply 4d 

Bill Rexhausen Hey Dave, as a relatively disinterested party (I've 
never met Jennifer or Evans and have only met you once), rll just 
say that this sounds horrifying, and I hope this blings some closure 
and that people stop giving you the cold slloulder and Scrabble 
becomes a sanctuary for you again. I'll also say, in case rt would 
comfort you to know that tis hasni spread to every outpost of the 
Scrabble world, that I've never heard anything about any of this, nor 
have I heard anything negative about you other than that you can be 
argumentative. 

Like Reply 4d 

Dave Koenig Thank you, Bill. Comments like yours make me 
feel like I cid the right thing in sllaring this with the world. I 
appreciate What you said a lot. 

Like Reply 4d 

Write a reply ... 

Winter Hi Dave, I support the rawness of your story, the level of 
transparency, and most definrtely your decision to include the text 
messages and ernais, because without reoords, a he-said/slle-said 
situation puts bystanders in the ir4)ossible situation of having to 
judge 'MIO is teli ng the truth, and "'1len bystanders get rt wrong, as 
they onen do, then they do an i<1ustice to the person 'MIO was 
unfairly accused. 

HOWEVER, I do encourage you to abandon tis Cliquish and 
Did<ish name. In my opinion, rt is not going to help you gain 
sympathy or sl4)l)Orl. 

Trust me on this one-just stick with the name ·eoeo· and let their 
actions speak for themselves. 

Like Reply 4d 

ti Phil Robertshaw Winter is on the money I think. t won1 help 
future smootling of the ways to keep that nickname. No idea 
"'1lat the i kelihood is of that of oourse. 

Like Reply 4d 

Write a reply ... 
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to know that yoll" story has definitely piqued my interest and 
empathy and if you can find the coll"age to a<l<I a part Ill at some 
point (pemaps in a year or two Wilen things have died oown) about 
the continued aftermath of all this, rt woUl<I be appreciated by 
someone Who is not involved but always interested in stories about 
human connections and studying the human condition. Of course, 
you must do what you believe is best for your oon<ition, and if that is 
not in the cards, so it goes. 

I will also say that in my experience rt is nigh iJ11)0SSible for any of 
this to resolve itself in any condusive manner (and everyone should 
strive to accept this general fact about life), but I hope things It.ms 
out as wel as possible for the people involved. 

Like Reply 3d 

() Stephen Ko Tl;DR - I love me some drama 
Like Reply 3d 

Write a reply ... 

Lukeman Omo.Owolabi I admire your courage to come out in the 
open with your story. I can only hope you have found peace within 
yourself after these outpomngs, regardless. 

I have always thought you're one of the more sociable American 
players When I have seen you at tournaments even though we never 
hung out. I remember we played at the Bordeaux event and I have 
nothing but admiration for your personality. 

Be good and take care of yourself. 

Like Reply 3d 

Steve Crampton Dave Koenig, I'm so glad this is having the 
reaction you hope<I. However, as I said the last time we me~ I think rt 
would be awesome if you wrote something else (based on this) that 
is not intended to be histolically accurate, but just an entertaining 
tale: "Fleabag, but with Scrabble Players" 

Like Reply 3d Edtted 

Mitch McConeghey I have absolutely no investment in or 
knowledge of the Scrabble scene whatsoever, but as someone Who 
has a strong interest in growing the comm.mity and tournament 
scene for another board game (Diplomacy), I wanted to say that I 
really appreciate }'OlJ" openness and insight about the ways that 
personal problems and miscommunications can have repercussions 
far beyond the personal relationship. It wasoi an easy read, but rm 
glad I read rt, and rt makes me Ille and respect you even more than I 
already did. 

Like Reply 3d 

Chris Lipe rm sorry, Dave. It kil s me that the sttuation is at this 
point because I care for both you and Evans. Out of respect for you 
I'll be brutally honest 

I agree with Cecilia. Your behavior in Dec/Jan 2016117 was entirely 
inappropliate. Jen ghosting you was itself setting a boundary Which 
you failed to respect. I get that hll"nan communication is messy and 
sometimes it's hard to understand a message that's conveyed with 
silence, but that doesni lessen the impact of yoll" behavior on her. 

I honestly doni believe that you were a motivation in founding CoCo. 
Evans has been de...-, and you admrt in the OP, that he's wearing 
two hats. As a tournament organizer he excludes you due to your 
threats against Jen in 201617. As the head of the organization there 
is nothing preventing you from participating. I think your 
characterization of his organization is unfair. 

Was their response to you non-proportional? Sure. But Evans is 
fiercely prolective, and sometimes in life, you doni get forgiven. 
SornehoW, against al th~ you have to persevere and struggle to 
heal, heal yourself, heal relationships, all of it. Maybe time can heal. 
Maybe someday we'I all be in a home, waving our fists and 
tootlllessly shouting at each other about injustices fifty years prior. I 
doni know. Healing a wound is hard, but after tt's festered is harder. 
Sometimes iJ11)0SSible. 

I have to say alter reading this, I'm a bit horrified. Not at the story, 
but that you posted rt like this. rs a dassic pattern of abusers to 
claim victinllood after conseQUences of their abuse come back on 
them. I know that's not you, but the pattern is so common that I find 
this missive very problematic. I also think rt makes it harder for 
everyone in Scrabble, you included, to find a peaceful path forward 
from this. I get that you feel a need to defend yourself and you find 
this cathartic, but ultimately rt reflects poorly upon you as a person. I 
urge you to with<taw this essay and find a better path forward. 

I reai ze this isni the reaction you want. I feel terrible for you having 
gone throufll al this. Be well, friend. 
Like Reply 3d 21 
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100 qane so<AtY.J co cn11s anu 
RESIST, RESIST, RESIST any notion you rr.!1}I have of trying 
to defend yourself. 

That will reflect poorty upon you. 

In life, it is ifl1)0rlanl to know Wilen to let another's opinion 
sifl1)1y sit their, without feeling the need to ailicise, 001Tect, 
defend, elc. 
In my opinion, sir4)1y by getting this off you- chest, you migllt 
be on the path to heai ng yourself- doni ruin it by feeling the 
need to continue to defend. 

You'Ve said v.tiat you needed to say, and I think it is now best 
to leave it at that. 
Li<e Reply 3d 

Dave Koenig Chris and I are talking plivately. I'm very glad 
that he opened up the conversation, but ifs not going to 
happen here. 
Li<e Reply 3d 

va1ene Smith Why not? We're all invested now. I need 
closure. Sincerely, I ooni play Scrabble, and this was a hel of 
a ride. 
Li<e Reply 3d 

Boan Bowman I had to laugh When I saw this, because 
Chris, Evans, and a number of people Who liked this are o, 
were members of a secret Facebool< group where people 
shared hlllful gossip about the affairs of Scrabble players, 
including Dave. [Edit since a couple of people have tried to 
'set the record straight' for me, this group is not Twizted, 
v.tlich is relatively accessible, but a mo,e vicious offshot of 
that !JOUPI The deck was stacked against Dave well before 
any of the events in question occurred. 

Reading Dave's posts, II broke my heart a bH to see him 
c:onfidng in people v.tio I knew were going to inmediately 
report to Evans, probably in a slanted way. [Edit And this 
would be done before an audience of welk:onnected NASPA 
members Who were also unsv111>3thetic to Dave befo,e any of 
the events of this sto,y) And II pissed me off a little to see 
Jennifer daim that Dave was "actively disparaging" her and 
rurting her reputation v.tien I knew that Evans at le.!51 had 
been doing that to Dave for years. 

Li<e Reply 3d Edited 

Winter I adrrot that I have long-since been rer,etfUI that I 
created that group, and I'm glad that I lefl early on. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Write a reply ... 

Melissa Routzahn l'Ve had many chats rNer the last couple years 
with Jennifer about very personal things like cu divo,ces, new 
relationships, and family issues, as well as Scrabble topics, 
especially the Sam K situation. Not only has she never said 
anything bad about you to me, she has never even talked about you 
at all. I was also included in much of the comm.mication v.tien CoCo 
was fi"st being formed. The idea fo, the organization sprang from a 
disillusionment with NASPA leadership. Not once was there a 
mention of exduding anyone specific, though there was certainly an 
underslanding that the organization would strive to provide a safe 
and harassment-free space for players. Your perception that people 
were being turned against you and that the organization was fooned 
to exclude you (o, an~e else) does not at all match what I have 
seen. I hope that no one is reconsidering their support of CoCo 
based on What you've written. 

Like Reply 3d 

• 

• 

Martin DeMello for what ifs WOfth that has been my 
experience too; in all the years that l'Ve known Jen and Evans 
I have not heard them say a single thing against o, even 
about Dave. and likewise I was aromd for the starting of coco 
and my perceptions align with Melissa's. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Conrad Bassett-Bouchard •1 to everything Melissa is 
saying and everything Martin is echoing. I would add that I 
previously conveyed a similar message wtile chatting offline 
with Dave. 
Li<e Reply 3d Edited 

Winter I knoW for a fact (because I was in the roo,n where II 
happened) that Martin is mislaken (not in tis expelience, but 
tis level of knowledge), and I have posted v.tiat happened on 
my own timeline eai!ier this year, so I'm not going to rehash II 
here. 
Li<e Reply 3d Edited 
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Jeremy cahnmann You have aired this very pubicly so I am going 
to respond in public but tt is long so Facebook is going to make me 
break tt up and you most likely woni like what I say but here goes ... 

WON just W<YN, I mean you've got a lot of rage inside of you and I am 
sorry for that and I wish that you hadn1 felt so much pain, however 
unlike it seems most of the people that have read your manrresto, 
diatribe, ranting (Whatever you want to cal tt) I do not find myself 
feeing sympathetic and sorry for you. Instead, I find myself feei ng 
angry at you. I find myself disgusted by you and now v.tiere I once 
s.rN a friend who was hurt and felt alone I knoW see a petty and 
vindictive man who is emotionally immaue and maniputative and 
Who has completely besrnirched two people who have done very 
little to deserve such ire. Yes, I don1 see you as a victim here, I don1 
see you as being bull ed rather I see you as the aggressor and the 
one Who is doing the bullying. 

You start your rant by saying the reader isn't on yoll" side "yet; but 
Why does the reader have to be on anybody's side here? You and 
Jennrrer had a relatively dysfunctional relationstip for What amounts 
to a short peliod of time and tt ended. That sucks and I realize tt 
caused you some pain but relationstips end and let's face it by your 
ONO admission the relationship you and Jen had wasni much of a 
relationship. I mean you start out cal ing tt a de facto relationship 
Which tels me right away tt wasni a meanilgfiJ relationship, you 
adm she NEVER wanted to call it a committed relationship v.tlicll 
makes tt sound like she was being pretty upfront with you about her 
feeings and you didn1 want to hear it. Listen, regardless of what 
happened between you two if she wasn't wil6ng to call it a committed 
relationship and you were aware of that then she owes you 
NOTH NG. Absolutely notting. You reading into her text messages 
or even her physical or mental attention to you is Y0lJ" ONO mistake 
not hers. 

You say she sent you a birthday gift in the mai in October of 2016, 
great you know v.tiat that means? She is a kind and tllotqltful 
person who acl<nowledged your birthday because you were 
somebody with some significance in her life. She also mailed you the 
gift even though you lived in the same ctty which tells me While she 
acknowledged your birthday she wasn1 sending any sort of overt 
signal that hey I want to be with you. Newsflash if she isn1 with you, 
then when and hoW she got together with Evans is absolutely 
irrelevant and none of your business. She ONed you nothing. No 
explanations about her personal life, no offers to play Scrabble, 
NOTH NG. 

You say she was enthusiastic about the chance to play Scrabble 
with you in November 2016 but based on v.tiat? She had just paid 
off her student loans- that rnight be more a reason for the 
enthUsiasm than playing Scrabble. Maybe you areni as intuitive as 
you ttink because you don1 seem to have picked up on a tot of 
obvious sir,ls that were being ttwown your way. You go back and talk 
about Australia and the fact you caught Jen looking at a FB page? 
Real y? Is that supposed to be the smoking gun? You know hoW 
many times I look at people's Facebook pages? You could tell from 
her body language that she was uncomfortable? Really maybe you 
were uncomfortable and projecting onto her. You and Ceci~a 
exchanged a look and you just knew she s.rN what you s.rN? Did 
you talk to Ceciia about what you thought she s.rN? Or md you just 
create tt as another fif,nent of your imagination? For a guy who likes 
to confront things head-On, you sure seemed to shy away from 
asking about what was going on with a woman you wereni in a 
comrnitted relationstip with anyway. 

Like Reply 3d 

Hide 16 Repies 
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traveled to and Wlloever she spent time with was none of your 
business. You have no right to butt into a personal life that 
DIDN'T INVOLVE you and your texts and emails to her come 
off as emotionally manipulative. You wanted to have a 
breakup tall wel again YOU WERE NOT IN A COMMITTED 
RELATIONSH p Which means NO BREAKUP'!! 
can we talk about the email you sent her before New Orleans 
v.tlere you GIVE HER PERMISSION TO HAVE SEX WITH 
WHOEVER SHE WANTS!'! Seliously dude hoW did you even 
write that lile? How dare you even presume she needs yoi, 
pem1ission to do anything? And then you oh so casually slip 
i1 a veiled threat about making a scene at the tournament in 
front of others? I mean that is straight up psychopatlic 
behavior. BE A BETTER MANI!! Oh and her damn profile 
picture can be anytling she wants if to be and you have NO 
MORE RIGHT to dictate that than to dictate Who she is in a 
relationship with. Then you follow up with another email Ills 
time with no vei ed threats but lull on threats. At this point Jen 
shot.Cd have been afraid you were cornng off as unstable and 
possessive. 

The speech you wrote and showed to Jason was fine if you 
were writing for your own catharsis but my god if you actually 
said those words to her I would've enoouraged her to get a 
restraining order against you immediately. You just spent the 
entire first half of your post talking about hoW you were never 
i1 a comnitted relationsllp and then your note starts out with 
she was the ooy woman you loved silce your ex-wife? I 
mean is that even fair? I know if sucks to have feelings and 
not have them reciprocated, I've been there but guess what 
you have to move on. 

Your desCliptions of the games are really disll.rbing. You were 
i1 their heads; Evans won the game but you won the war. You 
wanted her to be toflured. You were hurt, I get if, but you were 
also an asshole and While Evans may not have been cordial 
fNef the board he played the game and went on his way. He 
didn1 make any snide comments, he didn1 threaten you, he 
just played Scrabble and i1 that settilg that is all he needed to 
do. 

You started to feel ostracized at the tournament by other 
players at the tournament and you SaN Jen and Evans as 
having turned them against you. Guess What I wasn1 at the 
to..-nament and I have NEVER talked to Jen or Evans about 
v.tiat happened and have heard only your version of events 
and based on everything you have told me I would have 
ostracized the tuck out of you. Yo..- words were out of line and 
they were hurtful and threatening. Jennifer didn1 paint an 
inage in people's heads that you were an anlT/ harasser, no 
you WERE AN ANGRY HARASSER and people saw if for 
v.tiatifwas. 
The Nashville tournament which I was actually at and is the 
only tournament I have played i1 years was not all that 
exdusive. You know how I know that? BECAUSE I WAS 
THERE I had met Jen I think one time poor to that 
totmament. I knew Evans casually but not that well. I 
considered them both friends or friendly acquaintances but 
v.tien they first started tal<ing about doing Nashville I thought 
if sounded tun and even though I wasn1 playing tournaments I 
asked them to let me know if they decided to do it as I would 
be interested. They welcomed me with open arms and 
besides my atrocious Scrabble play it was a fantastic 
weekend and it made me niss playilg. 

You then played Asllev!Je and felt ostracized again, wea 
guess What if sounds like people were judging you based on 
some very creepy behavior. Speakilg of creepy behavior you 
were right to cal out Sam K for his but many people were 
talking about that at the time but you made if seem Ike your 
post is what caused him to drop out of tournaments, I thilk if 
is more honest to say yours was one of a number of posts 
that press..-ed him into laying low at least for a Wilie and for 
somebody so bothered by men v.tlo act creepy towards 
women you si.e don1 practice v.tiat you preach. Al one point 
i1 yo..- manifesto you mention hoW you liked having Jennifer 
as a pretty gi~ on your arm at Scrabble tournaments, as if she 
is a trophy or possession you can own? Come on she is a 
!J'OWll woman v.tlo is perfectly capable of making her own 
decisions. 
Li<e Reply 3d 
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c:ommunity to hear all the detais of What had gone on but 
later on you mentioned teRilg the story to others like the Raus 
and you state 

"Two and a haff years after all of this started, I finally had the 
experience of telling the story to other Scrabble players and 
finding the recipients of if completely on my side." 

Well, Jet's stop light there because your memoiy is faulty. I 
very distinctly remember discussing this with you in the car on 
our road trip and teltng you to your face that I thouglll you 
WERE WRONG and that I crud e.asily see how your actions 
were perceived as threatening. You took that better than I 
thougllt but maybe you didn1 hear if because 'Mlile I 
oonsidered myself your friend I was NOT ON YOUR SIDE in 
this matter. When you emailed me your letter I right ;may said 
don1 send it and When I told you to fall on your sword if wasni 
meant to be a fake apology but a sincere and heartfelt one 
that I fell you owed Jennifer and Evans. You rewrote that 
ernai twice and aner the ti"st rewrite, I thought you were still 
not oontrite enough and flat out told you if was wrong. The 
third draft was by far the best, but if was likely a case of too 
i ltle too late. Jennifer and Evans are manied n<YN, and if is 
perfectly understandable 'MlY given the past behavior they 
wouldn1 want you playing in a tournament 'Mlere all the 
players are also coflabitatilg. It is also totally understandable 
'MlY Evans woUld not like you and not want to have any social 
interaction with you beyond 'Mlat is necessary. 

You are a smart man and a great Scrabble player, but you 
have been a lousy human being from begi ming to end in tis 
situation. t pains me to say this, but I don1 want to be friends 
with somebody Who can be that cruel. For all your marching at 
the women's march and campaigning for Elizabeth warren, 
you have been petty and chauvinistic in this matter and I 
expect better of you. Perhaps you wil gr<:JN from this and 
perhaps one day our friendship will resume but for now, I think 
you made your bed and you wit ~e in it. I do not think you are 
deserving of any sympathy and I think your actions up to and 
including the posting of this so pubicly are cofl1)1etely wrong. 
Li<e Reply 3d 

Winter Jeremy, in my opinion, 'Mlich you are free to disar,ee 
with and disregard, you should be having ttis discussion 
directly with David on the phone. 
I'd delete this oomment and reach out to David directly. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Avijif Ghosh Actually to be honest (and I ooy kn<YN Dave 
here) given the '"posts" are in pubic I think Jeremy Cahnmann 
response is worth keeping in pwlic as well. I was a bit more 
diplomatic about if but Jeremy's visceral reaction was exactly 
the same thougllt process that went throt.lfll my mind as well 
to be honest [in all the same parts of the story J· and this is 
just from reading Dave's posts (and again only knowing 
Dave). 

Two last minor points 

(1) if someone wrote this about my so, I'd definitely be super 
weirded out in exactly the way Jeremy has articulated , so I 
kinda get the woman's hUsband's Evan's lad< of lets say 
enthusiasm for interacting 

(2) ti sounds like you are in a relationship n<YN (someone 
named Emily?) but if my so was writing ttis much about a 
random ex (really even an ex??) I'd pretty much oonsider that 
a warning sign, oonversely I colAd imagine if one was not 
currently dating any future partners 'MIO would stumble on this 
would read this similalfy pretty negatively to be honest : really 
for the reasons Jeremy has articulated. 

As I mentioned eartier, ironically, if anything the entire text 
belies the second post - because one ends up wondering if 
the posts themselves in fact simply make the case all spel ed 
out in visoeral soroid personal detail. 

I can, tell is tis really cathartic or a weird slow motion pwtic 
self-immolation? 
Li<e Reply 3d Edited 
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that tt should stay pwlic. Thank gooooess I am not the only 
one Who fell this way. 

I only know Dave, I <lo not play scrabble, I do not know any of 
these people and I couldn1 read all two parts of this. I was on 
his side when I started reading. He is a friend of nine. I was 
COfll)letely prepared to be 100% syrll)alhetic to him for going 
throt.lfll a hard time. But I read enough of part 1 to be very 
disturbed because instead I learned that Dave had been 
harassing an ex girtfriend of his. 
Even if they had been in more than a "de facto" relationship, tt 
was clearly over. There was an emai exchange Where she 
said she thinks of him as a friend. He has absolutely no say in 
Who she dates after that. Thank you so rooch Jeremy ( a 
person I also don't know) for putting tt so clearly- she owes 
him nothing! 

And honestly even if they were sbll actively dating he wot.Cd 
have no lifl1I to tell her Wllat her lb profile picture should be. 
That is beyond controlling to be filled with haired because she 
wouldn1 change it. 

Dave, we live in a patriarchal society and those messages are 
eve,ywllere and are absorbed by all of us into l.llconscious 
biases and patterns of behavior. t's a tot of work to undo their 
effects but I hope you will give real thought to this. Please 
think in a broader context about hoW women are treated by 
men and see your actions in that oontext. Please reread what 
you have written in part 1 with a lens of looking for hoW much 
control you tried to exert over this woman. You can not 
demand that she talk to you. She owes you no explanation 
fNef Who she dates after you. You can not demand she 
change her profie picture!! 

I hope you wil come to a place Where you have a lot more 
darily and remorse about those things. It's easy to dig in 
v.tien we are hlrtng and I see hoW much pain you've been 
throt.lfll and I'm SOllY but please try not to dig in. Your actions 
in part one were wrong and scary. The text about being filled 
with hatred because she didn1 obey you is scary. None of us 
a perfect. This ooes not make you a bad person but tt is a 
place where you eotAd grow. 

Li<e Reply 3d 10 

Puneet Sharma Winter I disagree completely. I think Jeremy 
Gahnmann's post describes closely the reaction I had while 
rea<ing Dave's accol.111, and like Megan above I am relieved 
that others feel the same way. If Dave would have shared 
these messages in a private conversation with Jeremy, or 
anyone else and sought feedback, I think tt wot.Cd have been 
appropriate for Jeremy to respond in private. However, since 
he decided to <lo so in pubi c, I believe ifs appropriate for 
Jeremy's response to be in pwlic as wel . I also find it QUtte 
hypocritical of you to ask him to delete these comments given 
your continued caJll)aign regarding keeping thins in public vs. 
private to <tive more transparency. 

Li<e Reply 3d Edited 

Winter Puneet Sharma, your comment introduces a really 
ir4)orlanl point, but for a few years I've tried to refrain from 
hijacking other people's threads with my own personal 
viewpoints, so I will darify fNef on my on timei ne if you give 
me a few minutes. 

1,1 need to Quote you for context. 

Li<e Reply 3d 

Peter Armstrong Winter I definttely respect your opinions, 
but I feel this goes exacny against v.tiat you wot.Cd usualy say 
in advocating for transparency. 

I really doni understand Why so many people are praising 
Dave for writing this letter, Wilen the evidence of harassment 
and other inexcusable behaviors are contained in the letter 
itself. 

Li<e Reply 2d 

Winter Peter, just so we're clear, I <lo not support many of the 
actions that he himself admtts to, but maybe keeping all this 
inside was harlling his mental health, and he needed to <lo 
this. 
Regardless, this shouldni have gotten to this point, and if all 
parties ooncerned had been more transparent and direct from 
the start, the issue could have been settled long ago. 

Problems doni go away because you ignore them, and v.tiile 
you can say that someone in person B's shoes shot.Cd just 
recor,,ise person A's desires and move on, that's just not hoW 
all people perceive the work!. 

We, as a society, need to make tt a societal expectation that ff 
you enter into a relationship and then wish to end tt definttely, 
YOU MUST be direct about that, regardless of how 
l.llcornforlable that might be. 

No more ghosting! 
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• ifilil€i on. dikJ I tx.Ail hlE'dii LO sw,y1e yCAJ voe; Wt yoo1e Ill 
the PNW, and I really do think that the best way to resolve this 
would be for all parties, plus some third parties, to stt doWn at 
some outdoor cafe (COV D-19), start with a round of 
apologies and acknoWledgements, and then resolve the 
problem. 

In my opinion, everyone needs to apologise to everyone else, 
touch elboWs, and put and end to this. 

U<e Reply 2d 

Peter Armstrong And BlW, I find al the talk about cliquish 
behavior, etc. to be completely and utterty ri<licUlous. Are 
people all still in mi<l<le school? 

Because Dave didni get invited to some after hours Scrabble 
event, rm supposed to feel bad? Seriously! 

I have always identified as a loner (v.tlich is pretty normal for 
the Scrabble scene). There are countless times when I've 
been sitting in a roorn by myself at a Scrabble event While 
other people were out havilg fun and didni think to invite me 
(yes, some of the same people complaining about or 
e111>athizilg with Dave's perceived exclusion). 
U<e Reply 2d Edited 

BriAnna McKissen Peter Armstrong I feel like yo,tve nissed 
a lot of the consequences for his behavior in however you 
read Dave's post. He isni allowed to play in any 101.maments 
they organize (and has had his entry fees returned to him 
v.tlen he's tried), and they organize the only 101.maments in 
tis area. He isni aRowed to be invited to any of the dub Ille 
playing opportunities in his area, and playing is tis whole 
world. I presume you haven, been blackisted from playing 
v.tlereyou live? 

He behaved like many people do v.tlen wounded, for a couple 
of months, stopped behaving that way, and has been paying 
vastly disproportionate consequences for 3 years. He tried to 
apologize. He tried to move on and just assume they'd let him 
play. 

He's now faced with the possibility that coco becomes the 
primary Collins opportunity in North America, and ifs their 
organization. I know if it were me, I'd be terrified that the only 
thing I care about is now gone, because I was a dick for a few 
months v.tlen I was feeling heartbroken. 

I doni know Jennifer or Evans. Dave knows I disa~ with 
tis belief that he had a riglt to make her listen to v.tlat he had 
to say. It doesni matter. 

Toe fallout has been incredibly 1.11just and v.tlile he's certainly 
pissing people off by putting tis story out there, I <1oni know 
v.tlat else he can do. Being publicly excluded is better than 
being secretly excluded. 

This, with him exposing the full extent of his behavior and 
flaws seems like the best path to "yeah, you~e a jell< 
sometimes. You're not a monster. Lei's play the game." 

U<e Reply 2d 

Peter Armstrong BriAnna McKissen I think you brought up a 
lot of good points. My point about perceived exclusion, is that 
people often think it's u11ust v.tlen it happens to them, but are 
fine if it happens to someone else. Nol referring specifically to 
CoCo tourneys, many events descriled in Dave's writings 
describe tis alleged wrongful exdusion from certain social 
events. 

I live in the Pacific mv and know am the people involved. I 
was in Australia, but I <1oni remember hoW much I socialized 
there. 

I do not speak for CoCo, but I picked up several conaete 
examples from Dave's writings (tone and content) that 
indicate he is not apologetic or empathetic in this situation. rm 
also pretty sure I read concrete examples of harassment, 
v.tlich is n<YN documented. Toe story is also ful of examples 
of overconfidence in wrong-headed thinking (wtich indudes 
the decision to make all of this pubic). 
U<e Reply 2d 

Dave Koenig Peter Armstrong, I did not feel that document 
was the place for me to speak about Jennife(s experience 
and my empathy for tt. I am very empathetic. However, when 
she cuts off all comm1.11ication and does not want to be 
aro1.11d me, she makes her reactions to my actions her 
business and not mine. I did not want to speak for her 
experience in that writing. It's not my business to do so. 

If she ever wants to reestablish contact with me and 
communicate v.tlat her expelience was, I am very happy to 
i sten, empathize, and apologize. Until she does so, I'll stick to 
my experience. 

U<e Reply 2d 
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wrote (tone and content). You did also inckl<le Jennifers 
e-mai explaining why you- money for a tournament was 
refunded, and seemed like she was pretty direct in this e-
mail. So yes, I may have inferred S01Tietling about her 
experience from this e-mai. 

Li<e Reply 2d 

Lulteman Omo.Owolabi BriAma McKissen I want to give 
a kiss right OCJN but I'm afraid it oould be considered a 

sexual harassment . So, I would just s;ry "Well said". 

Li<e Reply 2d Edited 

Write a reply ... 

Write a comment ... 
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9 ~ave Koenig 

I've been stumed by the reactions to my writing. It's everything I hoped for. 
Many people have been supportive and totally gotten my message. I've 
loved the negative feedback too. There were a lot of people who just 
wouldn, talk to me about these things before, and now they are. You don't 
have to be on my side, but we can only make progress by talking. 
I am 100% sure that writing this and putting out there was the right 
decision for me. 
I'm also flabbergasted by how many people are reading. Part I had 500 hits 
in the first 24 hours. Part II has had 330 in the first 12 hours. Thank you. 
I'm sure there will be more positive and negative effects of putting this out 
there down the road, and I'm more than okay with that. I was stuck dealing 
with the same insoluble problems for the last two years. Now at least I will 
have different problems. 
One of my earliest readers of Part II was David Eldar, who unblocked me on 
Facebook and apologized to me. 

Mina Le, Sandy Nang and 31 otllefs 10Comments 

like 

('i) Fred Simonton It's on my ~st 
Like Reply 3d 

Comment Buffer 

Martin Gold I'm just a little disappointed that I didn1 even get a 
cameo. I know I'm kind of on the peliphery of all of these groups of 
people, and I doni attend many tournaments, and I doni really do 
drama, but come on man, we were practically neighbors in Virginia, I 
came to your very first Noflhem Virgiria Coli ns meet-up, (thank you 
for getting the excellent Peruvian chicken by the way), and I was a 
main characte(s first contact in the competitive Scrabble world. I 
mean, jeez, nol even a passing reference. I'll just stt here and lick 
my wounds. 
Like Reply 3d 

Elizabeth Sanchez David, you were light but that's not the same 
thing as doing what's right Perhaps her refusal to talk to you is not 
What escalated the drama and drove a wedge thru your scrabble 
comroonity. Maybe tt was your refusal to accept that fact. And when 
she didni do want you wanted you threatened to air tt all out in front 
of everyone. tt was the threat lifll! there that brought in the Whole 
comroonity. You insisted that she eot.cd have ended this by just 
talking you. But you could have ended tt by accepting that she 
didni want to talk and finding closure in another way. 
Revei ng in the fact that you were in their heads just means they 
were in yours. 
It seems that writing this was cathartic for you and I hope you also 
see the opporlunfy for personal growth. 
Like Reply 3d 

Lisa Odom Hi Dave- this is what I wished you had said to Jennifer, 
compliments of an old Dionne W3rwick song: 
Goodbye, no use leading with our cti ns 
This is Where Oll" story ends 
Never lovers, ever friends 
Goodbye, let our hearts cal tt a day 
But before you walk away 
I sincerely want to say 
I wish you bluebirds in the spring 
To give your heart a song to sing 
And then a kiss, but more than this 
I wish you love 
And in July a lemonade 
To cool you in some leafy glade 
I wish you heatth 
But more than wealth 
I wish you love 
My breaking hear1 and i a~ 
That you and i oould never be 
So with my best 
My very best 
I set you free 
I wish you shetter from the storm 
A cozy fire to keep you warm 
But most of all Wilen snowflakes fall 
I wish you love 
Maybe, someday, When you have truly let go. Peace to you. 
Like Reply 3d 
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destructive. Publishing aa of this is a bad act. You seem to have no 
idea of the havoc you are causing and geooine emotional harm you 
are adding to the community. That is the only re.ison I'm 
commentilg, to note this harm. 

I absolutely do not want to have a private discussion about any of 
this with you. 

Like Reply 2d 

Dave Koenig Marsh Richards, I cannot have an idea of the 
ir4)act on people who block off all communication. In that 
situation I have to WOl1< with Wllat I know. 
Like Reply 2d 

Dave Koenig Marsh Richards I will say that if they want me to 
take the slolies down or to pubi sh an addendum C01Tecting 
the record and taking into account their point of view, it's 
negotiable. I don1 know exactly Wllat kind of peace we'd have 
to negotiate to get to that pain~ but I would be willing to talk 
about it with them. Not with anyone else representing them. 

Like Reply 2d Edited 

Marsh Richards I really <1oni want to go back and forth, but 
to clarify, I am talong solely about the !7l!ater community. 
Like Reply 2d 

Dave Koenig I was respecting your wishes not to be 
contacted plivately. 

Like Reply 2d 

4ij Marsh Richards Thanks (and that is Why I responded here.) 

Like Reply 2d 

Write a reply ... 

• Write a comment ... 
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9 ~ave Koenig 

There was one sentence in Part II that I regret writing. t came up in several 
conversations with close friends and one of my sisters. 
In the part where I was discussing the revised apology letter, starting with "I 
hate it," I said "I am truly not sorry." This really doesn't correspond to how I 
feel. The point of the paragraph was that the statement ·1 was wrong" was 
dishonest not the feeling of sorrow. 
I removed the sentence, "I am truly not sorry." I believe that the way the 
paragraph reads now better captures my true feelings. 
I recogtize that damage has already been done from the inclusion of that 
sentence. That's something I will have to live with. 

Mina Le, Marsha m i s and 6 others ?Comments 

Like Comment Buffer 

• Adam Gugliciello NOW you're sorry. 
Like Reply 3d 

Winter I think that every time you are wil6ng to recognise and own 
up to past rrostakes, you grow as a person. 
Keep it up. 
Like Reply 3d 

• Boan Bowman This seems like a good moment for self-
reflection for many members of our community. I know I have 
done some sou~searching. 
Like Reply 3d 

Write a reply ... 

Steve Pellinen Make peace, not war. Or just because you •can• 
write it, doesn1 mean you "sll<>Uld" write it, at least not for others. 
And most certailly, you sholAd never make public, without 
permission, letters, emails or messages that were never intended for 
others. Violating trust is one of the greatest obstades i1 
relationships. 
This treatise of yours lacks at least two essential ingredients -
empathy and compassion. Given What you've gone ttwougll that may 
be too much to expect, but given the subject matter those elements 
would have gone a long way in making reconciiation possible, and 
put Jenn and Evans in the position of making the next move, if they 
so chose. Now, I'm afraid you've made that nearly impossible and 
the next several moves must be yours, if you even want 
reconciliation. I urge you to do that, for the sake of al those 'MlO now 
feel that they must choose sides, for the sake of our tiny community, 
and for yo..- sake. What you've written so far is a befjnning, not an 
end. 
Of course, I could be wrong. And don1 stop wliting about baseball. 
That I do e11oy. 
Like Reply 2d 

@I oave Koenig Thanks for readilg, Steve. 
Like Reply 2d 

Write a reply ... 

Elizabeth Sanchez /lJWays listen to your sisters. 
Like Reply 2d 

Moni Pheels If you are yo..- own editor then give your seff a break 
dude. And even if u are not your own editor don1 forget there r such 
things as "second editions·. 
Like Reply 2d 

• Write a comment ... 
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A Dave Koenig 
Q" 2d 
If yoo've read my stories at http:1/splenetic.netithe-crucible/ and 
http //splenetic.net/the-fallout/, you know that I've been dealing with 
ostracism and blacklisting within my Scrabble community for the last several 
years. 
My story has resonated with significant parts of my community, and the 
l4)5Wefl of support I have received has been a boon to both my mental 
health and my chances of regaining standing within the community. I am so 
grateful for that. 
At the same time, I recognize that I am incredibly privileged. I had the 
financial resources to take a year off of work and better than average writing 
skill to help me tell my story effectively. 
Many people who battle ostracism are not blessed with the kinds of tools 
that I have been to dig themselves out of these things. I feel for them deeply. 

Winter, Marsha Gilis and 13 others 5Comments 

Like Comment Buffer 

Ben Benoy Megan let me know about this, and I re.id your blog 
(splenetic, indeed) and some of your other Scrabble related posts. 

There's a lot of talk in your blog and here about wantilg to improve 
the overal quai ty of the Scrabble comm1.11ity and the colll)etitive 
scene in particUlar. The assumption that 1.11<1effies those comments 
is that, because you're a good player, having you around makes the 
community better and improyes the average quality of play. Put 
another way, that your skill margilally increases the quality of 
tournament competition on the only axis that matters. 

This assumes that you are one of the Indispensable Men. But you're 
not, because no one is. If you Quit Scrabble tomooow someone 
would fill the void you 1en and l~e woUl<I go on and somebo<ly else 
would join the Top 10. 

You can mourn your squandered po(ential, and the fact that yrure 
not welcome in (some parts of) the Scrabble scene. But 'Mlen you 
<lo that, you're <liscol.llting the potential of all the people who are 
driven aw.r; by you and your behavior. When commJrities tolerate 
hostiity and harassment like this, tt is toxic and those communities 
are diminished. The standard you walk past is the standard you 
accept, right? Ifs clear that there are many people Who accept your 
behavior, but you're chafing because there are some who woni. 

And I want to be clear that I'm nol distinguishing belWeen v.tiat you 
<lid years ago and v.tiat you're Cloing now. It looks like a consistent 
pattern of abuse, entitlement, and emolional manipulation. 

You talk about your p1Mege. Another form of privilege on display 
here is that you wrote 20k words laying out in ninute detail hoW you 
harassed and threatened your ·ex- and her new partner; made tt 
explicit that threats and harassment were exactly v.tiat you were 
aimng at; and oow you're receiving praise and support for you-
"bravery". 

I appreciate that you so lhorougNy oocumented your own anger, 
attempts to oominate, and overweenilg entiUement. At least ifs 
been promoted from sublext to text, and you helpfully proyided 
receipts. 
Like Reply 2d 

Dave Koenig Ben Benoy I'm a WOil( in progress. The CSW 
Scrabble scene in America is very small. Evans and I are both 
among the top 10 players. We both have toxic tratts and 
anger issues. We are both indispensable to the scene, and I 
believe we can work out our problems if we talk. 

I'm nol diminishing the fear I inadVeflentty put in Jennifer's 
head. twas temporary. I am contrite. We were both okay 
v.tien we crossed paths a couple months later. The rest was 
mostly driven by Evans's hatred. 

Like Reply 2d Edited 
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that's not something that's in your control. Whatever he's said 
or done is unrelated to how you respond. 

As for "not diminisllng the fear" you're lrterally doing rt light 
roN. By your own account there was notling inadVertent 
about it. But tile middle sentences ("It was temporary. I am 
contrite. We were both okay months later.") are explciny 
diminishing rt. You doni get to decide how somebody else 
feels about something or v.tien someone is ok with your 
actions and that it was all no big deal. 

This conviction that you can work tings out if only people 
would talk to you is another kind of entitlement Nobody owes 
you a conversation. You doni have a light to have your 
problems worked out You can offer to talk to him and come to 
some reconciiation, but if he ooesni want it (and I would not 
blame him in the slightest) then, sony, you doni get a 
reconciliation. Your actions have consequences. 

You seem to be under the impression that you're just 
misunderstood. Based on What you wrote. it seems Ille 
people understand you just fine. They just don, like What they 
see. 
Li<e Reply 2d 

Dave Koenig I'm learning tile best I can, Ben. And I'm 
i stering to you. 

Li<e Reply 2d 

Write a reply ... 

Steve Oliger I am an extremely private person. I would never, ever 
make such personal detais of my life, and of tile lives of others, 
public. To me, personal relationships are just that - personal. Writing 
this tistory violates the plivacy of parties other than yourself, and 
thus seems to be an aggressive act (in tile same sense as the plan 
to air your grievances in pUblic before a tournament game). Pemaps 
you consider tis tit for tat since the olher parties screwed up your 
Scrabble life. But I doni see your essay as a way to reconci6ation, 
apology, and forgiveness. 

IMO, your "false• assumption was that you had the right to a lace to 
lace talk to end your relationship so you would have dosure. onen rt 
does not work that way. In a perfect world people would have tile 
courage and wisdom to have that conversation. In actuality, rt is 
common for the disinterested party to more or less slink away. I do 
not kroN v.t,y she chose to do this. I could speculate that she was 
selfish or afraid of your temper or lazy or simply had reasoned that 
enough had been said already. Her not honomg your FB picture 
reQUest could have been spite or rt could have been sir4>1Y that she 
was so o,er the relationship that she didni even read the requests. 
In any case, when one party indicates by words, by actions, or by 
inactions that the relationstip is over. rt is usualy considered 
harassment when the other party continues to make unwanted 
contact. That is v.tiat you did. 

OTOH, neither do I condone the responses to your inappropriate 
behavior. Escalating the problem by forming cliques, banning players 
you do not i ke, and further spiriting the small Scrabble commJrity 
are unfortunate and inexcusable. So I see bad behavior on both 
sides. I would suggest apologies all around, and an ar,eement that 
though you wil never be friends rt is in everybody's best interest to 
bury the hatchet and mo,e on! 

Like Reply 1d 

• Write a comment ... 
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A Dave Koenig 
Q" 2d 
I've been getting some great critical feedback about the Splenetic essays. I 
mean critical about me as a person, not about the writing. 
I do have toxic aspects of my personality and anger issues. And the primary 
purpose that started the entire writing project was dealing with those. I knew 
that I could never shed the anger until I told the story. 
It has worked. I'm not saying I've fixed all of my problems, but I'm already a 
lot less angry than I was before. 
It's also been the case not just in response to this piece but most of the 
times in my life when people have been willing to talk to me in a reasonable 
way about the toxic aspects of my personality that I've been very open to 
feedback about it I do want to keep learning and improving myself. 
At the same time, I recognize that my desire for feedback can overstep the 
bounds into entitlement at having a conversation. Nobody has to give me 
feedback if they don't want to. 
However, if I am inadvertently hurting you and you need me to stop, you 
need to let me know. I can't fl)( it if you hide the effect of my actions from me. 
I think a lot of people are surprised to find that if they just ask me to stop, I 
will do so. 
I exposed to the world the worst emails and text messages I sent at the 
worst moment in my life. I'm willing to be held accountable for them. I hope 
you'll also re~ize the bravery and the desire for self-improvement that 
was inherent in putting them out there. 

Mina Le, Cesar Del Solar and 16 others 1 Comment 
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Avijit Ghosh I feel like multiple people have articulated this but 
you've rationalized away the indefensible coached in soft-handed 
self-critiques that ooni ad<tess the issue at hand. Take this 
statement: 
• Al the same time, I recognize that my desire for feedback can 
overstep the bounds into entitlement at having a conversation. 
Nobo<ly has to give me feedback if they ooni want to." 
The issue here is not "can" but rather "has". 
The act of making public intimate details of a married couple (an<! 
your personal intimate relationship with them) including private 
emails and texts oversteps that boun<ls to such a degree of 
entitlement you have pretty expi citly 
"thoroughly <locumented your own anger, attempts to oominate, and 
oveiweening entitlement. Al least it's been promoted from subtext to 
text. and you helpfully provided ~-· 
(to quole your friend) 

Its sir4)1y 1101 acceplable to <lo this to people. So it feels like not only 
<lid you historical y overstep your bound you are continuing to <lo so 
wlout seemingly (again) to reai ze v.tiat you are doing. 
Given that your "story" is pubi c. I actually forwarded it folks and 
simply asked "What are your thoughts here" (as given some positive 
feedback I was wondering I was rrosrea<ling). 
And (speaking clearly to my own failngs) a response that I was not 
expecting was not ooy was this negatively received but it went 
further to "I (and friends) have <lated people like this an<! I am gla<I it 
<lid not escalate to this degree [11sert adjectives like "creepy" etc J ". 
And the thing is, I get that. Quite honestly given that the only person 
on this thread I know is one David Koenig (sbll one of the smartest 
folks I've ever met), if I wasni just forthright about this - l'<I be the 
hypocrite because I feel Ike l'<I be silently acquiescing that any of 
this is acceptable. t is not Every time I see another post patting 
yourself on the back for being "brave" I am <!Umbfoun<led. 
I get that your goal is to open up a clalogue an<llor your abii ty to 
play - but (an<! I've said this before) in reai ty is you jusl need one or 
maybe even a minority of folks to l)lint these posts out and say "this 
completely creeps me out and violates our basic sense of trust" an<! 
I have no idea v.tlat your recourse would be. 
Given that I can only marvel that you must mean this: 
"Al the same time, I recognize that I am incre<lilly l)livileged. I ha<! 
the financial resources to take a year off of work an<! better than 
average writing skill to help me tell my story effectively. 
Many people who battle ostracism are no! blessed with the kin<ls of 
tools that I have been to dig themselves out of these ttings. I feel for 
them cleeply." 
with a fascinating sense of irony. 
Like Reply 1d Edtted 
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PaUW I: The
CUXcibOe
JULY 14, 2020 / SPLENETIC

PURORgXe
ThUoXghoXW Whe laVW WhUee \eaUV, a loW of UXmoUV haYe been ciUcXlaWing

aboXW m\ behaYioU WoZaUd JennifeU Clinch\ (foUmeUl\ JennifeU Lee) and

EYanV Clinch\. The\ haYe SainWed a falVe SicWXUe in Whe mindV of man\

ScUabble Sla\eUV WhaW I haUaVVed JennifeU, caXVing m\ oVWUaciVm fUom

mXch of oXU mXWXal ScUabble commXniW\. JennifeU and EYanV

miVXndeUVWood and UeacWed SooUl\ Wo m\ aWWemSWV Wo make cloVXUe

beWZeen me and JennifeU, Vo WhaW Ze ended XS in e[acWl\ Whe kind of

aZkZaUd Vocial ViWXaWion I had VoXghW Wo aYoid.

I¶Ye been oYeU WhiV enWiUe VWoU\ Vo man\ WimeV. I haYe UeflecWed on m\

behaYioU, JennifeU¶V, and EYanV¶V, and on ZhaW mighW haYe/coXld

haYe/VhoXld haYe haSSened. I haYe been oYeU WhiV in m\ oZn SUiYaWe
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